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"HERE ate ſtriking contraſt A e pie: 
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order dad dtforder, bac aff M85 7 
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celde 4 rettarkable mixture of knowledge 
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RE: DISCOURSE 4. 
quence. of a ſtate of ſociety, in which. 1 a va» - 
riety of conditions and; characters is neceſ- 
ſary, and of a ſtate of imperfe&ion and trial, 


| ſuch as the preſent ſtate of man. However 
this may be, it is the great buſineſs of the __ 


wiſe obſerver of human nature in its various 
aſpects, to ſeparate the work of God from the 
work of man, how cloſely ſoever they may 
ſeem to be connected. This is neceſſary in 
order to our forming juſt notions of the Su- 
preme Being and of his moral government. 
It will alſo lead us to ſuch a ſalutary view of 
ourſelves, as will inſpire profound humility, 
excite pious effort, and contribute to our 
preparation for that ſtate, here order and 
Virtue ſhall ſhine forth with "uliclouded lune. 8 
: and fin and miſery ſhall have no place. * 
The wiſe King, in the words of our ret | 
ſeparates thus things, which ought never to 
be confounded. We ſee, in ſeveral parts of; 
this book, that, the errors, diſorders and vices,- 
which abound in the world, under the go- | 
vernment of a Being eſſentially wiſe, good 
and omnipotent, aſtoniſhed and perplexed. 
him, He applied his heart to know: and io 
| earth out the . reaſon of theſe things ; but be. 


'DISQOURSE: ks Je” 


did not [TINY for (as he ablesen i in the 


 / 24th verſe of this chapter) that which in fur 


" off and. exceeding deep, who can find it out? 
But what concluſion did he draw from the 

| ignorance in which this fruitleſs inquiry left 
him? Did he reject truths. which were evi- 


dent and certain, becauſe, in the courſe; of 


his reſearches, he met with things that ap- 
peared difficult and inexplicable ? Becauſe he 
could not comprehend every thing, did he, 
| like certain ſuperficial. and haſty. ſceptics, 
take it into his head to believe nothing ? No. 
Solomon had too much true philoſophy 
and good ſenſe to commit ſuch a palpable 
fault in reaſoning. He had learned to ſe- 


parate what was clear and certain, from 


what was uncertain and obſcure; and, aſter 
many unſucceſsful inquiries, he arrived at 
che knowledge of, at leaſt, one important 
truth; Lo, ſays he, this only have I found, 
that God bath made man upright ; 
have ſought out many inventions. 


1 
Theſe words naturally point out two ge- ſs 


. 


aal heads of diſcourſe. In the inst we 


mall comfider the work of God, who made 


man d, and unfold the ideas which are 
r contained 
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WO” this pre -In d 8 
we ſhall take a view of the itregular work f 


8 n who has ſought: out many invention. 
I. The affirmation of Solomon, that G 
aa man upright, may be confidered—either, 
as it relates to the firſt man, the original pa- 
rent of the human race —or, as it is, in a 


oertain ſenſe, applicable to mankind in gene- 


ral: and we ſhall-unfold the ideas implied in 


doch theſe ſignifications of the phraſe. 


Firſt, then, with reſpect to the primitive 
parent of the human race, it may be ſaid, 


with truth, that God created man upright. - 


The term upright, when applied to him, fig- 


nifies an exemption from all corrupt principles 
and all icregular propenſities; and this is all that 

is meant by the perfection, which is attributed 
to our- firſt parents by the ſacred writers. 
The firſt man derived his exiſtence from an 

immediate act of divine power and goodneſs, 


_ without the intervention of any ſirond cauſe; 


* 


— AAR * ** 
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and, ſurely nothing morally evil could di- 


realy proceed from God, the fource of order, 
truth; and good: no creature, formed with 


poſitive- principles of malignity, injuſtice, or 


_ difordeth could be the immediate en / 
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Wy the beſt of beings. He' inde ae: according 
to the Prophet's expreſſion, forms the I 
and creates darkneſs in the natural worid:— 
he ſends phyſical evil, in the wifſdom of his 
providence, to chaſtiſe and corrett ra! 
diſorder; but far be it from Cod that- Ir 
Jhould Do iniquity. It was, therefore, an ex- 
emption from moral evil, accompanied with | 
the faculty of - reaſon, the innate love of 
order, and alſo with kind and (benevolent | 


+ affections, that conſtituted | the rectitude of 


man in his original ſtate. + Theſe lines of 
moral character exhibited a feeble. reſem- 
blande of his Creator, which the ſacred hi- 


1 erte. accordingly, calls the image God. 


It is farther to be obſerved, with reſpect to 
"i primitive reQitude of the firſt man, that 
he had: peculiar advantages. No ſpot of cor- 
ruption infected his birth. No diſcaſes, en- 
tailed on him by vicious progenitors, diſor- 
dered the health of his body, or diſturbed © 
the ſerenity; of his mind. He did not paſs 
through! the weak period of childhood, in 
which the ſenſual appetites precede the dawn 
of reaſon and are ſoon followed by imperious | 
- paſſions, before reaſon has arrived at matus 

9 5 „ | „ 


— 
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ri. "Al 4 therefore, we can aſily a | 
in the firſt man, a juſt harmony, a proper 
balance between the various affections, facul- 
ties, and powers of his compound nature. + 
But here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that, 
though our firſt parents were created, without 
any thing poſitively vicious in their original 
conftitution, they did not poſſeſs that ability _ | 
of character, which ariſes from confirmed . 
habits of obedience and virtue. With refpeQ- 
to all finite beings it is babi, alone, that 
eſtabliſhes the religioys and moral character; 
and-it is only by activity, trial, and exerciſe, 
that habits are to be acquired. Natural facul- 
ties are the work of God, and: divine ſuceours 
are his precious gifts; but in beihgs, formed 
for improvement and progreſs, the applica- 
| tion of theſe faculties and ſuccours te their 
N conduct and actions is ir work. This re- 
| quires the exertion of their free will, the true 
principle and.cau/e of moral actions; for an 
in voluntary obedience deſtroys the very eſ- 
ſence of moral virtue. The will, effentially 
free and active, operates by motives, which 
are not mechanical agents, as ſome philoſo- 
: "Yue! have ſtrangely e them, but 
. ; alen 


r * . 


brsebünsk Tax 


.. reaſons of conduct derived from *. Jo 
deſire of happineſs, and our particular views | 
of the objects, which ſeem adapted to pro- 
duce * Accordingly, a ſtate of trial was 
wiſely appointed to be the firſt ſtate of man, 0 
as à finite, and, conſequently, imperfect being, 
ſuſceptible of improvement or degradation, 
happineſs or miſery. It was in ſuch a ſtate, 
where inſtrufions and promiſes enlighten ind 

eticourage—where admonitions and dangers | 
alarm here temptations . and difficulties call 
forth prudent vigilance and active effort and 


_ _ "where, even ſuffering and ſorrow correct : 
moral diſorder, that man was appointed to 


run the race for the prize: of. bis high calling, 
. Tus dictates of reaſon lead us to conſider it 
2 as" leaſt, probable, that all finite beings, 
even thoſe of the higheſt orders 1 in the: uni- 
5 verſe, have had their reſpective ſtates of 'trial, 
chat is, have been, liable to fall from their 
integrity, as well as capable of ariſing to ſtill 
higher degrees of virtue and happineſs. This 
conjecture i is fayoured. by Revelation; for w- 
are told, in ſcripture, of the Angels, that =p 


a of them abode nt in te wi. . + 
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BY fl ig, They, 18 Tm 1 

ea of 4 Know! edge of good, 

vl TFT. the trial of thej LE 3 and 
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25 gli the pallge, Ty intended to make the em 


at. ) 1 #7 DLL 


B. 65 1 5 un lawful e E nJoyment. w vould 


ernicleus and deftruct Qve. . All 
| this ſhows Ay thoug gb created "upright, they 


were 2 5 of im 1 aprovelnen by turning o | 
_ profit th "that of their yirtue ; but, by 
| the Lhe reaſon, they were ſuſceptible if de- 


gradation,”" 48 "they had' "not Acquire . the 728 


habits ts” of. bediene ce. | is a_ general rule, 
with ; relp et to all Hate 1 bein e and. 9 | 
: that hae: can berome be et hecome 
worſt 8 the, firſt ts of, t 255 human "I 
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plicable to our firſt parents, -but, ig a certain 
ſenſe, to all mankind. This latter appheae- + 
tion is, probably, that which the wiſe King 

had principally in view. For it ſeems to have 
been. his deſign to ſhews, that the iniquities 
Al gelußons of men myſt, be laid to, their 
un charge; which would not have been 
5 true, if the affirmation of the text, 
| that Cad made man upright,, were not appli- 
cable, in A, certain ſenſe, . to all mankind 
That it is to be applied in this extent, the 
nature of wan, even amidft all the ryinous 
| effefts of original corruption and actual trauſ- 
lige, Milt continyes to ſhegyby: Many er 
maining lines of its primitive dignity, | Like 
a flately edifice, which, though ſtruek by 
nder, retajns, yenerable marks. of whap, it 
formerly. was and might become again, if | 
Waren repaired, the human mind Kill exhi- 
hits, manifeſk proofs of its high. deſtination for 
vine and happineſa.—It is true, we come 


0 into life in a much more diſadvantageous and . 


bumiliating condition than our firſt parents. 

Sin and miſery, introduced by them. into tlie 

World, ſubjeQed their. W to bodily cor 
5 ruption 
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 ruption = mental diſorder, and, thus, gave IE 
2 ſtrong influence to temptation, and a fatal 
propenſity to revolt and diſobedience. | Ne- 
vertheleſs, the original principles of integrity, 
and the innate love of order were nevet 
entirely effaced in the human mind. Virtue 
may be unpractiſed and vice purſued; but 
where is that mind, to whoſe eye virtue ap- 
| pears odious and vice reſpectable Does even 
the aſſaſſin, in a moment of reflexion, regard 
| N injuſtice as objects of eſteem, or 
equity and humanity as objects of diſappto- 
| bation? No: his remorſe | ſooner or later 
proves that G made bim upright, and de- 
ſitzned that he ſhould be ſo, by connecting 
1 of mind with tranſgreſſion. Farbe, 
« of the Gods, (ſaid a Heathen Poet,) if thou 
wilt not inflit any other © puniſhment on the 
41 barbarous tyrant, preſent to Bim, at aft, the 
. attrafting form of virtue, that he may be in- 
© wardly conſumed at the ne 15 having | 
# forſaken een it 214. 030% 
It is certain, that the eins work of God, 
the primitive principles of rectitude, order, 
55 12 8050 are . and | eternal 
Wy in 
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11A the Betas mid, though too often eclipſed 


and overpowered. If the corruption of na- 
ture, and the unhappy aſcendant of irregular 


- paſſions which ſucceeded the fall of man, 
_ Juſtify that expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt, when 


he ſays, that wwe are born in fin and conceived. 


in iniquity,” yet, on the other hand, the moral 
principles and faculties of that nature, which 
ſtill remain, juſtify the apoſtle, when he ſaid, _ 
even of the unenlightened nations, the Gentiles 
_ zohich- have not the (written or revealed) la, 
are u lat to themſelves :' they ſhew the wf 
_ the law turitten in their hearts, their conſcience 
alſo bearing witneſs, In all nations, (however 
diverſified their inhabitants may be with re- 
ſpect to natural capacity, means of inſtruction, 
or local advantages, the ſenſe of moral good 
and evil maintains, more or leſs, its ground. 
There is an immutable principle in man, 
which never ceaſes to bear teſtimony to the 
things that are true, honeſt, lovely, and of good 
report, and to blame and condemn What is 
malignant and unjuſt, eruel, perſidious, and 
ungrateful. Even the untutored ſavage po 
rode ſenſe "of goo and al igri, 
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| God, we turn our view to the work of man, : 

the proſpect is painful and afflicting. That 

pernicious inventions have been and are ſtill 
daily /aught out to counteract che noble wor 
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ſuffers 3 from, the want of culture, and 


3 the advantages. which may.' be. derived. el 
civilization and ſocial intereourſe. This uni- 
verſal ſenſe, or perception, of ſomething, ami- 


Vons, and of ſomething odious, deformed, 
and ſhameful in others, ſhews, palpably, the 


original work of God in the human heart. 


formed for that true which flows - 75 


from virtue and order, and, cee that 
Cod made man;upright. 


But when, after conſidering the * af 


of him who has formed the reaſonable nature 


for order and happineſs, is but too notorious; 
arid this muſt appear peculiarly. deplorable to 
rience, that che ways of wi/dvom' are, truly, 
. ways .of pleaſantneſs; and all her paths peacti 

I wbeſe inventions we ſhall point out in a fol- 
Z TOP? Diſcourlv3- and; ſhall conclude: this 


27%) ODT: with 
— 7 ; x 8 


with ſome practical reflexions, itch! are na⸗ 


turally deducible from the part of our ſulbje&t | 


vm 11 been now treated. 
. 2 * 3 x 

We may 1 in 5 from = he 

has been already ſaid, that the original deſti- 

nation of our nature, and the lines, however 

feeble, which it Rill retains of its primitive in 

tegrity, ought to excite in us a certain ſenſe 


of its dignity, even under a juſt conſciouſneſs * 
of the imperfections and deviations which are 
ſo proper to humble us. A ſenſe of our dig- 

. nity as rational and immortal beings, and the 
elevation of mind which it inſpires, are not 


incompatible with humility; ; for true humi- 


lity is meet and. modeſt, but not abje&#;. it 
neither excludes that decent pride of con- 
ſcience and of virtue, which. preſerves. from. . 
baſe actions and ignoble purſuits, nor extin- 


guiſhes the noble ardour of a pious ambition 
to fulfil the high deſtiny which reaſon; revela- 
tion, and a_nature originally created upright, 
hold forth to man. While then we deplore 


the abuſes and inventions by which too many 
diſhonour the rank they hold in the creation, 
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let us ftill reſpect the work of Ged inthe hem 


of man, and in our eſtimate of human nature 


' conſider its dignity as well as its degradation.. | 
There are perſons who, viewing human na- 
ture only on the ſide of its corruption, and of 


the vices by which, indeed, it has been fatally 


diſhonoured, repreſent it as a complication of 
malignity, perfidy, and enormous ſelfiſhneſs ; 
as a comporad of imperious and diſcordant - 


paſſions, and totally i e of any thing 


truly good and virtuous. And from whence | 
do theſe miſrepreſentations generally proceed? 
Odſten from the quarter of infidels and ſcep- 
tics, ſome of whom call in queſtion even the 
reality of virtue; ſometimes from the theolo-ꝛ 


gical opinions of theſe who think they cannot 


fufficiently honour Divine Revelation without 


exalting it on the ruins of nature and reaſon ; 
and not ſeldom from ill-humour and ſplenetic 


miſanthropy. But from whatever quarter 
| theſe miſrepreſemations come, they are highly 


prejudicial 'to the intereſts of true religion. 


Exaggeration and extremes are blameable in 
all things; but in religion and morals 1 50 4 


hats . 2 ry ae = 
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| DISCOURSE, . 
It i is proper. to obſerve here, that, in dur 
. of human nature, we may fall into 
extremes on both ſides. If ſome exaggerate 
the deformity. and corruption of man in his 
fallen ſtate; ' others may form too high ideas 
ol his excellence and dignity, conſidering the 


humiliating fins and infirmities which ſo _ 


eaſily beſet him. This latter extreme is the 
leſs pernicious, as it furniſhes to reflexion and 


conſcience a ſource of ſalutary admonition | 5 
and reproach, when, in any inſtance, we for- 


get ourſelves, and loſe ſight of the demands 
which a nature, endowed with the high 
powers of reaſon and liberty, has upon our 
conduct and converſation. The other ex- 
treme is at leaſt ſuſceptible of greater abuſe. 
A perſuaſion of the total blindneſs, impotence, 
and corruption of human nature, diſcourages 
all generous and active endeavours to, turn to 
profit. the occaſions and means of improve- 
ment. In weak minds, of a religious turn, it 
produces a. too ſupine reliance on divine ſue- 
ours, which are, indeed, mercifully offered. 
to human infirmity, but never deſigned to re- 
lax pious effort in working out our 020n ſalva- 
tion. In minds leſs principled, its effects are 
* full 
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_ kill more fatal; for it flatters a voluntary! in- | 
dolente, arid nouriſhes a vicious ſecurity; It 
places tranſgreſſion at its caſe, even before be 
tribunal of conſcience, and furniſhes pretexts, 
firſt; for infirmities and omiſſions; and iter- 
würds, in the progreſs of corruption, for all 
the tranſgreſſions of an irregular and licentious 
He. Let us, then, carefully avoid theſe ex- 

meme, Let us do juſtice to the work of God 
in our hearts, both by our ſentiments and ac- 
„A.- Biere eſpecially, let this important 
truth, that God. made man upright, be conſi- 
dered by every one of us as a ſacred rule of 
conduct a ſure criterion of happineſs—a pal- 
pable progngſfic of immortality. 8 
1. Let the tuch of the text be to us 4 85 
ſarcred rule of conduct. If man had not been 
originally formed with the faculty of perceiv- 
ing the excellence of virtue and the deformity - 
of vice; if he had no active powers remain-  - 
ing, which might lead him, with the needful 
fuccour, to purſue the one andto avoid the 
other, he would not be ſuſceptible of moral, 
direction, and the exhortations, admonitions, 
and encouragements of the goſpel, even ac- 
Y 8 with its e would be ad- 
5 1 | dreſſed 


brbcbb AE 1 17 


dreſſed” to . vain,” It is becauſe ie Was 


created upright, and ſtill retains; thou gh amidſt 
much imperfection, certain lines of his primi- 
tive fate, that the Goſpel of power and grace 
has been ſent to rene to him! in the ſpirit of brs 
min, and reſtore the divine image, difmally 
eclipfed' by ſin and diſorder, to its original 
luſtre: It was upon the remaining germ of 
moral rectitude, and not upon a paſſive maſs 
of corruption and malignity, that the ſuccours, 
precepts, and motives of the Goſpel” were 


defigned, to diſplay their ſalutary power and 
fſiufluence. Thus our moral conſtitution, as 
deſtined by the God of nature, for order and 
obedience, and our privileges by grace, which 
Furniſh'us with ſuccours to act well and wiſely, 

form together a ſolemn rule of conduct, of 
which we cannot loſe ſight without ſacrificing 
our eſſential, our eternal intereſts. Let rhis - 
rule of conduct be ever ſacred in our eſteem! 
It is not to the inferior appetites and paſſions 


that we muſt lock for a rule. Many, it is 


true, unhappily take them for their chief 
guides; but how, do they direct the courſe of 
ſuch through human life? Juſt as ſtorms and 
Hilfe Ln dire& the mariner on a boiſ- 


N of. = terous 
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terous ceean, when he has loſt his compaſy 
and his helm, and his pole-ſtar is covered with 
| tumultuous... They were deſigned to ſerve, 
not to govern. Diſcordant and contradiftory | 
in their imperipus demands, their reign is the 
anarchy and ruin of the ſoul; and it is only . 
| their ſubordination to. a ſuperior principle, 
that can preyent their rendering us both. cri- 
minal and unhappy. . How Apollo is his 
verified in our time and dar. | 
Thus then, you. ſee that, by creating way 1 
9 and forming him for order and vir: 
tue, both by the conſtitution of his nature 
and his Goſpel vocation, God has given him 
à facred rule of life and conduct. This is. d 
rule which is always the ſame, . whoſe-obliga- 
| tion nothing can change; ſinge it is founded 
on his own nature. It does not depend- on 
the approbation or opinions of the world 31. it 
derives its authority from him, who is greater 
. than the world, It is the ſecret and internal 
guardian of virtue; and the idea, | that God 
created bim wright, will reſtrain. the true 
Chriſtian from whatever is baſe, vicious, and 
re, in the ſlence of retirement and 
ſolitude, 
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ſolitude, as well as under the eye and ob- 
ſervation. of the world. It is here, though 
Without any thing that ſavours of pride or 

ſelf· ſufficiency, that the good man will revere 
himſelf; that is, the work of God in hie om 
heart; and feel honour and ſhame in the moſt 


ſecret thoughts and actions of his life: 


While he ſhews a decent regard to the eye 
the world which is upon him, he will ſtill 
maintain a ſuperior reſpect for himſelf ; and 
will purſue the things that are true, honeſt, 
lovely, and decent, Where no eye can reach 
bim, but that, of bis Wee and his 
Judge. ws Pas 
25 Nearly Sasch "ith, this 4 is Ry Br. 
inference deducible from the truth of our 
text, which is, that it will ſerve as a criterion 
of: the nature and means of true happineſa, 
and lead. us to appreciate the different ſources 
of pleaſure and enjoyment, which are offered 
to man. A human nature is a compound f 
vaxious ſenſes, appetites, and aſſections, the 
benignity of Providence has connected with 
But there is: a ſignal difference be- 
_ theſe enjoyments, both with reſpect 
$0.3 2 to 


cannot be always bent upon matters of A 
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to their nature und Abr. It follows, er 
courſe, that thoſe which are the moſt excel 
| lent and durable, claim juſtly the principal 

place in the eſteem of a being, whom God 
| has created upright ; and ſuch undoubtedly 


are the ſolid and ſublime pleaſures of wiſdom 


and virtue. It is true, indeed; that our con- 
nexion with a material world renders the 
pleaſures of ſenſe deſirable and lawful,” to 4 

certain degree. It is alſo true, that the plea- 
ſures of the imagination, which have their 
objects in the fine arts and in the'clegaticies. 


of life, are not only innocent, when they are 


kept in ſubordination to higher enjoy ments, 
but even commendable; as they afford an 
ingenuous kind of gratification, which the 
ſevereſt wiſdom will not diſdain. They are 
innocent objects of relaxation and entertain 
ment in this preſent ſtate, which'is the infancy 
of our, exiſtence; and, in which, the mind 


ſerious and important kind! But the frame 
- of our nature (if its integrity and moral taſte 
are not fatally vitiated) will loudly pronounee 
all theſe pleaſures inferior to the ſacred des 
. chat e 1 piety and virtue, 

| Conſider 15 


vpiscobksE 1 i, We: 5 
Conſider. the - inward r content- | 
ment, and hope, which the good man derives - 
from an humble conſciouſneſs of the favour 
of God: from the contemplation of, his per- 
feQions, and confidence in his promiſes.— 
Conſider the pleaſure which is diffuſed 
through his heart, by an act of beneficence. 
Which "ſoftens the diſtreſs of indigent merit, 
or dries the tears ohe widow and the or- 
phan.—Conſider the internal harmony and 
peace of mind, which accompany his ſincere | 
endeavours to direct his conduct by '. 
15 * demands of righteouſneſs, temperance, 
to come and if, after an 
"to ſideration of theſe ſources of 
enjoyment, you compare thaw with the plea- 
ſures of ſenſe; even in theic moſt elegant 
refinements,—what will be: the concluſion? © 
Your: hearts will ſurely feel the high prefer- 
ence due to the former; and you will adopt 
the language of one, Who, having known _ 
both by experience, expreſſed himſelf thus: 
Happy is the man, 1who: findeth Wiſdom !. She 
is more precious than rubies, and all the Things 25 
thou canft dire are not to be unte 


ber. | She ir ae of ue tar oy hl | 
8 A  apon 
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upon ber. Her ways art ways r 
ary e. „ . 

3. Lafth, The conſideration, thit Gi hath. 
| 2 man fright, has à beautiful corteſpond-" | 
ence with the promiſes of the Goſpel, telative 
to the future perfection and happinefs of the 
righteous. It is, as it were, a vittual decla- 
ration of * litimortallty to man; for moral 
rectitude @nnot die; j nor will God leave his 
work unfiniſhed in the human heart, but will 
bring it to maturity in due time, when that 


ebbich ir perſech ſhall come; and that which i- 


i part (that is, defigned only to ſerve mo- 
mentary purpoſes) /balt be done away. The 
lines of moral excellence, however imperfect, 
which the Chriſtlan pereelves within him, 
even in a preſent tate, i in which the creature 
bas been, more or leſs, made ſubject to corruption | 
and vanity, will prevent his infirmities from 
| clouding the glorious proſpect which opens 
do hls faith in the precious promiſes of the 
| Goſpel, He wil, on the contrary, view the 


- - Evnnexion between what he js, here, through 


p * and what he ſhall Se, in glory, here. 


& Proven, wii. 15, Ke. 355 
. aſter, 


* 


pio „ 

after, with an humble, but calm ſatisfaction, 
and an elevated eye of hope. As the huf- 
bandman perceives, in the feeble plant, which 
bends before the ſmalleſt þlaſt, a future tree 
that ſhall raiſe its head, extend its branches, 
and become an ornament to the foreſt ; ſo the 
Chriſtian views, in the faculties of his nature, 
though feeble and imperfect, the grandeur of 
his future and immortal deſtination. Thus 
will he be encouraged to preſs on to the mark, 
aer the prize of his high calling; and look for- 
ward, with delightful expectation, to that 
great and important day, when Human Na- 
ture, like the other works of God, thall ap- 
pear honourable and glorious, that the praiſes 25 
- Ie Wenn e 
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Lo! THIs ONLY Goviir FOUND, THAT GOD 
- HATH MADE MAN UPRIGHT ; BUT THEY | 
HAVE SOUGHT OUT MANY' INVENTIONS. | 


N our Bc Diſcourſe we condos... 
| © the work of God in the original conftitu- 0 
tion of the human mind, as it is repreſented 
by Solomon in thoſe words, God hath made 
man upright ; and we unfolded the ideas 
which are implied in that expreſſion. We 
come now to conſider the irregular work of 
man, who has ſought out many inventions. of 
By the znventions here mentioned, Solomon 
means all thoſe deviations from the dictates of 
reaſon and religion, from the immutable law# 
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of righteouſneſs. and virtue, which N 
human nature, and oppoſe its deſtination for 
true felicity. He. calls them inventions, and 5 
the term is both juſt and expreſſive. Le. 
repreſents men as departing from a rule of 
conduct and. a ſource. of happineſs. which 
they carry with them in their own breaſts, 
-and eagerly ſearching, under the guidance of 
_ fancy and paſſions, for other rules of life and 
other plans of felicity. _ 

We ſhall not here dwell ack upon the, 
inventions by which our firſt parents fell fnom 
their original rectitude. The hiſtory of their 
tratiſgreſſion is related with ſuch brevity, as 
ſeems to forbid our entering into long and 
fanciful ſpeculations on this event. All we 
know, or can know, of the matter is, that 
God created them rational and free agents, 
and placed them in a ſtate of trial. No: 
know, moreover, that they tranſgreſſed a 
poſitive command of their Benefactor and 
their Judge by eating of the tree of knowledge, 
which was the only object then in the world, 
that exhibited to them the view of natural 
good, connected with evil, that is, with de- 
ſtructive en In whatever manner 

3 | 7 this 


/ 
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cis tree, and the prohibition 00 ear et k. ey 
be interpreted, the truth conveyed to us by. 
the ſacred hiftortan's account of it is ſtill the 
fame. Whether it had any natural efficacy of 

an inflanimatory and poiſonous kind, or was 
# fymbol of ſenſuality and intemperance, or 
ſuppofing it merely a trial of the obedience of 
our firft parents; in every view of the matter, 


- notions of felicity, as a rule of conduct, in 
oppoſition to the expreſs declaration and 
command of God. The fatal conſequence” of 
tranſgreſſing this command was poſitively ſet . 

before them; but curioſity and appetite, ſe- 
conding the Tempter, repreſented the matter 
otherwiſe to their deluded fancy, and (in their 
fooliſh inventions) they changed the truth 7 
God into à lie. They ſtrangely loſt ſight of 

the connexion which God had fo ſolemnly 
eftabſiſhed between obedience and happineſs : 


they follow their own inventions, their falſe 


they ſeparated the love of pleaſure from the 


love of order; and aſpiring after imaginary 
' wiſdom, they fell i into an abyſs of miſery and 
folly. By this fatal act they loſt their inno- 


oy cente, their confidence in God, and their ; 


. — Their ſelf- love became i ir- 


. 
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| rotiſar! dnl engendered i ſplrit of pride and 
|  ihdepetidetice; diviſion and rumuft aroſe in 
_ their, minds; the fuprettacy of 'reafbii w 
ufurped by the paſſions ; they fell from 
_ obedience, and by eating the forbidden 101 
_ acquired the experimental Knowledge of len- 
e . connected with moral evil. | 
But leaving the particular cafe of our firſt 
parents, we proceed to obſerve, that by ſimilar 
| inventions their poſterity depart from the origi- 
nal laws of rectitude. Deceiving themſelves 
by falſe repreſentations of things, ſuggeſted 
by a corrupt fancy and irregular paſſions, 
they think they may tranſgreſs theſe laws 
with impunity, and purſue rules of condut 
and ſources of enjoyment which the poſitive 
. precepts of religion, and the internal dictates 
of reaſon and conſcience, diſavow and con- 
demn.— We need not draw an afflicting pic- 
| ture of the errors, prejudices, vice and | 
- follies, which, ſince the fall of man, have 
_ corrupted the integrity of human nature, and. 
deformed the work of God in its original ; 
conſtitution. We need not go back to the 


_ © Hiſtory of mankind in paſt ages, in order to 5 


point out the various forms of ſuperſtition 2 


and 


1 1 piscobksE It 


and impiety chat nearly effaced all rational 
impreſſions of religion in the minds of men, 
the odious vices which degraded. reaſon. and 
Kupified conſcience, - and the  miſeries and 
calamities i in which mankind in all ages have 
been involved, merely by erroneous purſuits  - 
ol felicity. The ſcene of human life through 


> "which we are paſſing preſents this picture 


_ of. man's degradation in the moſt. aftliting 


colours. On the one hand, you ſee man not 
only. created upright, (as this term has been 


already explained,) but enlightened, moreover, 
with a Divine Revelation, in which truths, 
the moſt important to our natural deſire of an 


endleſs felicity, are ſo richly diſplayed, —in 
| which the pureſt precepts, the moſt encoura- 


| | what 


ging promiſes, and the moſt powerful ſuccours 
are exhibited, to diſpel our errors and illu- 
ſions, to direct our conduct, and to ſanctify 


1 | qgur. "Kee. but on the other, -what devices, ; 
V 


of men daily ſuggeſt, to elude the demands 

and prevent the efficacy of this Divine Re- 

ligion! And (if we look into the matter at- 

tentively) what folly, what corruption, What 
9 muſt. we not oor | in theſe inven- 7 

| | tions? If 


entions, do the paſſions and fancies 5 5 


7 
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node? They exert their fullicious and fiat 


influence in Ihrer reſpects, which concern the 


moſt eſſential intereſts of man, in time and Gs 
in eternity; I mean with reſpect to reli Lier 


eee ound and he: Pe" ef 5 | 

Bappineſ.. 1 
Firſt, with reſpet to "religious print, 4 

what unnatural inventions and efforts are em- 


ployed to conteſt its obligation or to counter- 


a its influence? If man reflects upon the 


and powers, form an aggregate of contra- 
dictions. 
dence. His Wants, his defires, his tranſitory 


intelligent and moral nature which he derives 
from the Author of his exiſtence, if he con- 
Tiders his ſituation under the providence and 


government of that great Being, as depending 


on his goodneſs in time, and on his mercy for 
eternity ; what is the firſt thought that muſt 
ariſe from this plain view of his nature and 


his ſtate? Is it not this, that he is deftined to 


dear the character of a religious being?— 5 
When he is not conſidered in this Point of 


view, his nature, his capacity, his Wen. 


Every thing announces his depen- 


exiſtence here, Bis evident deſtination for 
 faturity, — the RP wr 08 


n 
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| wes to gemgre all eee e 


tection of an almighty, wiſe, and benevolem 


Being eſſential to his tranquillity, The ſenti- 


ments and affeckions that are — — 3 | 


With theſe. truths conſtitute the, religious. cha- 


.xaQer ; 3 2 character that ennobles man, and 


removes all the inconſiſtencies and contradice . 


tions which disfigure his preſent frail and tran- 
ſitory exiſtence. But what laborious i inyentions 


capricious: chance or blind fate, and thus t9 


extinguiſh every fecling of rational hope. and 
_ pleaſing expectation in the human breaſt? 
And even among thoſe, who haye not. "got 
| 75 far as this ſpeculative frenzy, there are too 
many wbo invent pretexts to juſtify their ne · 
_ ge, ef the 
flatter themſelves with the deluſive hope * 
_ impwtiy, while they perſevere in the viola- 
1 dien of its injunctions and the omiſſion of its 
ee They employ, 0 the ſophiſtry of 
1 te the goodneſs. of _ 


religion they profeſs. They 


ion to 


ed and, modify e demands of his juſtice, 


1295 Zh 45 
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f 


ue employed by ſome to ſap the foundations 
of religion, to involye mankind in darkneſs and == 
doubt wich xeſpeR.. to their origin and their 
deſtinatien, to. throw them into the arms of 
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dan of - their irregular deſires... In 6: word, 


perfections, nor ſtudy his word, nor ate pro- 
perly affected by his promiſes and threaten- 


— 


_— be objects of his protection and! 
mercy, though they neither contemplate.\ his 


ings... By theſe HluſGions which they encoue 


rage and nouriſh, they are led into that fiate 


of mind which may be called re/zgious indiffee 
rence : and ſurely chis is a ſtate imprudent and 
conſiſtent with the nature of an intelligent, 


moral, dependent, and immortal being. For 


if che doctrines of religion are not palpabiy 
falſe, their demands upon our ſerious attention 
are moſt ſolemn, on account. of their direft - 


RT connexian with our eſſential and 
eternal intereſts. - Here indiſference is the 


"moſt. unaccountable and fatal iluſiaon. If it 
proceeds from a ſenſual ſpirit af indulente and 


inconſideration, it is a criminal neglect of the 


high purpoſes far which man uns fornied: 


and what a lamentable aſpact does humzn na- 
ture bear in thoſe who, with a ſhort duration 
before them in a preſent world, ney, without 
any aſſurance of [enjoying its advantatzes h- 
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| upon their future deſtination,” on that foot i 


„„ 
Goſpel, * * 1 ae 


We Equally deplorable an a are the 
 nventions of many relative to their moral 
conduct and obligations. God has made m | 


wright: be has implanted in the human 


heart a ſenſe of good and evil: he has ſtamp- 
ed the fair and unchangeable lines of beauty . 


and dignity on the things that are true, bongſh, 
and fi: he has rendered virtue delightful to 
conſcience, and connected inward feelings 0 
| with every pious affection and every 
generous deed: ſo that (to uſe the expreſſion 
of Solomon) it ir a jey to tbe juſt io do but 


mich 1s god. Nevertheleſa, how is chis im- 4 | 


mutable law of God in the human mind 
evaded and counteracted, not only hy the puſt 


Bons of men, but (Which is ſtill more ſhocks 


cdol and deliberate corruption, to favour their 
indulgence? For ſome will tell your that he 
difference between moral good and evil is the 
 rontrivance of civil policy, or the” factions . 
 imprefſion'of early education, and hab no ob- 
jet kundatlon but d preſent and temporal | 


at; : "HOP: 


* 8 


7 Os who pay be wünt more 


regard to the facred laws of nature and reaſon, 
conſider them at the ſame time as general rules 
of conduct, Which admit of a multitude of 
| exceptions, and eaſily adopt and miſunderſtand 
| the procept of Solomon, Be not righteous ober- 
much. © Such corrupt caſuiſts are too nume- _ 
rous; and their deviations from the law e, 
their minds, in favour of what the Apoſtle 
calls che law of their members; that is, their 
appetites and paſfions, are unhappily too noto- 


rious, both in the publie and private ſeenes of 


ſometimes ſuggeſt an anxious ſuſpicion that 
they may be miſtaken. Certain inward feel-⸗ 

ings; which are rarely, if ever, totally extin- 
guiſhed, muſt diſturb, in the hour of ſolitude 


hereafter, that God. made man upright... 


Among the deluſions and inventions relative 
to our conduct and actions none are more 


which e eiſelove fo e leads 
imagination to form, with reſpect to our cha- 
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- rafters and the true ſtate of our minds. 


J Oy 5-18; 7 


and recolleQion, their falſe tranquillity ; and 
intimate here, as they will -awfully proclaim 1 


4 


human life. A ſecret voice muſt, however, | 


35 
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Under. the influence of this deceitful: gude 


dhe deformity of vice is diſguiſed by falſe | 
Colouring. In many caſes vices even aſſume 
the honourable appellations which belong only 
do virtue and true merit; and where corrup- 


tion is. not carried 10 far as to convert vices 


into virtues, it goes often far enough to make 
men regard the former as pardonable inſtances 
of human infirmity, which they are under no 


obligation to correct. Thus the culture of 
men's minds is neglected; and their fancies, 


- + humours, and paſſions are rarely preſented as 
objects of ſelf· examination to that inward 
monitor which God has appointed to be the 

guide of their moral conduct, and which he 

originally created upright. In the view of 


phet, Wo unto 8 1918 —__ oy wii e and 


* 


= evil |. TSS. 75 * 
It is by falle et Nis 3 — 0 
men are led into theſe deluſions, and this is a 
third inſtance in which man, though made 5 
rigbt, bas ſought out many inventions. — It is 
; ben . he e the: fountain of living 
x | | NE : 


+ WW 


| 


theſe deviations, theſe pernicious: inſtances of 
ſelf-deluſion and error, is it not natural to 
recollect the exclamation of an inſpired pro- 


'D1860VR * fl. 3 
0 waters; al Herd out 10 bimlf broken cifterns 1225 
which can bold uo waer. In the co 


of human nature, as well as in the repeated 
deelaratiohs of his holy werd, God has 


pointed gut the genuine and only ſources of -_ 


true and permanent felicity to man. Reaſon 
and experience admoniſh him that his happi- 
neſs mut floh from pious and benevolent 
affections, from the peace of an approving | 
conſtience, from that temperance which con- 
tributes to the vigour of his body and the 
ſerenity of his mind, and from thoſe hopes to 
Which religion unfolds” an eternity of pure 
and exalted enjoyment; at the end of this 
trauſſtory life. Such is the path to happineſs 
Which reaſon,” revelation, and experience 
point out; and this path will never miſſead 
the true Chriſtian in his purſuit of that great 
object of his wiſhes" and end of his being. 
But this object is too often loſt,” becauſe'the _ 
true path that leads to it is neglected and de- 
ſerted? In this wilderneſs of human life, 
through which we' are paſhng'to a permanent 
country, nothing' is more common than to ſee | 
men 1 aſide from the true path, . 


-t Tt 1 1 ee 
3 13 * 
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en the moſt prepoſterous inventions to 
ſegure happineſs, which accordingly is ever 


fling from them. They depend fur. fable en- 
joyment on the external advantages of life, 


Which are uncertain 3 On. the indulgence f 
pPaſfons, which ſatiate, without adminiſtering 
true contentment ; on actions often, productive 
of remorſe, and on plans and eren, ee 
are embittered by diſappointment: les. 5 oe 

| o ahadnbtrvn ft; che” 
Per OM - caſes: and examples" which: illuſtrate and con- 
| firm: the dofrine of our text. There id no 
WERE 85 | ſource of truth, no path to duty and happi- 5 

. N neſs, Which have not ſuffered by the inven- - 
* Bons and devices of men. They have po- 
bozedi the belt gifts of heaven, and rendered | 
Fo the moſt precious means, both df moral im- 


þ provement and temporal comfort, fruitleſs and 

> ineffectual. Even that divine ſource of light 
SAS 1 which God has given us in 
8 the Goſpel of Jeſus, to elevate dur views, 
dur deſires, and hopes to @ glorious deſtina- 
f uon, and ſoften the pains of our paſſage "to 

it, how has it been miſimproved, nay, often 
. Ginligured by the inventions of men Ita 
= | 8  deftrines have * of 8 beautiful fims 
1 8 plicity, - 


reſpect to their demands by the exceſſive au- 
ſterity of ſome; and almoſt reduced to à mere 
| ſhadow of virtue hy the criminal levity and 
relaxation of others. One ſet of men have 
laid an undue fireſs upon faith; to the diſpa- 
ragement of good work : another have repre- | 
_ ſented morality as independetit on religion, not 
conſidering that æ religious faith is the prime, 
the vital ſupport bf moral virtue. Diſſentions 
and animoſities have been kifidled by theſe 
extremes, and both truth and charity have 
been "Eſſentially - wounded in Lewes San od 
human f inventions. 
Thus the original work of Cod in a 
human heart is counteracted by the inventions 


of man, in the various reſpects we have now 
been mentioning. Many more might be 
added, of which we need not preſent the 
painful enumeration· They will appear in 


| 3 their unhappy colours to ſuch as conſider 


the preſent ſtate of religion, morals, and hu- 
man a was formed for bappineſs; * 


8 23 'F a * 
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 phieity, dyinpure mixtures ef the devices ef 
ſuperſtition,” che viſions of enthüßiaſm, and 


the inventions of 'metaphyſical preſumption. \ ; 
Its moral" precepts have been exaggerated with 


1 
2 
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but eee, ee, na- 
ture, that his true and permanent happineſs | 
aan only proceed from religious principle and 
moral rectitude. The inventions and PREY 
by which hedeviates from theſe pure and per- 
petual ſources of felicity, may produce tranſitory | 
| Pleaſures; but they mit terminate in his de- 
gradation and miſery: and What we wiſh you 
to obſerve particularly is, that his degradation 
and miſery are his own work; they are 
chargeable on him alone. God ereated man 
originally prigbt; and the primitive prin- 
ciples of moral truth and rectitude, thaugſ 
| unhappily cclipled,, have never been D . 8 
1 extinguiſhed in the human heart. Theſe 3 
Principles have been reinforced by a divine 
revelation, which unfolds to us, in its ſublime 
ſimplicity, the moſt important inſtruction, 
the moſt powerful ſuccours, the moſt animat-: 
ing motives and pruoſpects, to conduct our 
ſteps in the paths of virtue and true felicity. 0 
Under ſuch a diſpenſation we can neither 4 
plead ignorance nor want of means, to juſtify,” ; 


Lo 


our deviations from the ways of truth and ‚ 
. duty. The beſt of men are not, indeed. 
, fccured en n inſtance of error and in- 


| vr ASE * e 7 - 
at e paſſing to their won — 
the creature has been made fubje# to vanity b. 
Nevertheleſs,” a ſecurity from all permanent 5 
and fatal errors and deviations is attainable by 
every ſineere Chriſtian, who has recourſe to 
the Goſpel of his Lord and Redeemer, as a 
light to his feet and lamp to bis path: This 
divine Goſpel is every way adapted to rectify 


all eſſential errors, to pour light into the dark - - 


ened underſtanding; ſtrength and vigour into 
the feeble and wavering heart, peace into the 
wounded conſcienee, and ſanctity and order 
into the "ſoul where corrupt and irregular a. 
fections reigned. By its affecting truths, its 
pure precepts, and the ſuccours of that Spirit 
by which it is adminiſtered, it is adapted too 
purify and improve the moral taſte, ne 
- the diſcernment of that internal eye which is 
the light of the ſoul, and nouriſh thoſe relig. 
ous and virtuous affections which are its 4% in 
the nobleſt ſenſe of that word. It preſents, fi- 
nally, the moſt attracting examples + F 
imitation, rich manifeſtations of paternal mer- 
wt to o enicourage our pious efforts, and ane 
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parting 
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. porting promiſes to anjupats- us to 2 Geer 
and perſevering obedience.—Thus in the diſ- 
penſation of divine, wiſdom, goodneſs. and 


grace under which we live, ample means and 
motives are vouchſafed to recall free, fallible, 


and fallen creatures to righteouſneſs, and feli- 


city. If man, therefore, continues perverſe, 
his inventions and deviations, with the guilt 
9 mee e attend them, lie at his m 
- 'Reaſon and revelation ſhew him the . 
b contrary paths which lead to future happineſs 
. or N and as a rational being he muſt 
. ahuſe freely between theſe oppoſite objects, 
and alſo be reſponſible for the conſegranink of; . 

5 his „ oct oo Her canifl 

| ws pointes wrt of. Gal in he 
ee conſtitution of human natute, and in 
the diſpenſation of grace, is in perfect har- 
mony. Both declare his love of righteouſ- 
neſs and his averſion to iniquity. Both pro- 


man creation and redemption unite to ſhew 
that he was formed. for a and 

4 order, for happineſs and perfection. 
lere then, with the doctrine of e 
| fall in our when let us copier Oy 
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claim to the univerſe the true deſtination of, . 
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CO jniportant do@rine, the < following con „„ 
N Len de ere ee eee 3 
us to keep conſtantly in mind that critical 
ſtate of human nature, by which it is ſuſ- 
_ - ceptible. of the nobleſt improvement and 
 felicity; or of the moſt odious degradation and ER: 
miſery. Raiſed above the merely apimal 
creation by our rational faculties, which carry. pe 
in their capacity of perpetual improvement, 
palpable marks of an immortal deſtination, 
and favoured with Goſpel light, -ſuccours and | 
. promiſes, we may riſe to excellent attainments 
in uſeful knowledge and virtuous habits, — 
But, on the other hand, expoſed to the de- 3 
- we. may fall into the moſt ignoble and un- 
| AI any os; We 
may enjoy the ſublime delights and confola- 
tions of religious hope, which points to im- 
< mortality, or wander in the dark and oomfort- ED 
leſs labyrinths of ſcepticiſm, which lead to 
anguiſh and deſpair, | We may favour, even 
bere below, the eſſence of true felicity, in the. 
love and I nad the: TEEN 


relaxation of principle and 
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— peaceful conſcience ; or may be 
given over to the remorſe of a wounded ſpirit, 
the anticipation of future and tremendous 


5 


evils. Let the view of this critical ſtate of 


human nature make thoſe tremble, whom 


aſcendant of irregular paſſions are carrying 


towards the fatal precipice which borders on 


dieſtruction;; and let it keep alive, in all fin- 


cere Chriſtians, a ſolicitous attention to the 


the imperious 


** 


ſnares and temptations Which lies in wait to 


ſeduce thn from their integrity. Let it, in 
a particular manner, excite our circumſpec- 


tion, ben ve confider,)(that-every: ad - 


tranſgreſſion, and every omiſſion of duty, 


ments and unworthy actions, is a diſmal 


blunts, more or leſs, the ſenfibility of con- 
ſcience, diminiſhes the purity of the moral 
taſte, and gives a new degree of ſtrength to 
unruly appetites. And if the nobleſt work 
af God may be ſo fatally degraded;—if. 

Human Nature, degraded by vicious ſenti- 


— 


object, and exhibits. à ſpecies of deformity, 


of all others the moſt painful to a reflecting 


and feeling mind: -O! how ſhould this en- 


gage us to heeft our hearts "with all diligence,” 0 


| N 4 them are the i Due of Mo 
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We may add, adly, That as even the 
1 are not ſecured, in this imperfedt 
_ Rate, from infirmities and errors ; and as, in 
many things, we all offend, this conſideration 
will prevent the true Chriſtian from being 
high-minded, and will nouriſh in him an 
humble frame and temper. A ſenſe of his 
dignity, excited by the proſpect of his im- 
mortal deſtination, but tempered by the con- 
ſeiouſneſs of his deviations and failings, forms 
a happy tenour of character, in which, if 
pride be confounded, humility is ennobled. 
By this humble frame, the heart will be laid 
open to the ſuceours of Heaven, and, in the 
diligent uſe of religious means, motives, and 
privileges, will find a ſufficient ſupport, in 


and paternal guidance of the Great Being, 
who imparts light to the ignorant, and 
ſtrength to the feeble, we [ſhall gradually re- 
cover the primitive rectitude of that nature 
Wich he crrcated uprigbt; and —— 
feed ſrum fin, and become the. ſervants of Cod, 
we ball have e e ee 
OED FFV 
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every temptation. Thus, under the gracious 15 


nan object of ambition among thoſe. who beat” 
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FOR ' WHATSOEVER 18, | BORN or cop, 
 OVERCOMETH TAN won p; AND THIS' 


a8 THE VICTORY THAT. OVERCOMETH, 
TRR WORLD, EVEN OUR FAI. 


* 


2 
©Ca V3 


HE VicToRY 8 in our te 


as attainable by che Chriſtian, is as glo- 
kious as it is important; but it is too rarely 


the Chriſtian name. The religious man, Who, 
Lo animated by the precepts and promiſes of the 
Goſpel, aſpires after the conqueſt of bis irre- 
— gular paſſions, and reſolves to combat every 
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duty, is looked upon as a 


religion, as men 
of (conteſt ;/ 


'the-way. of his 


principle, do 
to this imita- - 


ſion, they unhappily negſec the virtuous 
endeavours, which ean only ſubdue with he 


. Peace, 
This negligence 


fatal in the iſſue. It d 


" a 4 
 fuccours' of Heaven, the enemies of their 
2: FIG ; "4 . " ' * 24 
improvement,” and felicit yr. 


riſhes its corruption, .enfeebles its powers; and 


means of Grace, that are 


Hefigned to arm us for the nobleſt af all eo 
des of condempation, to the 
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46 _ DISCOURSE: . 
_ the ground, —Let'us-not' thus forget our high _ 
and holy vocation. We ate placed in a ſtate 
palpably deſigned to exerciſe virtue by tem- 
Porary conteſt, in order to prepare it fer 
eternal bliſs; let us not then loſe ſight, either 
| of the nature of our courſe, or of the happy 
| ſcene that ſhall open to us at its concluſion. 
Let us conſider the obligations we are under 
to ſurmount the obſtacles that retard dur 
progreſs in a virtuous eourſe, and the mean 
with which we are (furniſhed to ſurmoumt 
them in effect. Theſe two points, which are 
evidently ſuggeſted to us in the words of our 
text, are worthy of our moſt ſerious atten- 
tion. Whatfrever,” ſays St. John, ig born | 
4 of God, overcometh the world. Here we 
fee, firff, the character, the conflick, and tlie 
nictory of the true Chriſtian; and, ferondly, 
The means by which his combat is rendered 
ſucceſsful, and his victory is accompliſhed, 
are expreſſed by the Apoſtle in the following 
words; and this is the victory which oer 
4 cometb the world, even our faith. At is our 
deſign to conſider theſe two points; the gf, 
in the 1 and the 5 hog a ks wo 
| W a F 
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I. 1. The eſſential character, and, indeed. 
the dignity of the Chriſtian, is expreſſed 
in our text; under the metaphorical phraſe 
of his being born of God. This phraſe has 
been notoriouſly abuſed by enthuſiaſts; but 
| meaning. It was employed; in the, Jewiſh 
| theology, to repreſent the change that was 
made in the proſelytes to Judaiſm, under the 
figure of a new birth or ſpiritual regenera- 
tion, by which they obtained the privileges 
of thoſe who, by natural birth, were the de- 
ſeendants of Abraham. Some of the heathen 
philoſophers, more eſpecially thoſe of the 
Platonic ſchool, uſed the expreſſion in a 
nobler ſenſe, as denoting ſentiments and qua-. 
lities, a character or frame of mind which 
bears ſome diſtant reſemblance of the moral 
perfections of the Deity. The Sacred Writers 
- the text in both theſe ſenſes, in a multitude 
of places; and comprehend under it both the 
moral character and the ineſtimable privileges li 
n eee They applied it both ] 
to Jews and Paganz, who, converted froem 
5 — "Ie and; vicious .propenſities, _ 
3 embraced 


48 piscoun 8E m 8 
embraced the Goſpel by an cap procl 
ſion, and aſſumed, iatornully, the temper and 
ſpirit of that divine religion. For, by this, 
| they were introduced into a new ſcene; and 
were born, in ſome ſenſe, into a new world; / 
they acquired new: ideas of God, of them- 
ſilves, of true felicity, and ennobling views 
- of the dignity of. their nature and its future 
deſtination, which were adapted to purify 
their taſte, their affections, and deſires. This 
important change is, in Scripture, metaphori- 
cally called a New Birth; it is, in reality, a, 
renewal of the mind, by the Spirit and Word | 
_ of God. A OE the „ 
beautiful and expreſſive. on 81 
Great, moreover, are the nee ies” 
privileges conferred upon thoſe who are. thus 
„„ * born of Go, ä 
; | their Divine Mediator and Guide, to a diſ- 
penſation of mercy and redemption'; Where 
they behold the awful Judge of the world; 
Ander the aſpe@ of a father: They perceive, ' 
in this Yiſpenſation, celeſtial *mercy' railing _ 
| from deſpair the penitent offender; indulgence 
and ſuecour graciouſly adminiftered to human 
gy EP and virtuous efforts ans a'crown * - 
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of eternal life and-felicity held-up;in/proſpeR, 


to "thoſe. obo" are faithul unti the iduutb .- 
With ſuch 2 character and fuch privileges, true 
Chriſtians may ſay, with grateful admiration, 

an the wordb of the Apoſtle, Nhat manner of 
bout halb the Father beſtowed upon us, that mus 


Saul be called the fone gf G, 1111: 


2. But, in order to the comfortable — 
ment of theſe” privileges; the "Chriſtian has 
many conflicts to ſuſtain: He muſt! overcome = 
theworld; This is the duty which is ſolemnly 
connescted with his character and priyileges. 


And what is that world, over which he is 


and objects of trial, of all the temptations, 


oppoſitions, and pains that accompany our 


Preſent ſtate of probation and paſſage. It 
comprehends thoſe illuſions from the „ 
of ſenſe, and the enticements. of vicious and 
corrupt men, which ſo often lead the Chriſtian 
into fatal errors in the purſuit of happineſs, 
and conſequently to diſobedienee. The con- 
nexion of our text with what precedes, ſhews 
_ evidently,” that by the world, which is to 
| LOS. the Apoſtle underſtands — 8 - 
Bis bs? 0 
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called to obtain the victory? It is the afſem- 855 | 
blage of All thoſe inſtruments of ſeduction 
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natural tendency to corrupt our principles and 
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5 * If che Ghitiſtian,- ax being born of = 


became totally à ne man, in the ſtrict 


acceptation of that phraſe, he would have 

nothing to fear from the world. But this 
is not the law .of moral improvement, which 5 
the wiſdom of God has laid down in the 


diſpenſation of grace. All moral improve- 


ment is gradual and progreſſive in his govern- 
ment of finite and imperfect beings; and the 
work of ſanctification, in his children and 
ſervants, is like the morning {light, «obich 
Jhincth more and mort unte | the; ' per fe? 


Aa. By being Born again, as that Phraſe 
- has been already explained, we are not 


cotally freed, either from our natural pro- 


e to pride and diſobedience, or qur 
undue attachment to ſenſible objects, or 

the irregular- impulſe. of dur natural appe- 
ties Hence ariſe oppoſition and conflict 


between fleſh and ſpirit, between the old and 


che nezu man. The true Chriſtian, though 
his pa armed en 156 oly and e 


* . * 
% ' " « 


nature, that the world takes its ſtand to dil 
Play, all the artifice of its ſeduction i in com- 


G 
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" of Gn; though his heart is touched with the 
impreſſion of his duty, and his hopes are 
exalted by the proſpect of his future deſti- 


nation, will, nevertheleſs, always feel the 0 5 
weak ſides of human nature, and that more bh 


eſpecially in the earlier periods of his vir- 2 


tuous courſe. By the diſmal facility with 


which external objects excite his paſſions, and 
kindle them into rebellion againſt the ſober 


| and ſerious dictates, of his mind, he will fre- . 
quently perceive, that he has yet to Aruggle | 


- 


againſt the remains of corruption, though he 


is not enſlaved under its odious dominion. 


And, it is on this critical ſtate of human 


bating againſt the virtue of the good man. 


It holds forth, for this purpoſe, its maxims, 


examples, pleaſures, and pains. Fe e : 
and. danger, from theſe quarters, ſurround 
the Chriſtian, on every fide. _ | 


16 Conſider the ſtate of man with an * - 


eye, and you will ſee how true this is. How 
often, and how early in life, is his reaſon, in 


its very dawn, perverted by. prejudices, WE „ 
his is ſender and flexible heart corrupted 1 


* * 
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n to enjoy ment and gs, © 
and fatal to both? He is e e 1:0; m 
ſplendour and opulence with merit and true 
Adisnity, ſenſual pleaſure with ſolid felicity, 
Arttiſice and fraud with wiſdom and pru- 
daence, ambition with greatneſs aud elevation 
q of mind, and religious principle with fuper- 
ition or (enthuſiaſm, Theſe faxims, dif- 
| guiſed' by the coleurings of ſeduiQion, gain, 
too eaſy an acceſs to his une#perienced mind, 
and that, more eſpecially, when an early 
education has been neglected, which is fie | 
quently che caſe. Thus he is expoſe], at his 
outſet in life, to take illuſions for realities,” to 
adopt falſe rules of conduct, ahd to fubmit to 
the impreſſions of authority, tod often ou 
N ade of folly and vice. Hence progeed | 
_  numberleſs deviations from truth and duty, 
mameful contradictions and pernicious habits, 
_ Which it becomes difficult to ſurmount, which ; 
many, through a corrupt Aulbleuee "never 
get ric} of, but which the! faithful fervant 
cf God; atined with the divine Taccours'bf 
5 telgion, e called to "ootibgs/ a | 
„„ Eee, N | "of 
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cation and bad examples, give an additional 
degree of power and influence to erroneous 
maxims. When vicious examples are multi- 


the ſentiments, and the moral taſte of the 
air, which threatens the health and purity of 


ſurely, great exertions of piety and principle, 
to preſerve a pure heart and to. maintain a 


comes. more peculiarly dangerous, when the 


ſplendor! of certain agreeable and ſhining 
| qualities, in men radically corrupt and vi- 
cious, ſpread a deceitful. varniſh. over oy 1 


characters and actions. 


ee e ned ws his x 
* the falſe maxims and the vicious 


8 Psdobns m. 83 
The impreſſions made by evil communi- 


plied, they are dangerous to the principles, 


Chriſtian. It is as if he breathed an infected 


his mind with its contagion. It requires, 


faithful conſcience, when the cuſtom, the 
mode, the multitude, unite to give a faſhion- 
able aſpect to vice and folly. It is here hat 
a falſe ſhame, ariſing from the dread of ſingu- ö 
F larity, leads the feeble mind to ſinful com- 
pliance; and the ſeduction of example be- 


— 


examples of the world, he has ſtill new dan- = 


gee LY encounter from its . and 
. N 2 3 ES; - nos. 
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e D18COURSE m7. . 
| es” It was with theſe that the 
Saviour of mankind Was tempted by him,” 
Who was a Har and a deceiver from the 
Bexinning, in that memorable ſcene which 
ſtill holds forth to Chriſtians an image of their 
Nate of trial in that of their Divine Maſter. 
. Riches and honours are the good things of 
Providence, and have a real value, when 
purſued with moderation and enjoyed with 5 
wiſdom, as ſubordinate ſources of ſatisfaction 
and comfort. But the oorld, as that term 
has been already explained, preſents theſe to 
the unexperienced mind in forms that operate 
5 ſtrongly upon its_natural paſſions, and bat 
nin the period of their ardour and impetu- 
88 oſity. It preſents them 7; mag with its 
maxims and examples, which give them a 
ſedueing aſpect, and have a dangerous tend- 
eney to turn the natural and lawful paſſions | 
into vicious and irregular appetites. Hence 
proceed the cravings of avarice, the ardours 
; of ambition, and the ſenſual taſte, that extin- 
8 gbiſh the pure flame of virtue, and "war. 
'  " "againſt the ſoul, according to che experi 
2 of an Oe” . 
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But i it is not only with che allurements of / 
| N and external advantages that the 
world attacks the virtue of the Chriſtian; it e 
often attempts to ſhake his religious conſtancy . 
from another quarter. It ſows thorns and 
opens precipices in the courſe of the good ' 
man. It has in its power a kind of perſecu- 
tion, by which it terrifies virtue. It-frowns 
and threatens, when its alluring ſmiles and 
| promiſes have been ineffectual; and ean con- 
trive vexations of various kinds, which, how- 
ever odious and unjuſt, are naturally painful | 
to fleſh and blood. How frequently is the 
virtuous man expoſed to the mockeries an 
railleries of the libertine, who holds him up 
as an ohject of ridicule, becauſe he governs 
his paſſions by the dictates of his conſcience 
and the ſanctity of his vocation? an inſtance 
of perſecution Which is not of the ſofteſt 
Find! Ho often does the malignant” voice 
of calumny point out and exaggerate his 
ſſmalleſt failings to keep the profligate in 
countenance by diminiſhing the glaring con- 
traſt that there is between their conduct and 
that of the righteous? And even where piety - 
and vin are acknowledged and ee 
| . 4 185 how 
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how: oſten are they left without entourage-" 
ment or patronage," while unprincipled pre- 
ſumption: is crowned with protection and 
favour? Nay, it will oſten be the lot of the 
Odriſtian to be directly perſecuted on account 


of a generous attachment to his duty in thoſe 


corrupt, turbulent, and perilous times, when 


men are only lovers of themſelves. Et WHEY 
III. But if ſuch are the ſtruggles and con- 


encouragement, that they are not left with- * 


out ſuccours ſufficient to enſure their victory. 


Greater is he that is in Jos. ſaid their Lord 
and Saviour, than be that is in tbe world. 
This word of power he addreſſes to the 


feebleſt of his ſervants, who hear his voice 


and implore his aſſiſtance; and if he be for 


them, it matters little who is againſt them. 
He that is Sn , God, ſaith the Apoſtle in 
our text, overcometh the world; that is, he 
ſhall triumph over its ſedudtions and oppo- 


fitions, its dangerous pleaſures, and Mts 11 
9 Poon; TS IS 


7 


| flicts to which good men are always, more 
or leſs, expoſed in a preſent world, it will be, 
always, to them a ſource of comfort aud 
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He will not, however, triumph without 1 
ſincere and perfeweting efforts of geil and a- 
tivity. For if, on the one hand, he has the F 
__ privilege of expecting the ſuccours of that ; 
Spirit, which can pork in him both towill and 
to ag on the other, he is exhorted and obliged, | | f we 
| in conſequence of theſe - promiſed: ſuccours, 75 
to wworl out his own ſalvation with fear and 4 

trembling. He muſt fight the good fight, 
and ſurmount the obſtacles that ariſe, in his 
ſtate of trial, to oppoſe his progreſs to aan 
eternal ſtate of happineſs and glory. How 
criminal, as well. as unhappy would he be, if, 

amidft all the means, with which he is fur. 
niſhed to enſure victory, he declined the con 

teſt, and folded his arms in a corrupt and in- 

glorious indolence, equally diſhonourable to 
his noble birth as the offipring of God, _ 
to his ſublime deftination as a candidate for 
immortality? _ Beſides, he is called to combat 5 5 1 
JFF | 
any kind or form of accommodation. Se + 
called to combat and overcome the world, 
that is, its dangerous temptations, its per- N 
T and a 3 
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: the: feducing or terrifying means it SO em- 5 
. Wa ploy to turn him aſide from the path of duty. : 
The world, in this ſenſe of the word, is 
eee ind it u eumity with min, 
8 if he knows his true and eſſential interefts. 
m /» The ſtate then of the Chriſtian is a iti of 
RD ES aQtivity and warfare under the protection and 
ſſtuccours of heaven. In this warfare he may 
ſometimes yield to che enemy through tempo- 
"op  raxyreturns'of infirmity; but he will'recolle& >> 
dis powers, reſume the combat, and perſevere | 
nit tothe end.” He is not invulneräble; but 
he will be ſtedfaſt, and none of the wounds he 
receives will prove incurable or mortal. Wer 
accidental lapſe will awaken new oO. 


ro 
— 


1 and circumſpection, and every advantage he 

g 235 gains over the adverſary will inſpire new con- 
5 ſtancy and fortitude, which will enſure final 
ſucceſs and a glorious victory. ＋ 3 85 


+. The great principle that imparts 9 to 
| 1 s Chriſtian in his conflict, and *nſures to his 
ceeſlſorts ſucceſs and victory, remains to be con- 
| idered. \ It is laid down by the Apoſtle in 15 
theſe words of our text, This is - the, vidtury 
that. ee ”_ world, even our CR 
7's; „„ . e 
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He faith is inſtrumental i in the Chriftian's : 
triumph We Mall endeayour to thew/in a fol | 
lowing Dh,,  / 8 
In the mean time, there are e practical 5 
inferences dedjicible from what has been , 
ready faid on this important ſubject, Which 
ve wish to 1 to W attentive e con- 


pert, * & 8 ; 


"I 


" 
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Part.” 


ue 


The. firft is ihe great and dis EY 


Lies of: thoſe who conſider this world prin- 
eipally as a ſtate of enjoyment, and ſeldom 


or never view it as a ftate of trial and 


conteſt. Such an illuſion is unaceountable i in 


A reaſonable creature ; but it 'is the hei ght of 
criminal inconſiſtency and contradiction in a ON IP 
_ Chriſtian. When ſin and diſorder made their 
entrance upon earth, it ceaſed to be a ſtate of 
pure enjoyment ; and the nature of man, 

born with powers and affections which by 
their improvement or abuſe may render him a 
blefling or a curſe, both to himſelf and to ſo- 


ciety, ſhews evidently that his preſent condi- . 


tion is a ſtate of conflict with moral evil and 
f irregular paſſions, in order to his attaining 


the chief good of which he is ſuſceptible. 
But in what lively colours is this important 


59. 
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| ennobled a finfal and fallen at with TY 8 
two ſublime badges of the Chriſtian, Redemp- 


mas and Immortality? He that brought to 


og man remiſſion and redemption did not extin- 5 
_ guiſh by his almighty power diſorder and 
corruption; as if man could have been made 


5 _ happy by a poſitive act, without his own con- 


-  currence, moral improvement, and previous 


preparation for felicity, No; corruption and 


ä iſorder were to be conqusred by the re- 
deemed, fighting under the banner of the 
| Captain of their ſalvation the good fight of faith 
and virtue, Thus, under the holy and mer- 
| ciful diſpenſation of grace, the ſtate of nature 
in which all had offended was changed from a 
ſtate of guilt and condemnation into an œοο 
my of probation and trial; and our Bleſſed 
Lord, by mig den babe ghd by being 
tempted as we are, though, without in, ſhewed - 
us, in his own example, the courſe we muſt 
follow in order to obtain the fruits of ur 
redemption, even life eternal. Thi, 1s the. 
andi of. the battle (ſaith the angel to 
E.fcdtas] apbich manthat is barn upon the earth 
| ROE" gu . be overcome be Il 
® Eo, N 
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Mer, bur if be Fer the vietury," 2» Mm 
baun, ctertial” glory *.=<THus you fer ths | CPs 
Amati erbt of thoſe Who (though' they be w 1 
. dadger from the vicious matimb r 
und the Rory. textiptations of the world, PL 
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5 they de 30 Ab to enn, 5 
. | Gnlider the world only as k ſtate bf enfey- HY 
ment, atid' thus Took upon the enemies of 
; heir vittue as the friends of their bob. 
; guck rituſt be'cafily enfſnared by temptation, = 5 6. 
| This Tiles of the world: will deceive them; 
dis front will terrify thiem; eee e 57 5 
| | Hitokicate them; adverſity will deject then; 
N che plekſürts of Tenſe enjoyed without ode. 
tion or priidence; will corrupt their tate, 
ad cole that eyes upon the true ſources | 
of kappineſs ; and the world itſelf will foon fly 
: from them "like a Thadow, and Jesve hem 
I - Whquiered' by fin and death, itt the fervitudde 
br kemorſe and fear, with a dark: and aft 
| | eres before theit. cke 333 Fi - ll 
; But, Ferondly, while we repreſent the world 5 8 I 
: 40 4 Rates] "warfare, it is far from being out 5 We 
_ Teligh'to/deprectare its'e external Bleſſings l © 
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| be | DISCOURSE. mY ; 
; advantages, or to diſturb the Chriſtian in their 
| enjoyment, by the remonſlrances of an ill-⸗ 
1 Judged auſterity... For God is as bountiful as - 
he is holy, and, according to the expreſs de- 
claration of an apaſtle, ke har given dt al 
things richly. to, enjoy. . If his wiſdom has ap- 
55 pointed our preſent tate to be a tate of ; trial 
2 and conflict, how. many ſources of external 
| -enjoyment has he not opened i in it to comfort 
us in our paſſage and refreſh, us in our War- 
2 fare? The earth is erowned. with. this. good- . 
. _  neſkg; the general ſyſtem of nature and provi- 
f dence is friendly to man; and the eyils of life 
ariſe chiefly from the perverſeneſs of thoſe 
wha abuſe; the gifts and benignity of their 
Maker. We have no conflict, properly ſpeak- _ 
3 jog, with, Gade world; but We are called to 8 
combat the corruption and moral diſorder by - 
which man has degraded and embittered its 
bleſſings. We are. called to appreciate the 85 
Poalue of theſe pleſings, and: to enjoy them 
with that prudent moderation and pious gra- 
titude, which. alone can render them con- 
| dycive to our comfort. In à word, the 
Chriſtian, ko combats and overcomes, the 5 
corruptions of the world, en yoys beſt its F 728 
; AN {ures 5 
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ſures and advantages: : it is be, 5 wet FO NE 


enjoys them trulj. e 
Let us, then, thus combat and thus enjoy! C 
Then, notwithſkantling all the toil! and pan 
| that accompany our conflict, we ſhall go on 5 
in our way Treating... Then, the hopes 3 
eternity will give an additional reliſh to the 
bleſſings of time, and ſoothe the pains and for= _ - 
_ rows of our preſent condition: and, conſider- 5 
ing the advantages of this tranſitory mae. 
anticipations. of divine goodneſs in nobler . * 
ſcenes: of felicity, we ſhall enjoy them with 
contentment, until the bread, which periſbeth, . 


ſhall be ſucceeded by that 8 271 ue tg". 
te cooling. - WEL Ley 
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us runt IS BORN OF \ GOD! OVERCOMBTH | 
RE WORLDz: AND THIS Is THE VICTORY - 
THAT OVERCOMETH THE wn! aha ol 
' OUR PAITH. . 


gp ts fo ficient Ms theſs things? "This 
muſt naturally be the firſt exclamation 


of the Chriſtian, when he konſiders the ene- 
mies he has to combat in the corrupt maxims 


and examples of the world, and the various 
objects of ſeduction and trial, by which it _ 
endeavours to allure or terrify him from the 
paths of virtue. But when he conſiders, on 
dhe other band, the b e of ae — 1 


ff 
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victory, with Which he is furniſhed 1 
goſpel·vocation, to carry on hig Warfare, his 
courage will be revived; and, Smidt alf he 
inſirmities, he will be able to ſay, with an 
humble confidence, I can do ed Ru” 
Ghriff that frengthtneth me. 
-c{Haying conſidered, in a 10 Sorts - 
the character of the Chriſtian, and the critical 
and important conteſt to which he is called, 
we no proceed to eonſider, (as was propoſed,) 
in our ſecond head, the means by which his 
conteſt is rendered ſucceſsful; and My 
is aecompliſmed. 'This is the vifory that aver- 
| comeni the world, eu, FAITH: ieh 
Wink then, you ſee, is the inſtrument of 


the Chaiſtian's victory: it is; itſelf, be victory, 


{according to the Apoſtle's emphatical expreſ- 
ſion,) i. e. it is ſo⸗ cloſely connefted/with-it, 
that the one ſuppoſes the other, andi they be- 


this inſtrument of the Chriſtian's victory, "wal 
How | it RU. him to eden the world. 
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come ſynonymous ters. Nothing wil con- 
tribute more to nouriſh, in our minds, elevated > 
ideas ofa that religion, of which faith-is he 
vital principle, than to conſider the efficacy of 
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eue gen efficacy of faith is a an 
mutter of fac In all the ages of the church; 
| 50 beet ie che darkeſt and the moſt coup 
ids of the world, its triumphs have been 

5 OOTY iltufteions.” It Was by faith 
. that Noah walked with Cod when all fleſh had . 


Moſes rejected the ſplendor'/ and'/huxury-of'4 


ſedueing court; and choſoe rather 10 /aſty 


_ bffliffion, in all its moſt diſtreſſing forme, than 


was alſo by this animating" principle, what 


ſevere trials, and alſo the ahdte ments of the 
" OR deen e A 00. 


3 is tri 


held fortk as nearer at hand and manifeſted 
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 eb/raghtiÞ they tus. It was by faith; chat 


to enjoy be pleaſures "off fn fer iu ſealono It 


1 
bee power, when the promiſes were 


; : 886 . piscbunsz IV: i e 


thoſe other worchies ef anelent renew 
though they ſu⁰ the promiſes but afar" of, "yet 
embracing thin, were" out "of cba vad. 
Prong, and through the vicious taximbs,) che 


% 


ono ann od oe -. 


e . ibu 7 
7 [vicky aiſyonlaticn J Cbuld i loſe * of ts 
victoxlous influence when the Sen of Fightevifſe | 
nge aroſe upon that world, which wr ite 
called to overedme, to ſhew mottals how fit 
it is do be enjoyed, where it is to ds reſiſtetd, 
aud tb point it out, poſitively, as the tranſi- 
tory paſſage to life eleftial, of which be Hm 
mths the” diſpenſer and ſouree? No, m) 
bretkten; the glorious company of the pe. 
tles and the noble army of martyrs held forth 0 
new:dilplays of its influetice and energy; and, 3 
by theſe who are truly bern of God; its mm * - | 
_ queſts will be carried on as long as this fate of . 
probation ſubfiſts. If theſe conqueſts are not 
always yiſtble to the eyes of the world; they 
are not lefv ſublime on that accbünt. Tie 
efforts of | faith' ate chiefly exetted itt the 
retirements of the ſoul, - e 
he ſeth" in ſecret; bit they will, one daß,, 
come forth with a glorious luſtre, when 
ſeaſom e retribution arrives, and ti ard AD: | 
be adminiſtered to thoſe who have overcome. 
But what is it that gives faith this vito- 
N power? What rendeis it thus triumphidit 
over the corrupt principles and the viettus - 
cm . W 
| F e 1 
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lens which are fo dex ln ſeluer wand i | 
oppoſitions and frowns, which are equally 
adapted t0 terrify or diſcourage? This, 
* is the eſſential part of our ſubject, we 
Somme bg ;s 
1. Faith, you know, in its gederal 1 ; 
Sten, 18 firm, rational, and full perſuaſion 
of the truths of the Goſpel, of the excellence 
of, its precepts, and the future accompliſh- 
ment of its ſublime. promiſes,” But it is not 
bis Perſuaſion, alone, that the Apoſtle has 
in view, when he attributes to faith ſuch 
"Yi vidoriqus, power; for, in the words which 
immediate follow the text, he teaches us to 
Join. with, is general, idea f. faith a parti- 
Are View, elite finial oj, Which _ | 


| gouragement, 
with the trials pony ee e = EG 


do it Ge, ſalth the Apoſtle, that overcometh the 
 orld,, but. be that ©. belieueth that Jeſus it the 
Sei e C Do you perceive: the: energy 
of theſe, words, and the encouragement, and 
power they are, adapted to diffuſe through the 

Heart? Do, You. ſufficiently conſider who it is, 
that. Waere to e thoſe , Prfeebte | 
2 „ 0 and 


* 1 j +1 


Droecounsy: W. 69 


and Prümikes by which faith calls the Chri- 
ian to conteſt and victory, and the circum- 
. ſtances" relative to his perſon and miniſtry 
that are ſo proper to render them a might, 
and effectual ſupport, in th che evil day ß 
temptation and trial? Theſe inſtrumnents of 
the Chriſtian warfare are conveyed to us by an 
object of confidence, who, while he is cloth- 
ed with celeſtial power, appears in all the : 
circumſtances that can render his miſſion en- 
couraging to human infirmity. They are 
conveyed to us by him, who manifeſted the 
divine perfections in our own nature, and at 
the ſame time came to us, with amazing con- 
deſeenſion, in that nature, as @ MAN, touched 
. with the feelings of our infirmitics, and in all 
things tempted and tried, as. we are, yet without 
fin. As the man Jeſus, he bas an experi- 
mental knowledge of our weakneſs and our 
wants: and as the Son of God,” poſſeſſed of all 
5 power in heaven and earth, he can impart di · 
vine aſſiſtance to the feeble, and will not with= - 
| hold, from "thoſe who have recourſe to him, 
the all-ſufficient fuccours of his ſpirit nd 
grace. Admirable thus i is the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, by its wiſdoin'and WO and by ite 
e as 


| 2 | | p1560vRen 1. „ 
mmogation, to the ſiate of man, 
4 by fl ſubject to death, and firug- 
_ Wing againſt corruption in a tranſitory ſcene of 
— probation and trial -Admirable, I fay, is that 
plan. of religion, which places at the head 
of the creation, a divine guide in our own 
nature, pointing out mercy and immortality to 
man, and fuccouring and animating. him in 
nie paſſage through this life to a better! In 
effe&, truths and promiſes become peculiarly. | 
encouraging, when they äre combined with 
the idea of 2 protector and a guide, ready to 
offi, and able to ſupport and ſave, An eye 
of confidence raiſed to the chief under whoſe 
banner he combats, will lead the Chriſtian to 
victory, animated by that expreſs and tranſ- 
_ parting promiſe, Zo him that evereameth will l 
_- to it upon my throne. And -who is it that 
ſends forth this voice to man, and what lan- 
"nt guage does it ſpeak? It is the voice of him : 
who aſſumed our nature, in order to glorify it 
one day, and make it happy for ever. It is 
the voice of him, who inſtructed us upon 
earth from the treaſures of his wiſdom, and 
Uiſplayed in his example all the auracting 
* of righteouſneſs. and virtue, It is the ; 


19 kl | WEE voice 
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*  yoice of him, who 'deprived- the law of its 
tterrors to the, guilty, but penitent offender, by | 
his death upon the croſs, and robbed the gras 
of ii victory by his reſurrection from thy 
dead. And What language does this voice 
ſpeak to man? It ſpeaks, the language f 
mercy and remiſſion, Bebold the Lamb of God, 
| that taketh away the fins of | the world. h 
ſpeaks the language of protection and fyccour; 
Fear not, I am thy ſbield. My grace ſhall be 
Sufficient for thee, and my firength /aglt be pero 
Fected in thy weakneſe., It ſpeaks the languags 
of exhortation.and authority, mixed with the 
attracting mildneſs of condeſcenſion and ins 
dulgence. Learn of me, and yr bail find rt 
unto your fouls : and the whole is crowned by 
the ſublime language of promiſe and remune 
ration: Be faithful unto the death, and ye ſhall 
85 obtain the crown of life. The: world and its - 
— Jaſbion paſec away, int tr ict tech, the al 
What powerful e SRO melt 3 5 
eee eee 
lieve that he, who addreſſes it to the human - 
race, is the Son /  God—the Being wo 
eee BE 
. ”4 „ 
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| . FR human nature with the grandeur and 


0 gory of the divine? From confidence in ſuch 
à being, all the ſentiments that ean elevate the 


1 Chriſtian, and fortify him againſt the tempta- 
tions of the world, flow as from their proper 
ſourte. Hence ariſe love to the Roedormer | 


and friend of man,—veneration for the au- 


tority of the Son of eee bu 

| under the gracious and fraternal aſpect of his 
. - compaſſion for our infirmities—a-firm expect- 
ation of the ſuccours he is able and willing to 


5 diſpenſe.—and enlightened views of the ſove- 


reign good, to which he is our conductor 
chrough a tranſitory ſtate of conteſt and trial. 


me more we conſider this part of our ſub- 


ject with a ſerious attention, the mare ſhall we 
de perſuaded, that the high, yet humane, ad- 
miniſtration of ſuch a being as Jeſus, the Son 
/ God, was, of all conceivable methods, the 
moſt adapted to give the truths: and promiſes 
of a Divine Revelation their proper weight and 


influence on the minds of men, and to render 


faith in them a ſource of conſolation; and a 
powerful incentive to virtue and obedience. 
Had theſe truths and promiſes been announced 

10 en, erung, and ſinful mortals by a 
8 B ee 


\ — 


7 
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meſſenger," ſubrortided only with | celeſtial 


ſplendour, they would have confounded our 
feeble ſenſes; and produced rather a tranſitory 


aſtoniſhment, than a ſedate and permanent 


conviction. On che other hand, had they - 
been conveyed to us by a mere man, however 


diſtinguiſhed by uncommon ſanctity and wic. 


dom, they would not have been accompanied 
with that affecting union of ſolemn authority 


and condeſcending goodneſs, which are ſo 
adapted to excite effort, and to conſole under 
infirmity, Nay, had they been announced 
only by the glorious company of the Apoſtles, 


they would have wanted the crown that now 
covers them, when we lock up to their and 
dur Divine Maſter, the Man- Mediator, the 
man of ſorrows, raiſed from the croſs to the 
chrone, and enjoying the glory, hieb he bas 

with the Father, before the world een. 


| therefore, might the Apoſtle ſay, who's be 


bat overcometh the world, but be e 
r EE n 


II. But if the united denden of grandeur 5 


po condeſcenſion in him, who is the author = 
and finiſher of - our \faith, are adapted to give 
* 1 a _ influence « on 2 5 general 


FP 
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1008 . N . 
. Pointed, out in the Goſpel, furniſh» inſn 
ments of victory reſpectively ſuited: do the 
Various kinds of temptetions and trials te 
. which we are expoſed in a preſent. world. 
For, in the whole courſe of aur warfare, there 
is no ſituation or circumſtance, either ſedu - 
cing or diſtreſsful, which is beyond the re- 
ſources they furniſh to the true believer. This 
pou will ſee by comparing theſe reſources 
Vith the enemies he has to combat; as they 
were pointed out in the preceding Diſcourſe. 
Is he in danger of being miſled by the falſe 
maxim of the world, which are ſo generally 
known to corrupt the inexperienced” mind 
With. deluſive notions of juſtice, honour, 
duty, and happineſs? Faith holds up to him 
the {aw and the #g/imony, and raiſes his view = 
to a righteous. and ſupreme Law. giver, and 
dhe reality of that future tribunal, before 
which the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall one da 
be awfully diſcloſed. Does. a multitude of 
vicious examples combine to corrupt the prin» 
ciples, the ſentiments, and the moral taſte of 
oa once F ; 


fluence | 


of; 


66 


| fluence we multitude that Hands e 

throne ;—the immortal ſociety of angels, and 
the ſpirits of juſt men made penfett; Where his 
virtuous departed friends actually enjay the 


reward of their labours, and the fruits of their 

victory. —If the remains of corruption and 

|  infirmity, which ſtill, more or leſa, beſet 

even the virtuous mind, excite to ſtrong an Ve 
attachment to the pleaſures of ſenſe, and the 


external honours and advantages of the world; 


Jab will, here, diſpel the iluſions of ſenſe 


and paſſion, and reduce deſire within its pro- 
per bounds: 
pleaſures, advantages, and . honours, by a 


compariſon which will greatly diminiſh their 


merit. While obſervation and experience 


- proclaim their inſtability and their inſuffici- 
ency for the true happineſs of man—while 
the language, even of the libertine, on a 35 
F pronounces their vanity, 
_ and the departing moments of the degraded 
ſenſualſſt  ſhews | diſmally to what they _ 
_ amount, faith raiſes the views of the good 
man to tha? fulneſe of joy which is in the pre- 
Jour? of God, can to: tHe 8 which: ww 
7 Ml: 
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it will teach us to eſtimate theſe 


4 


& 
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b bes) W es ®. This will. 
1 the ardour of his deſires beyond the 
world, and enable him to overcome it, in one 
of the moſt important fignifications of that 
term. It will prevent his being enſlaved to 
enjoyments unworthy of his high birth, his 
immortal nature, and his future proſpects. 


| K will make him btuſh, even to have hefitated 


in his choice, for à moment, when the in- 
ond of time come into competition with - 
thoſe of eternity, and, awaking from his illu- 
fion, he will fag, with triumphant ſatisfaction, 
. Whom” bave I in heaven but thee, and what 
Ts there _ earth rey MU Toe Ye. we Vofides 
bee? ee 

But, as ve formerly ered,” it is not 


only by its  aVuring ſmiles and pleaſures, that 


the world attempts to enfecble and overcome 


the virtue of the good man; it often aſſaults 
him with its frowns and terrors, with injuries | 


and reproaches, with the mockeries of the 


libertine, and the catumny of the prolligate, 


50 exaggerate his inſirmities to cover ort 


countenance their own SIO. Amidft 


* 
- 


* * — 
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ell cheſe attempts to ſhake bis integrity and | 
perſeverance, and to vex his ſpixit, faith is 

the inviſible, the celeſtial Power, that Wii 

preſerve him from Saab" — 
ment, and render him triumphant over the "oF 
adverſities and;fufferings, to.which. he may be 
expoſed. It ſupports the vimuons ſufferer, * 
by-fixing his eys on the empire of Provi- 
dene; which, for wiſe reaſons, permits 

affliction e i the. righteous, IH. mortify 
their paſſions and purify. their virtues by. dif- N 
eiplige and trlal. It. recalls to his mind the 2 = 

| paternal care, of Bis faith/vh, God, abo on" 

wot. ſuffer. bim 10 be. tempted above wobat be 5 
able to bear *, and. abo will male all e 5 
even thoſe Which arg the, moſt diſpleaſing 
and. painful), work, together: for. good, to Mb 

that love him. It preſents to his thoughts his 

Divine Saviour, ſuffering before him, from 

his exadle to his,. croſs, ſuch a complication 

of, woes as ſurpaſſes deſcription, and addreſſ- 


ing to 4 Ll theſe words of. comfort and 
power, y Ye tribulation i in the world ; but 
be 27 A courage, . 1 have. overcome the 
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130 eee eee As 
finally, the flth ofthe Ones ger bin 
wivmphant ſupport amidſt his ſufferiugs ad 
His forrows, by opening to biin the clear- 
pi_ſe@t of thus bien munen watch 
nich mates him, at preſent, Aye che ct 
cent and aniniating language of the Apoſtle: | 
I weston, that the ſufferings of the preſent m 
te not to be compared with e eee 
8 revealed hereafter f. 


BEER ade ,t d e of paste Ges Vin 


1 arms the Chriſtian for conteſt and vic. 
_ thry. | It is not, therefore, to be wondered, 
that its efficacy has been often ſo illuſttious; 


bor it muſt always, be great, where falth 4s 


truly pollefſed; Happy thoſe, who have ac- 
_ yilired, avid who cultivate this divine prin- 

- tple, which ennobles man, enlarges” and 
exallts his views, forms bim to the purſuit & 
tue felicity, and makes him appear a being 
a ſuperior ordet, among Fhoſe whoſe 

Views Fan to no muy of ation and enjoy 
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Went Beyord their ſhott ang wan dies 
tion in a preſent world: ant 
But this faith, like 1 eder Chren 5 
| praces,'is poſſeſſed; in very different degrees 
of improvemenx and energy, even among 
thoſe who are not: deftitite of religions pin. 
eiples; and Hence "their confi” with we 
trials and temptations of the world is cartied 4 
on with diſſerent degrees of conſtancy” and 
ſueceſa. In ſome, faith is feeble and wavet- 


_ efficacy” and power?” thus their lapſes te 
frequent; and temporury ſucceffes; followed 
by bumbling' deſtats, retider their courſe 
onequ and uüſtedd9, and their final perſe- 
verance and victory untertan; while "the 
Cnriſtan watrior,” Who looks forward to im- 
mortality with a 'vigotous faith, holds n, 
notwithſlatnding His infirmities, the even tenor 
of Re way. Thus you fee that "faith, ke 
eerery other vod gift, Which proceetls' from 
the Father of tights, is ſuſceptible 'of im- 


 ing,/-and'- conſequently without” ite proper 


| Provemient "and culture *Enlightebed*by © | 


religious knowledge and reflexion, and nou- 
"NY by habitual meditations on the divine 
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pexfedtions. and; government; and on; the 5 
truths and promiſes of the Goſpel, it will 


| increaſe in ſtrength, and acquire new degtees 5 


of conviction and confidence; until ĩt becomes 
(according to the beautiful energy af St. Paus 
deeription) the ſubſtance. of - things baped for, 
, and the evidence of things not ſaen . e 
If, then, we culti vate this divine principle, 
: which fortifies the Chriſtian in his conteſt, - 
by the proſpect of a prize, which; will. be the 
term of his pains, and the completion. of. hie 
true felicity, we ſhall certainly experience its 
ſolid comforts and its maryelious?pownr« In- 
5 fidelity, which ſhuts a deluded: or preſomp- : 
 ruous eye againſt the light1of, hoavenw d 
ſceptical doubt, which is, et. beſßi ca Htg a 
anxiety and weakneſs, give no firengthy| on: 
ſiſtenee, or conſolation to man., To thoſe 
who are in this caſe, the light ſhinatih in;dark- dar- 
EE noſe, and the darkneſs comprebendeth it mot; 
_ this- caſe | is: ſo unhappy, that in thoſe 
FL who know in whom they have believed, it will 
Spine geil more the tender Pain eee 8 
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But Mill . and Undecount- 
able aud in de lime ume, bighty-orlinina, | 
is che caſe of many nominal Chriſtians; whe 
ne to believe the truths and promiſes of = 
che Goſpel, and nevertlicleſs, inftead' of over. 
coming the world, are deluded by its perni- 
cions as corrupted by i 3 
amples, ſeduced by its temptations; and 


ſacrifice, to the undue indulgence” nei 


faticies and paſſions, their precious time, 
their inward peace, and their immortal hopes. 
Let it not be deemed auſtere to-expoſtulate | 
with ſuch on an ineonfiſtency which deferves 
their moſt ſerzous attention, as it threatens | 

the ruin of their great and eſfentist ititereſts, | 
Cettaln it is, that Whatever their profelfen 
may be, the tendur of then conduct does not 
diſcover the genuine Fruits, the diſtinguiſhing 
marks ef that faith; which rpm 
regulates its deſires, and 
temptatichs ef 4 preſent world, by . — 


do come "Too! den cdtruptiont at raten. 
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* reflexion;-. produce. illuſion. and doubt with 
reſpect to the. reality of cheſe promiſes, or 


inattention and inſenſibility to their tranſport- 


ing objects; and hence ariſes a lind of unbe- 
ef, of which many are not conſcious, though 
they be really in the caſe: at leaſt, theſe great 
objects are caſt at a vaſt, imaginary diſtance, 
though ao man knows. what 4 day may. bring 
jontli and how ſoon. this dangerous illuſion 
may vaniſh, and end io a painful or bappy 
--aftoniſhinent,”/ In the mean time, however, 
. through this ſtrange inattention to things 
future and, eternal, (ſtrange beyond conceꝑ : 
tion in thoſe who proſeſs to belieye, them, !) 
heir evidence and importance make, fęeble 

_ impreſſions, and, conſequentiy, | the... vigour 

of Faithiand its practical influence are,reguced 
almyſt to nothing, - Hence it is that che lives 
of, many;;ptofeſſors;;of; Chriſtianity, have. ſo 
Jute confotmity with their, high, vocation; 
forthe, ardour. of paſſions,; andthe power. of 
d!tecmptations increaſe, ay, the: conyiQtian, and 
energy off faith decliney, and thus, the .fechle X 
and, ſuperficial; believer. becomes: a captive, to 
that gronld which he. is .called-to- apercome- 
Jrigb 6 po 2 
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Gaſpel.of Grace; apd.Truth, ta ſuch 4 hoble 
destination, loſes all its dignity and diſtinc- 
tion. „ It is. here that the craum falls from its 


Bead, and its glory it laid in the duſt, de 5 
Happy then thoſe who believe ruly, "oP 
ſenſibility and conviction, that. Jeu is,-the 

Sen of. God! With what ſtedfaſtneſs and _ 
vity of mind, amidſt all their conflicts, will, 


der doe 9 the end of their ſhort journey, 


caſt their 2 y ry to as concluſion and: 5 
the prize of their warfarg, what a victorious 


ſupport will they derive fram a, firm, allyrancs: = 


af the accompliſnment of the promiſes of, 


their Mediator, and their Guide For he who 


hath upromifed_ is faithful; and, under his 


guidance anf ſuecour, true:belieyers will alſo 
prove faithful unto the death, and become more 


| than conquerors through him that has loved un. 


Let us then nouriſh, by a diligent uſe of the 
means of Grace, that falutary faith which, in 
its happy progreſs to full conviction, ceaſes to 
be merely an act of the. underſtanding, ang 
becomes, on account of the excellency of its 


ſublime objects, one of the nobleſt affeQions - 
of the heart—according to that remarkable 
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SEA - believeth unto ri righteoufns/; *. | Let us s nouriſh 7 
d froquent meditations de its tee 


| Gee an Ad theſe be the medi- 
1 0 GY tations of our morning hours, and they will 
m us againſt the temptations and trials of 


moments in dhe fuer of che night; 

Thus, when the night of death approacties, 

8 in mall be deprived of its gloem; and When | 
it cloſes e ee it world, the dn 
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15 have, here, the teſtimony of Natural 
. Religion * to the diyine of dur 


Beete Lord, at the very moment when 
Was expiring i ip the agonies of an ignominious 


— 


9 piscovnex . 4 
| death. It came from the mouth of a cardid 
Pagan; and the ideas and impreffions it 
ſeems evidently to imply deſerve our higheſt 
attention. The whole ſcene of | the cruci-- 
fixion preſents to the mind ſublime and 
affecting views of the great e. ard | 
Finiſher of our faith... i 

„ miracles, that were wrought at this- | 
| momentous period, are mentioned as the 
more immediate cauſe öf that ſolemn act of 
faith and homage which was addreſſed by 

the Centurion to our Bleſſed Lord in his | 

„5 moments. Nevertheleſs, it is highly 

pProbable, chat previous views of the miniſtry, 

| cCũyharacter, and actions of Chriſt, followed by 
chat aſtoniſhing aſſemblage of virtues Which 

ſhone forth in his trial and on his croſs, had 

5 been Tucceſlively accumulatirig materials for 
„ conviction in the mind of this candid Pagan: : 

| and it will not be improper to collect, under 
„ general point of view, the circumſtances 
+, _ *- which may have contributed to the ferveut 
. and remarkabſe declaration of the text, Truly 
_ the man Was the Son of Cod. Without pre- 
tending to determine preciſely the extent 

of the knowledge or faith of the Centurion, 

we ſhall on'y chere, that he bad, by his 

| „  -fituation, 


— 


* 


k 


— 


Ll 


51 sc 


e decaſion to. be ned n 
the miniſtry of Chriſt; and if w conſider 
With attention What he might have known 
before concerning the Divine Saviour, and 
combine it with the awful ſcene upon the 
croſs of Which he was a ſpectator, we will 
find that theſe circumſtances . were every 
way adapted to make him call cut, with 
admiration and full conviction, Certainly 
this was a righteous man, ſurely thi: man 
war the Son of God. We mean to repreſent 
ſound reaſon, in a candid diſeiple of Natural 


Religion, pronouncing this. truth after, an 


_ attentive: view of the ſcene before us. 

For this purpoſe we ſhall conſider, in treat- 
. this intereſting ſubject, Fig, The ir- 
cumſtances Which might have prepared the 
Centurion for this remarkable declaration, 
and thoſe which: eee and 
en it; and, be e fi. 0 N 16.2 

Secogaly, We ſhall point out the ſentiments 
ee e are implied in this fervent | 
aid cordial wg een gert 6h 
tbe Son f God. ei cli cnet en 
I. iu eee Letten ens that 
m have n W tor the de- 
1 25 2 85 | 
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biscounsz S 


nen ef e text, ns miles hats © 
finally-calted it forth ffom the upright: Cen» 
turion, let us reprefecit to ourſelves, in he 
9 late,” any candid diſciple. of Natural 
8 following Chriſt to the palace of 
Caiaphas and the tribunal of Pilate, where he 
* ſucceſſively traduced in the character of a 
eriminal. What muſt have happened here? 
Te firſt thing mut naturally have been, an 
inquiry into the character of the perſon 
chus ſeized and brought to trial; and the firſt 
object that preſented itſelf, in this inquiry, 
was a character whoſe unſpotted purity re- 
ſtrained even che tongue of perjury z and a 
fe againſt which a ſueceſſion of falſe wit- 
neſſes, perplexed. and confoundedF could not 
bring an accuſation: of che ſmalleſt crime 


An eppoſition fo outrageous to à character, 


in appearance, fo pure, muſt-have excited the 


curioſity ef an impartial ſpectator to examine 
| eee e 
| dens tes 4: knwan and ine vine 
muſt have ariſen to his view? Here he would 
have ſeen all the virtiies that adorn humanity, 


e eee of . 


18: 


DISCOURSE; * „ | 


1 would bons bebe fer, 
vent piety without any mixture of enthas 
ſiaſm; always expreſſed with a grand ſimpli- 
city and a calm dignity, accompanied with 
that benevolence, which is the eſſence of moral 
excellence, and which, _—_ benignity. 

compaſſion wherever he went, ſhewed. 
— 
is love, and dwelleth in love. eee 
Would have ſeen chat aſtoniſhing patience, .. 
which was never "interrupted by the appear- 
ance of 2-murmur at the diſpenſations of Pro- 
 vidence, and that ſerene and intrepid forti- 
tude, which the moſt tremendous ſcenes 'of 
_ trial and ſuffering could never ſhake. Here, 
W. he would have ſeen that 3 


intimate ee of - e ioncromoe 1 5 


and virtue, which never did nor could take 8 
place in any character merely Daun 
He would have perceived no acknowledg- 
ment of etror or defect either in the living 


or dying moments of the meek and le e 
Jeſus. On che contrary, he would have heard. 


the greateſt model of humiliiy; addreſſing, 
. 1 887885 bee 


of 


ao 
* 


* 


0": D1SCOURSE * 

S dolent esesve T 8 
_ glorified thee upon cart. I have finiſbed the” 
mori thou hoſt given me to do—and' dae 
rify thou me, with the glory which I bad «with 
thee "before "the world was, Finally, He 
would have ſeen realiſed, nay ſurpaſſed, . in 


the life of Chriſt, that ſketch of the character I 
of the righteous man, which the Athenian © | 


age had drawn i in the ideal flights of a ſublime 


-4 imagination; and which was far beyond the J 
reach of humanity.—- He would have ſeen. 


this ſketch finiſhed, in full perfection, in the 
life"of Jeſus, by the purity of his manners, 


tie meekneſs and majeſty of his deportment, 
and the 'benevolence that ſhone through the 


__ whole ſcene of his life and ſufferings; with- 


out any mark of 2 nnn ad 
mixture of moral infirmity. kn 
| Secondly, When from the nieriofe dr 
of this ſublime character in the man, accuſed 
of blaſphemy before Caiaphas, and of treaſon 
before Pilate, the impartial eye of natura! 
reaſon, in the Centurion, turned its attention 
to the profeſſed end of the appearance of this 
extraordinary perſon, and to the nature and 
eee of * Precepts, a hn 


/ 


isse ner % AC 
ett of admiration may Have Arad hr, | 


truly adapted to prepare him farther for the 


ſolemn declaration of the text. It is certaim, 
that the bpright attention of a candid Pagan, 
unprejudiced by the falſe and carnal ideas o 


a temporal kingdom, Which at this time 


deluded the Jews, and mised with their faith 


notions that, more or leſs; corrupted their * 


Judgment, might give him purer views of the 
deſign of Chriſt's miſſion,” and the genius of 
His religion, than thoſe that were adopted by 
ſome of his Judaizing diſciples. If the Cen- 
turion had occafion to receive any informa- 
tion concerning the miniſtry, diſcourſes, and 
declarations of Chriſt, he muſt have 3 
that it was the profeſſed end and purpoſe of 


| his miffon and Aoctrine; to reſtore mankind | 


from a ftate of ignorance, corruption; guilt, 
and mortality, t6 the knowledge and favour 
of the Supreme Being, to the practice of 
virtue, and to the hopes of a. glorious and 
| happy immortality, Now, as ſuch an end 
and purpoſe, when” exprefaly declared, and 
| feconded' by evident marks of authority and 
Power, were conformable to reaſon, and en- 
1 a NE — they may 


PTL 
, 


lere the candid Centurion may have made 


e Disco . 
1 88 3 conſidered as a new degree of 
S 


e wy ah to this, that ovary: pier ; 


maxims of Jeſus, muſt have ſtrengthened the 


_ preſumption: that he was a Teacher ſent from 
God, He could not form an idea of any 
- thing more excellent than the precepts of 

Odhriſt, eongertiag pier to me Unive | 


Parent, benevolence to his oſſapring, purity 


! a DO OEE:” 


9 0 nighteouſneſd and temperance, that ennoble 
aAaAlnd perfect human nature.“ When he ſa 


the moral inſtructions of this extraordinary 


Teacher, directing their influence to the in- 


moſt affections of the heart, and extending 


it from thence to the whole compaſs of duties 
aud actions in every condition, circumſtance, 
and relation in human life; when he ſaw 
| theſe pure precepts enforced by the noble 
motives of love to the Deity, and hope in his 
promiſes, and that at a period of univerſal 3 


tion in ſentiments and manners; all this 


a ne en. con. 4 


ies 25 Warr boa — | 
| guilt and ſo.conformable Fagan e heron 


| have prepoliaſes tim in favour of — 


Envoy, who, with ſuch dighitf and/authivrity; 
Alves them to the worxe. 


Bs s 


, thirdly, let us proceed one ſtep farther; 
arid ſuppoſe, (for the ſuppoſition” is e 
natural, that the Centurion had heard of 
the extraordinary powers with which this. 
etbinent Teacher was endowed ;= at 
ferent times, he had by a word Healed the 
1 fick, 6 caltned the tem- 
nd even taifed the dead ; —ffiat bs 
e to the power and ſec 
enemies Was voluntary, and tht; Sith"; 
 theſe'marks of 4'divitie miſſion, Tie Had made 
no effort, either to repel this Violence deres 
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| was 4. new — —— — 4 
may haye, prepared the mipd. of the candid. 
Centurion for the TIO and ingenuous deck 
n as OUTER e eng be gen 
But all theſe ciręu: 8 however frikin ng 
by their combination, we only ganſider as fer. 
parutory to this declaration; becauſe their im- 


preſſion might have been more or leſs feeble, 


before the concluding ſcene upon the croſs, | 
which gaye aging their, full and deciſive. - 
bower- It may be ſoppoſed, that, all. theſe, 
marks of our S 8. innocence, dignity, 
aud divine miſſin, had produced, for ſome 
dme, imperfect and ambiguous notions and 
movements in the Centurion's mind. It is 
poſſible, that a mixture of dgubt and belief, : 


| of apt and, onride, may axe, fer. 


mented (if we may uſe that expreſſion) in his 
- wayering ; ſoul, until the ne of thoſe, 
miracles that, diſtinguiſhed the. dying wo 
ments of the Redeemer, decided his faith, and 
baniſned all, uncertainty, and heſitation tz 

When he ſaw this extraordinary. Man. in, the 
bands af his enemies, and led to the grofs, 


. eee ehe ef a 5 boy | 


1 


vplscov RSE * 1 g 


tall. But one ſtep ther, ann 
by a new ſcene that ariſes to his view. For 

' he ſees the pure and exalted character, which 
had diſtinguiſhed the life and miniſtry of 
Ohriſt, ſhining forth with new luſtre and 
g glory on the croſs. He ſees the Man of forrows 
adminiſtering, with the authority of a merciful | 
Judge, ſalvation and immortality to a penitent 


offender, and opening to him the peaceful 


manſion of paradiſe :—he ſees him (aſtoniſh- 


ing ſpectacle? to the eye of a Pagan!) inter- 


ceding fer his barbarous enemies in the very | 

moment of their higheſt fury, and calling out 

in the language of mild compaſſion, Father, 
forgive them, for they nut not "what they do-! 
fublime reſignation, his departing ſpirit into 
che hands of his Father: — and what happened 
at that ſolemn moment? The earth trembled i 
Ahe ſun was darkened and Nature, racked 
with convulſionisꝭ bore awful teſtimony to tbe 
expiring Meſſiah. The aſtoniſhed Centurion 
4 enters into himſelf; AT ROE combining | 


er and the er, Wale 


e e e e 
. 8 6 7 5 ; Hs. 
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———— bears teſtimony to him in he 
enpiring moment, and ſays, Truly this war 
the Son of GO. —— 
and the ſentiments and feelings imphed in 
his cordiab and ingenuous declaration, . 
now proceed to conſider, in our ſecond heul. 
I. It would: feem, as if an bverpowering 
eee under 
anding, and töuched the heart of the inge- 
nuous Centurion at this time, and that a pecu- 
lar inflbence of the ſpirit af God rendered 


to. him, We may. imagite, without going | 


beyond the line of poſſibility, that emerging. 

at this moment from the darkneſs of Pagan- \ 
im, he received from the ſuhlime combination 
of circumſtances, + which ennobled the croſs, 
ner ideas of Deity. and Providence, of human 
2 and celeſtial” merey, and new proſpects, 
or (call them, if yen plenſe) rays of hope, 
With reſpect to futurity.— All this is at leaſt 
1 But that we may not ſuppfy, by 
Aimaginatipu alone, What the brevity uſual in 
the writings of the Evangeliſtd has left with- 

N amn detail, let us proceed . 
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Bis ν IN 8 
paſnixe and cegtsin, 14 Whatever lentjments.of 
admiratſon and je. Mhateverd xe pf rer 

demption and immoxtliy, may, or hangt 
hape paſſed:io.the mind of the, Our en, 10 % 
certain, chat hig declaration qiſcg werd n degrrs- 
of faith in Chriſt s divine miſſion, which.Jig. 
entirely, adapted. xo gaafirm Kh, anf t0. SN 
us ,captidence; and. Joy; ig Hgliexins: Per 
reduce the ſignification ene e 
teflimony.as Jow, as cyon pleaſe, itt wil 
mean, That the miſſion. and. perſon 5 
C 
hgwever, concepkions | 
man, may haye; been, whether he conſidered. 
Jeſus au a:degairgod, r had lefp confuſed nog 
tiany of his perſon. and, miſſigg,,,yet, ill he 
pergeixes hig grandeur, | even! jn;bis.expiring 
moments, bęare teſtimony to Nieden 
a rightcogs man, and acknowledges his origin 
to be truly due. He did not like too many 
in mcxe enlightened. times, who deceive them- ; 
ſelves, and miſlead, others) ſhut his eyes upon 
plain nor ſeek. in the.refinements of | 
metaphyſi ſpeculatian, (wherein. the ſages 
of this, world underſtand each other redn) 
a buckler to repel the ſimple. dictates, of 4 
„ | 1 


1 51 SUS E W. 

ee ſeiif6)/ He could not conſider 

_— enthuſiaſt a Teacher whoſe precepts; were 
pas and whole doetftes and 

Were fo füitable to the withts' and forrows of 

min; for could he contemplate: che möral 

- Hultallit of that Teachich, and yet believe him 

ic be an ip ef, 088 Wal deceived" the 


World; d- for no other piitpoſe than to $ 


dealt i ibo ef 1, 50b5: 
F "I i is; Here; worthy | "of " your tried te 
TFonſider, for a moment, what” intredality'is 
Dbliged to Aete. It Ras h heavier burden 
do bear ic mis telbest than yt; perhaps, ) 

imagine. The deiſt thay bvaſt bf having diſ. 

engaged His philoſophleaf red from exery 
ting abſurd und contradictory to reaſon ; Put 
* l be found that, iv ec, hib inete dul 

implies a bel of the moſt palpable abfſurd- 
ties and ebhtradictiens; for it impltes a 
belief, chat à religion Whieh ennôbles and 
comforts man by the pureſt rules for his pre- 
ſent conduct, the moſt elevated idens of "his 
fature deſtination, and the moſt graeibus ſue- 
cours for arriving at it; is either the dreitir of 
an enthiyfaft, or the Ittpention of an mH, 
und that the moſt fpotteſs abt * 
F* - ter, 


piss 0 % 
eee elfth ig td he 


ranked wade the Une" or the Scher of tee 


denen inakfoc Nr is tid al; Ft ami 
inaphies| 4 belief, that the” Uipies of Tels, 
Vom He expoſed,” uuring bis BE, to the dp 
politih ef tie World, expoſed N 
aftet His uetfixion;'to perfeetrid ind ente, 
in their moſt drehdfuf forms, to howotir if 
memory and ſoppett the cafe bf Man 66 
had deevived them. It would Be endleſg te 
entmerate all the groſs paradekes ind 
diQions which the tinbelie vers int "Chriſtt: 
are reduced te believe. Let us turn our = 
from the” painful object and white they proc 
fer the perplexity of doubt to the eonſfelifions 
of - hope, and the dark cloud with hich thee 
yen covers Faturity to the Tarr aud 

afÞ6& Gf a bleſſed immortality which the'Goft 
pelhdtmiüiſterd, let s, by à Tätionaf ad ANG 
turpect of faith; place otitſelves Over- 1g Wei! 
the eels with the candid Centürtön, a ee 
Truly 55it tan tout the Sb of Gl.. 
Tes, my Viethreft this Ba pic and Gül 
of the huet thes, this tg bf all Vitthe, 
this ſludkme Prbphet, and all- fuffeteimt Medi- 
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1 whores ee day, Cons biff aß 
ne 23 death, was undouhtedlyt the Son ef 
Cod, While he lived upon: earth, his-enemies 

and friends bore teſtimony: to his celeſtial yir+ 
The tears; of the dileigle who! denied 
biw, and che e remorſe and deſpair of the 
apoſtate who betrayed. him,;,the, perjury. of 
is accuſers, and dhe, judgment, of Filate; 
made bis rightequſne/+.;coms forth, as. the light, 
aud, bis, innocence, as the. ſunt; gt, agen, dan 
While he. was giving up the gh; and, ſinking 
wad dhe rage f. his unreleming enemiss, 
his, croſs was. ſurrqunded with marks of ma- 
jeſty that aſtoniſhed the world. The elements 
of nature declared for hien in bis expiring 
moment; the vail of the temple rent in tWain 
med. his victory, and the voice, of pro · 
 Phecy, fulfilled, by his death, waited but a mp: 
ment for a a ſtill fuller and more glorious, agcom- 
plihment, when, having drank H the brgok an 
the way, he raiſed bit bead i in triumph, aſcended 


upon high, led captivity, captive, and received 
ſubſtantial and eternal gifts for men,, 22 


In the declaration then of the upright Cen- 


rurion let our Ot Ft mm e 
W " | | n 


Discs LY, 


On the 'tempeſtiious octan'bf aten lie let 
it"be our' prapitious guide, Lin trial and för- 
fow, bur Ebnſolation,—and in” death, our 


ſtrotig bückler againſt that'1aſt enemy of na- 


ture; for ſince the man ho died upon the 
croſs is the Son of God, his mediation is 


effeQual;"and"his promiſes" of falvation. and 


immortality" are, in all things,” well ordered 
and ſure s. Let us then, by that true faith 


power in a life of virtue and obedience, 
a part in theſe bleſſed promiſes: thus Wall our 
peace: be ſecured upon good foundations, and 
we ſhall be delivered from thoſe painful ap- 
prebenſions of judgment, which, from the 
depths of confeience, often torment the im- 
e and unbelieving, even in ae midſt 

of theit pretended igcredulity: eg off Sf 

- Again—Jeſiis, who died upon the pee is 
che Son of Go; therefore His laws are acted, 
and all his precepts are Ramped with 4 divine 
authority': för ne reigns' with” the Father, 


until al, things bull be Put unutr bim f. Thus 


8 cies every virtue he 
® 2 See), xk. 5. "4 i Cor: . 
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which ſanQifies” the heart, and displays its 
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107 91 scon my 
| has inculcated, ds not only, : the, dice & 
: ' reaſon, byt alſo the expreſs, and;palitive ce ᷑“ 
mand of God, | Let this be then a ſolemn 
motive jo. x5ligious obedienge, 4 

5 incentive te wall in all tbe commongments gf 
| the Lord blamele/s,\ and to purſue the things 
that are trac henelh,;juft, lovelyi, and of good 
 refart that we Way neither be Laren N : 

isa in the day of the: Logd Fafius . 
A rg asus, who, died upap ere is 
. truly the Son of Cad; chatefore he is, inveſted 
With allrſufficient power go help us in our in- 
fixmities, and t pegfiò huis Hreurih in aur 
ug,,tt Let us then look to him for power 
aud ſupport, when gur ſtrength is ready te 
fail, either in the hour of trial and A+ pat 
_ ox. in. the dark period of, affliction and ſ 
| becauſe he can make light te axiſę in the mi 
of darkoeſa, andthe ſapl, which. raiſes, to him 
an eys of. piohs and humble conbegce, ſha 
never, be copfeundeds. - eig id Hy bas 
- Lafily, Jeſus, who. died: upon the ck 
is 4he San gf Cette An in this ſyblime:charac- 
* * is nr. hs. Relief air and. * 
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all who believe in his name, and ſineerely 
endeavour to obey his Goſpel. Let us, then, 
look with comfart, with humble yet triumph- 

ant exptdatiot{ and! hope,)to\that Yluſtrious - . 
day, when this corruptible ſhall put on incor-x 
ruption; and this mortal foall put an iminortalitys. 
Let the anticipating view of this great period 
confirm our wavering hearts in the paths of 
virtue, purify and ennoble our ſentiments and 
deſires, and render us faithful unto the death, 
EEE es Socom . N 
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AND THESE THINGS WRITE WI UNTO- 
YOU, THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL, 


lor, or complete and full ſatisfaction, is the 
great object of human wiſhes; but it is 
not the growth of a prefent world, which fin 
and diſorder have rendered a mixed ſcene of 


imperfect pleaſure and real pain. The'hu- 


man heart is conſtantly ſending forth this 
ardent wiſh, bo will ſhexw us any good? 
The world pretends to ſatisfy the demand; 
but both obſervation aud experience ſhew 


i 
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that: i its prerenſions are delufive; Go tor the 
opulent, the ſenſual, and the ambitious, und 
afk them if #56" joy be fill?! They will ten 
you; if they expreſo with candour the feelings 
ol their heatts, at many things are waniting 
to render their ſatisfactiom pure, permanent, 
and complete: Nay, go even to the virtubus 
man, who has, generally ſpeaking, the faireft 
chance for for happineſs, even here, and an bins. 
if His earthly connexions” and advantages are 
fully cdnpeterit to his deſires of feficity ?*He 
Will Anſwer y an avowal of his'wants. 
and infirmities; by a detail of the Uifcords; 
vices; cher, that poiſon” human ſo- 
ciety ; and pointing alſo to the ruins of time, 
and the tombs of his friends; he will tell bu, 
chat che treuture has been made fire to. 

vanity. LB. BODDALYLSL AND 0); Hon any ona gh, 

Where ben mal we ſeek ber We foot d 
eee joy ? Do not ſeck it iti 
the imägined wiſdom of the infidel, whoſe 
difmal philofophy exaggerates all your ſuffers 
ings and extinguiſhes all your hopes: and if 
you have recourſe to che leſs abfurd/diQates , 
of Pagan wiſdom, you will find, even there, 
| but impectect en. and eomfntt. It 
nor 18 


7 - 
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v te, the Athenian OY. n 
19: logk to futurity for. that complete happi- 


neſs, which is the wiſh of. nature]; but pain- 
ful doubts more or leſs clouded che proſpect. 


Even after him, the gloomy fears, of death 
continued t held the world.. in bondage. 
| ers and poets lamented. che lot of 

humanity, in the, view of the grave, which 


7 terminates a ſhort exiſtence, mixed-with, ſor- 
row, labopr;, and pain. 1 were 


invented 10 baniſh from reflexion.. the fatal * 


moment, or 49. intoxicate dejection at the 
thoughts of its approach. But ſuch. remedies 


 . ere, inſufficient to remove the diſorder, and 
| often produced a mare painful relapſe. 


In this pexiod of darkneſs and deſpondency, 


the. Son of God appeared upon earth, died 
For our ſins, aroſe for our juſtification ; and, b 
- that. triumphant! act, called out. to mortals, - 
Jan (the rgſurrectian and the liſe ; whoever. 
kalievetb in me, though he were dead, get /agil 
be dive *.,., Methinks, at theſe, glad. tidinm, 
- the, inhabitants of the world, in the ſublime 
proſpec , eternal, d n hen ſens - 
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cn genera}, agclatation; of joys and ga- 5 
Mereg the Redeemer; in wordt ſimilar to thoſ 

of the Apoſtle; O Death, where is thy fling 
O Grave, where is, thy vito Thanks. le to 5 
God, zue has given us the victory through" om 
Led Felvs. Chrift !—Sych, indeed, was, tha 
effect of theſe, glad tidings op a multitude & G — - 
eaptixes, who were under ſervitude to the 
fear of death; and it. is the deſign of the feſo 
 tival,. on which we are now aſſembled, 30 
renew and nouriſh the ſacred joy which the 
klariqus reſurrection of our Lord and Maſter 
quld excite in our hearts. This alſo ig the 
object preſented to us in the words) af ut 
text: for che Apoſtle, after having mentions — * 
ed in the preceding verſes, that eternal life: | 
which was manifeſted by both the reſur⸗ 
reckiog and the promiſe of dur Bleſſed Lond, | 
and declared that all true Chriſtians ate par- 
taben of that, life in oonſequence of their 
communien with the Father and the Son, 
ede, in che worde before us, © Theſe N 
urite e unto you; that your. joy may be full. 
Three things, therefore, are naturally pre- 

ny to our meditations © on this MIA 


- djotiggm | N Mo Bu, 


or 


— 


i. 


* 
* 


tes DISEOUREE? VE £ 
Fiſt; The hatür of tät joy; which"th& 


Proſpect ofen fifc eternal is adapted” to ad- 
miniſter- * Aer e 5-4 Mg log a3 7 10 x 


es Serondy, © Certain” öfreümſtahtes which 


modify or diminiſh this joy, and binder it 


from being. Jul, 4 And complete, in 1 5 8 who. 


Ae, otherwiſe, ſincere Chriſtians. ' Hos 
= A importance” of cultivatirig and 


nourtſhing this picus joy, and its Happy in- 
ende öff- the character and courſe" df the 


4 


true Chriſtian, f „ Ai tnon pan WIL 
„ 1 


n is certain that r ke proſpect o of "eternal 


fe is a real and ſolid foundation of Joy: 
When the Ethiopian nobleman (of whom*we 
read in the Acts of the Apoſtles) esel 
from Philip che tidings of falvation, abe r 
the Sun of 'r3gbteouſtieſs" and of 
ariſing to his hopes, we are toldf that be went 

er in his way rejoicing. And; indeed, how 

zit poſſible, thut 'born; ab we are, with'a 
AE fdlicity;-unmixed and unlimited; "the ' 


profpe&-of a happy immortality Moud-het 
be pleaſing. and delightful? The pains" and 


ſorrows of our IE WR and the 


ie zit 155012 87105; 5070-12; ban 
a _— 1 : 
© 1 1 K - 


ly 
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manifold imperfections that. follow 1 us 
rough this. firſk; period of gur exiſtenca, 
— maſk; render this: ſublime proſpect peculiarly 
Attracking We all know, or, at leaſt. we 
ought; te Hoc, he miſery that attends ĩgnor 
ranee, corruption, and irregular paſſions. ina 
preſent werldn we knoy how, they, poiſon 
ther kind of :felicity for which, the; nature of 
man wWas formed, and how they; compenſate 
hnoenpidane of -unſatifaQary. pleaſure, 5 
We. korn how. ſaciery. is, embittergd ders 
below, by the diſcords, ſuſpicions, jealouſies, 
anch animoſuies, which; ſelf⸗ love and, Anons 
ce anch, parent upon end., nee 
a ae foelings, —_ on many 00 
caſions, even diſturb the ſeregity of piety and 
virtue... The proſpe®t, then, ef an immortal = 
ſogirtyy.free kram the pains af natural evil, 
and..the Kill» more, unhappy fruits of mer! 
diſorder, and ennobled by, high improve - 
ments. in, knowledge, fangiity, . and henevo- 
lance, muſt be a ne en 4 Griafaion.. 
RG = N I nab: e e : 
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„ aue . 
chat teh reſults from te TexpeAdtivie'or 
the beit enter af atüdtages of 4 preftt 
World. Theſs® are wither -untertazg! oe Un. 
ſatisfactory. They are'cRther. tubjerX? to r 
üppontment or followed by Ratiety: The 
piesfure Which ariſes From their pollefien 
s oſten interrupted/by Uiſcontent,- wedriaels, 
aid deſected Hpirits, and neither in proſpect 
nor in pofleflion, do dhey eld the feu 
with chat even tenouf , Terenity wht TR 
Ujoyitient! Which florù%e from the Nöpel &f's. 
— 9 7 irtimertality. N B1051ib ant Td 7% woleHd 
©" Apain The joy bb eit wert Sw ee, bs 
confounded with enthuftäſqi, Hthewhfavours 
üble ſenſe'of chat word; Becauſe N. I püre, 
fable, and fedäke, ab# 18. neither* vobrined 
by the ardour ef pamon der tHe" Higtes or 
fancy, but by che fublime veaftiet öf a Wötfſc 
26 come. gde tempered by Dost) 
ind Godly fear, does not ſets efferbeg 
dende and Witt! Sabre e xs views 
or Divine tierey, it'dbes not feld td ankicty 
aud dejection, aud the! gratidett of "its 
obj 2 ſeen oo as 3 a bas . 


2 { 1 LY Fas 
1 tv * 


Discos deer if 
fas PI e eren 
abc, Which W e to core” the if 
temperate effuſions of enthuſiaſm in the whe | 
6 Chriſtian,” AIAN N die e I. 
_ [/"Bokilly; under this wach "the Gelen 
and J ien ch ch bd mf feels in mi 
diet of lis fütüre and immertäf deffinati'n, 
* prowabl and progreſſtve, Both in its 
 degices” and in Ars? ſtability. ke increaſes in 
 Froportigts to the progrels de "tithes In the 
virtues. of the Chriſtian life: , every, Acer 
batten bieten performed, every pibus 
bought that Wilks to the iron very er. 
* of "betievdferice, Wely vn 
_ of ſelf: goveriditicht; every” elevatio 
10 the ptomiſes of his Saviour and his 0 
; grins it à riew Blot; and thus it becomes, in 
0 ü mice kabitual and beute temper 
or the oi W 7 80h 10 (s 309 
bel is Ge Hate of wat joy, ati the 
view of our furure deftination ought'to erte 
Hut as nothing. ie pertec here below, fd k 
Happens that this joy is not. awas ys pare aka 
Undiſturbed, even in gooll mine. There tte 4.0 
Coden, tht ay e 15 
DR vor 4M; | - and - 3 
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19; conſider... in the ſecond, head of; this Dif 


1 fi aletudtas. to.cnonefts aturanangy 
II. There are four things which {more 


ge let, in different. perſgps, and, characters) 
have, 8 tendency. to, ſuſpend, or. diminiſh che 

| Joy, wer have, hen. no Aeſeribing; * F 

ſenſible ghjeAs, —a. natural,averſign, to each,” 


are, ,, weakneſs .of,. faith, "the inf 


and e fene of demerit or; of gre: 


Wie. Yue: : lil ngiflinid ad 1g Air 
nd; There 3s 2. kind gf preps. doubting gahich 

ſometimes troubles. che, ſatafaRion. even of 

 gond Minden, They do,.notdiſþdlieve. che 

5 ſuhlime 3nd, pofiti declapgtions of the Gal- 

- pelovith reſpeRt to, f glorjes N 3 


eternal ſtatg: hut there 3 is 3 Kerdzin, 71 ff 


weakneſs and inſtability.in their perſuaſion of 

the reality of theſe | glorious Rs „They 
ehe in the caſe of, the man, i the Gaipel, who, 
D certain occaſion, {aid to. Chriſt, 1 believe, = 

hors? help thou. my undelief”* . A Find of ſure 
Ffiſe and , aſtoniſhment, comes , agraſs, their 
minds, in the contemplation of theſe inviſible 
leni ait nierte 
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ae ee vchoſe ibu is unknown, 
an τůõBſe nature is ſuppoſed (perhaps etro- 
neduſly) to be totally different from our pre- 
ſent mode; of exiſtence and enjoyment; and 
this leads them to ſay with Nicodemus, öh 
cam the bingrube N We are ſo accuſtome d! 
add attached to our preſent manner of being 
that za total or even àconſiderable change, 
though only eee neee e 
faith; and ans eff faith: . 
bee ou eee e eee NY 
cite; 18 proportionally diminiſned. . 3 
Wo B 9 56 offlitle fd learn ynokiwtie bitter „„ 
in "whom pe babe believed. It is true, thhbæ © 
change which ſuccsedes our preſent ſtate 0 ! 
exiſtende is great and momentous ; butknow Z; 
ye not the goodneſs, grace, and omnipotenes 
of him who has deereed and will perform it? 
ou may ſee ſome things which look like no- 
tices. or preſßigurations of it in the works . 
Nature before your eyes. Behold: the vege | 
table and animal worlds aud ſee what ſurpriſe + 
ing changes and transformations, of à beau. 
ful kind diverſify: theis ſtate When yon ſess 
the flower coming forth full 'blown, and the * hs 
ue e | | 6 W 9 5 
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© araxoling caterpillar. changed into a brilliant | 
- and active inhabitant of the air, what is it na- 
tural to conclude from this? Let us reaſon 
After the manner of our Bleſſed Lord. If God 
changes, clothes, and transforms ſo wonder - 
fully the graſs of the field and the inſects of 
che earth, is it ſurpriſing that human nature, in 
_ future period, ſhould be gloriouſly moe 
dy hie Almighty goodneſs and grsee, and 
i that new and ſublime ſcenes of action and en- 
Joyment ſhould be opened to the righteous, 
| when that uubich ir perfe ſhall come, 9718 1 
" which is in fart Sail ba done . 

D wiell then, O ye whole: faith is and! < 
Gall! on the works of God by. pious con- 


1 5 templation. From what he has done in this 


fleeting ſcene of mortality, judge what he may 
do in the endleſs ages of eternity. Dwell on 
bis promiſes, in thoſe precious hours of retire- 
ment and recollection, which: reſtore man to 
dimſelf and to his God:. Dell on his pro- 
miſes and aſcend with them to a future world. 
Say within yourſelf, He that has ſet the ſun in 
his pavilion, can one day put an end to all 
darkness. He who is the author of etery 
e e day raiſe his 
| | 5 8 | 


| us - 725 
Realize to your, 
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children PEER NY ev il. 
minds/ that | bleſſed ſociety (which, certainly 


exiſts) from which all pain and diſorder are 95 5 


baniſhed, and where light, ſanctity, and cha- 
rity reign for ever. By theſe acts of piety, 
frequently repeated, doubts will be diſpelled, 
pure and elevated deſires will be kindled, per- 
ſuaſion will triumph, and joy be inereaſed. 
We obſerved, ſecondly, that the influence o 


ſenſible objects and enjoyments, when not 


under proper regulations, damps the joy which 
ariſes, from the proſpect of a happy -immor- 
this truth, and it is founded on the nature of 
things. A prevailing habit of diſſipation, too 
great an attachment to the pleaſures of ſenſe, | 
too frequent approaches to ſcenes of luxury 
and frivolity, corrupt the taſte for virtuus 
enjoyment, for the pleaſures of reaſon, faith, | 
and religious hope. They contract the mind, 
and extinguiſh the mild flame of thoſe pure 
and elevated defires which aſpire after im 
mortality, and render its proſpect delightful. 
There are, unhappily, people in the World. 
who have ſcarcely an idea of any enjoyment 
* what the Apoſtle calls —_ be 
„%%% CO 8 5 
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fleſh, the tuft: of the eye, and the pride . 
Talk to ſuch of future happineſs, of the dig- 


nity of a well regulated mind, of the pleaſures 

of order, ſanctity, and benevolence: you 
/- might as well talk of ſounds to the deaf, or 
Colours to the blind. This can never be the 
3 _ eaſe of true Chriſtians; yet even they ought 
to be upon their guard againſt-all approaches 
to ſuch a ſtate of degradation. For there is 
always more or leſs caution neceſſary in the 
| enjoyment of ſenſible objects, which, though 
innocent in its nature, may be dangerous in 
its meaſure, and is always dangerous when it 
is not counterbalanced by pleaſures and enjoy- 
ments of a nobler kind. In ſuch a caſe it gra- 
dually corrupts the moral taſte, and troubles 

the joy of the Chriſtian in the Nene of oak 

high deftination.. 

3. A third Ab e that diminiſhes 
this joy is that averſion to death which is 
natural to man. Death, indeed, was the 
enemy of man, until the promiſes of the 

____ Goſpel removed its fing, and the reſurrection 

„ Chriſt robbed it of its vifory. - Nay, death 
 - is ill, more or leſs painful to nature, where 
1 life has not been embittered, in a peculiar 
ST p ; manner, 


"6 


* DISCOURSE NM. 117 


enjoyments and hopes. To leave a world in 


which they have enjoyed much pleaſure, 


and in which alone their defires and 
expectations have been fixed; to leave it 


without any hopes from another, nay, with 
the fears and apprehenſions of conſcience (if 
it is not hardened) from a future ſcene; this 
indeed is gloomy.” Here they cannot think E 


without deſponding, and it is only the total 


abſence of reflexion that can prevent the 
deepeſt dejection and anxiety. Even to the 


ſincere 'Chriſtian, the tranſition may appear 
awful. Such it is; but ſhall: the ſhort dark 
paſſage of a moment, which leads to the dawn 
of an eternal day, prevent the joy which the 


riſing beams of that happy day are adapted to 


manner, by ſuffering and ſorrow: It is more 
eſpecially adapted to damp. the joys and plea- - 
ſures of the libertine and the impenitent, be- 
cauſe it is the term, to ſay no more, of heit 


excite in the Chriſtian's heart? This would be 


giving too much indulgence to the inſtinctive 


reluctance of nature againſt death, and paying 


too little regard to the ſublime proſpect of life 


and immortality that is brought" to-light by tir 


On” [1 is not the proſpect of death that ; 
. N 
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- ought to diminiſh the joy of the Chiifian's 
hope, but it is this glorious. hope that ought 
to exult over the proſpect of death, and gild 
the horrors of the tomb, Jr the valley of the = 
ſhadow of death I will frar no evil, for thou art 
| with me. This is the ſupport and buckler of 
dhe Chriſtian, and, accordingly, many have 
given affecting examples of undiſturbed tran- 
| quillity at that awful moment. In the extre- 
mities of diſſolving nature, they have, with 
Joyful confidence, committed their ſpirits into 
the hands of their Heavenly Father, and of the 
Divine Saviour who died for 'them. and roſe 
4. Laſtly, under this head the conſciouſneſs 
of demerit and infirmity ſometimes dejects 
even good Chriſtians, and hinders their Joy 
from being full and complete in the proſpect 
of immortality. But when this conſciouſneſs 
of demerit proceeds from a true principle 
of humility, it ought neither to diminiſh the 
hope nor the joy of the fincere Chriſtian. It 
_ 4s. humility that God will exalt. It is the 
eſſential virtue of ſinful man, and one of the 
virtues of the. Chriſtian life, to which accept- 
A ance 1s 1 OOY promiſed, The vg | 
2 | 5 - Honate 
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fionate Saviour and Friend of ſouls choou- 

rages us to look to him with confidence, even 

in the midſt of our infirmities; and this con- 
fidence is, in itſelf, a pleaſing ſentiment.— 
No doubt, humility tempers joy with pro- 
found reverence and godly fear. Mercy and 
juſtice are united on that throne before which 
we muſt give our final account; and if the 
promiſes of the former call upon us'to,rejoice = 
in the God of our ſalvation, the demands of 

: ON et ehe pee pe ay ages 


ſalvation with fear and trembling. 


Let then the ab eo 3 1 


5 infirmities temper our joy, but not extinguiſh 
it! Let it guard our joy againſt ſecurity-and 
preſumption, but not trouble its pure and 
gentle ſtream. Let it not hinder us to rejoice 
and triumph in the promiſes of our Redeemer; 
but let it engage us to rejoice and triumph 
with a modeſt and humble view of our'critical 
Rate, our ſins and ROE our Stk and 
. aſhes, 
But, eee 8 it may 1 in the | 
preſent imperfect ſtate of the Chriſtian, that 
his joy ſhould be thus tempered with ſenti- 


ments ſuitable to the infirmities that attend 
IS > Sg” > Bits 
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him, -and the croſſes and lapſes: to which: he 


is expoſed, it is, nevertheleſs, of great im- 


portance to the beſt improvement of the 
Chriſtian character to cultivate a ſpirit of 


Joyful hope in the proſpect of immortality; 
as this ſpirit muſt have a happy infſuence on 


the character and courſe of the true Chriſtian. 
his is what we e to War 46; > 
dur third bead. EA. „ 


III. And lads we . in * 0 Mace 


| that the joy which ariſes: from the proſpect 


of a happy immortality ennobles and purifies 


the mind. The proſpect of a ſtate, in which 


order, light, and love ſhall reign for ever, in- 


ſpires pure and elevating ſentiments. The joy 
which it excites, enables the Chriſtian to 
appreciate truly the pleaſures and advantages 
of the preſent tranſitory ſtate of his exiſtence. 


Living here below with an eye raiſed to 
immortality, he will not drink of the 


poiſonous cup of vicious pleaſure; for he 


quenches his thirſt for happineſs at a purer 


fountain, and will thus enjoy the pleaſures 
of the world without being corrupted by | 
them. The joy of our text elcanſeth, in 
| 9 8 Jn « all aue 12 en He "2 and Brits 1 
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ir a. powerful preſervative int G k. 5 4 
fluence of thoſe ſenſual appetites: and paſ- 
ſions which captivate and degrade the ſoul. 
It forms true greatneſs of mind, and inſpires, 
a generous diſdain of every ps that 3 is NOIR | 
ſordid, or impure. ; 
Seconaly, The rejoicing view . immor- 
tality is a rich ſource of comfort to the good 
man in the dark ſeaſons of Divine Provi- 
dence. It ſends, in the day of adverſity, 
reviving rays that diminiſh its gloom and 
alleviate its pains and ſorrows. In all the 
calamities, whether public or private, of a 
preſent world, it enables patience to perform 
its perſect work: The Chriſtian, delighted _ 
with the fair proſpects of order, peace, and 
exemption from evil, which open upon him 
in a happy futurity, enjoys a ſacred calm 
amidft the confuſion and tumults of this pre- 
ſent world. He is not, however, inſenſible 
to the miſeries of humanity, to the dreadfſul 
ſcenes of calamity aud deſolation which the 
unbridled rage of the wicked produce upon 
earth; but he ſooths the anguiſh of his 
generous feelings, by lifting an eye of pleaſing 
hope to bat reft that remains for the people 
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of God. to that celeſtial region where fad 
| forrow ſhall never be known. PE, fo 
Thirdly; The habit of rejoicing in the 
h ' peviſpact! of immortality is a moſt powerful 
and generous incentive to a courſe of virtue 
. and religious obedience. Exclude joy from 
7 religion and religious hopes, and what will 
| remain to animate to true obedience ? In- 
tereſt, no doubt, and reaſon, recommend 
obedience : but what is that intereft in which 
there is nothing pleaſing and delightful > And 
would not reaſon, itſelf, be an inſipid guide, 
if not enlightened by the promiſes of that 
_ Celeſtial Wiſdom, whoſe ways are ways of 
2  Pleaſanineſe, and all whoſe paths are peace? 
It is, then, the rejoicing hope of the glory 
of God that renders the yoke eaſy and the 
_ burden light to his faithful ſervants. The joy | 
of the Lord (ſays the Prophet Nehemiah) is 
the firength of the righteous. It animates his 
_ _ zeal in the ſervice of his God. It accelerates 
bis progreſs, and maintains his perſeverance 
in a virtuous courſe. It renders him faithful : 
unto the death, in the perſuaſion: that he ſhall 
Bp gn Lg hr 
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| Final The habit of rejoicing . in the 
prolprer of immonality will have a happy 


influence upon the general frame and tenour 


of our minds in all our relations, connexions, 
and duties. It will ſweeten our tempers, 
correct our peeviſh humours, form in us a 
benevolent and charitable ſpirit, and carry us 
on, with a cheerful See to the end of 
our courſG. 
Let us then cultivate, ah the aids 6 
Divine Grace, this excellent habit, and be 
on our guard againſt whatever may tend to 
Interrupt its exerciſe. ' Thus ſhall we enjoy, 
here below, "ſome anticipation of the celeftial 
country after which we aſpire, prepare our- 
ſelves more and more for an inberitance with 
the [ſaints in light, adorn the religion we pro- 


fels to believe, and, after having taſted: the 
pleaſures of hope, be admitted to thoſe of 


full enjoyment, in the preſence of Him, with 
_ whom there id 8 775 Joy _ e for 
evermore. © 
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rule KNOW ' ALSO, THAT IN THE LAST 
DAYS: PERILOUS TIMES SHALL COME; 
FOR MEN SHALL BE LOVERS OF THEIR 


OWN vacant AO JR 


N 


6 7 + Gr ſight, it may appear ſingular to ſee 
an afſſfection, which is univerſal in the 
human heart, and which - ſeveral eminent 
moraliſts have been pleaſed to conſider as the 
only principle and ſpring of all our actions, 
placed by St. Paul in a liſt of the moſt per- 
nicious vices that diſgrace humanity. Self 
love is ſo placed in the words before us. It is 
even ſet at the head of the liſt; and it would 
e | not, 1 
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not, perhaps, be difficult to ſhew, that it ii 
placed there as the original ſource of all the 

enormities which follow: for it is not to be 

ſuppoſed, that men will violate the principles 
of religion, the dictates of conſcienee, the 

| laws of order and virtue, without ſome mos 

tive of a ſelfiſh kind, ſome proſpect, however 

deluſive, of intereſt or pleaſure. EH 

In the words of our text, St. Paul fore» 
warns his favourite diſciple of a remarkable 
decline of piety and virtue, which was un» 
happily to take place, even in the times of 
the Goſpel, which are here denoted by the 
4a dayt, a phraſe frequently uſed in this 


tag 


ſenſe by the ſacred writers. It is generally 


ſuppoſed, chat the Apoſtle has in view the 

great alteration that was made in the face of 
the Chriſtian Church, between the reigns of 
Nero and Trajan; during which period, it is 
well, known, that many profeſſors of the 
Goſpel diſhonoured the ſacred name they 
bore, by an odious apoſtaſy, both from the 
purity of the Chriſtian Sith, wn the "_— 
of. Chriftian morals. er 

It were-ardently to be iſhed, hir this 
proach: could only be caſt upon the times of 


o 
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oo Nero and Trajan! But Aer ll e Ghd | 


2 period in which the workings of zu irre- 
gular ſelf- love have not rendeted the timer, 
more or leſs, perilous, nay, pernicious both 
to the repoſe of individuals, and to the public 
tranquillity? And yet how little are we on 
dur guard againſt the love of ourſelves? 
How little are we ſenſible of the degree of 
guilt with which it may become chargeable, 
and of the enormities to which it may imper- 
ceptibly lead? Regarding ſelH-love in general 
as an innocent, and even a neceſſary principle, 


how rarely do we diſtinguiſh between its law= 


ful indulgence and its irregular impulſions 
between its uſes and its abuſes? And How 
little are we aware, that from this principle, ill 
- underſtood, and blindly followed, all our diſ- 
orders and . ann n _ | 
It is but too 9 that the 3 of | 
. po irregular ſelf-love are more or leſs to be 
found in every individual. If its enormities 
are manifeſt in egregious tranſgreſſors, its 
influence will ſometimes delude even good 
minds, in a certain degree, and imperceptiblß 
mingling itſelf with ſentiments and actions 


+ n 
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whind. are eſſentially good, it will corrupt, 
moxe or leſs, the purity of our principles and 
motives, and wound the integrity of the 
moral and religious character in a variety af 
ways. This eonſideration ſhould lead us t 
lend a proper attention to à ſuhject in which 
we are all intimately concerned, and in the 
FV 
ſider, 1275 

bs The: nature of. a We gal lore, _ 
| the principles to which it muſt be ſubordinate, 
n to render its indulgence lawful:— 
II. The abuſes by which the love of our · 

ſelves degenerates into that criminal affection, 

hn PH e tir 

of perilous times :— 4 O01 

And, III. r 
ſel-love renders TT 
e eee of ſelf-love 1 

planted in che human breaſt, with which we 

are born, and which follows, us. habitually 
through: the various - ſcenes of enjoyment; | 
ſuffering, and conduct, in which we are en- 
gaged, is no more to be denied than this 
gell evident trath, en 
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is matural to man. The love of Postaves 
conſidered in general as an inſtinctive deſire 
of happineſs, is neither virtuous nor vicious; 
dut it may become the one or the other, ac- 
eee, to the views and principles by which 
it is directed. As it has for its object our 
preſervation and ſubſiſtence, it is nece/ſary ;= 
as it leads us to deſire a certain portion of the 
external comforts and enjoyments of life, it ig 
innocent s it excites us to maintain a good 
reputation, and animates to many efforts and 
actions which are advantageous to ſociety, it 
is commendable, and becomes almoſt wriuous * 
as it embraces that . -happineſs which 
forth in * Goſpel to animate our en 
ance in the paths of virtue, it is the trueſt 
wiſdom: thus Moſes looked to the recompente 

reward, and St. Paul Pr forward" to 
the 'mark for the prize "of ibe bigb calling f. 
| In a word, the general principle of ſelf:Jove; 
or the deſire of Happineſs, is a natural prin- 
ciple; and, when it is well directed in the 
59 500 oy: its: particular -objeQs, moderate in 
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muten and kept in a proper ſubordination! 
to other principles of equal authority and ſu- 
petior dignity, which diſtinguiſhi us aa rational. | 
beings,” Chriſtians, and citizens, it contributes 
both to our own e Pee tt 
fellow · creatures. e 7 ton 
It muſt, however, be obſerved that oi love; 
in; the common acceptati 
(and it is in this ſenſe, at we here conſider 
it,) is almoſt always uſed to expreſs choſe 
deſires and propenſities, which have for cheir 
okjects our preſervation andi ſuſten 
enjoyment, of eleyation, rank, and opulence, 
and the attainment of what may be called the 
perſonal advantages and external comforts of 
life. Now, even in this point of view, the 
principle of ſelf-loye is both lawful and neceſ- 
frye. The. great and bountiful Being, by 


of that word. 


whom we have been placed in this tranſiturñ 


ſtate, permits us to employ. 4 conſidetable- 
degree of attention and care in providing for 


agfercable, by a proper enjoyment of the good 
things which his proxidence either directly 
beſtowy, or has placed within the reach of 


our ſubliſtence, . and even in rendering life 


n ee DO: 


Un | as | . _ that 


- 


tions of human life. But, ar che ſaine tiine, 
_albtheſeinaturk} wor 


| bvurids?i:the-bounds!preferibed to them by 
Cur charscters 26 rel giaani Aud Metal being 
has made man for üble 
ende tha Tiefs whith cms withit the ſpllere 
evt of lay inhgeont/ and lu dr f: ſelf love fh 
vdu e e achte wvledge, ffüt * either" Tf 
vom EV cad fi no-more, tliu that He ſußl 
ſiſtop anden je ys A rich 
things qhatcdtt pleaſe Kis fabeys . 


me 


_ ankVihgnoble> characters Ken chongh talent 
and peilius- epbellififedP{nivre or les Hs 
_ ſelfiſh careerg und he werbe free from the. re- 
ptonch ofienormous depra vution and inen js 
IV. thisxdopribration-and Wiquity, 


Yo fore adi nichr bavelg ant 10 aw oft 


SI 


* n OUWRST en, 


chat his creatures maybe ö ad naithihoodf#, 
He allpws/the!purſuit;of tickes;/ honours; and 
- erewof thoke pleaſures which may! be derived, 


ivfuchianich variety-abdcabundancey from a 
wiſe and: teniperate uſei uf the gifts of his 


bounty, in the different conditions and rela- 


of ſelfdoveanyft be 
oper bdunmds-AWWHiEat 


Ep within their 


undance oP AIKKHEIM: 


hisexternalefed fg, exhibits te us a very 


> howbvtr, ' 


rindi Lint. wh ee TIL © 4 
init Wi. 


30 


off ain EE iu 
my And wiret{fained = ürfelves 
naturally Ts as We Mall ſew int tlie Proper 
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alte, den, es git te in H? 
ARIA 48d rel Aon of man, which are 
del ned 0 regulate and to keep i in ' fubordina” 
tion the 2 ings of felitlove'; J and theſs' are,” 
the 1reldg Cup 1. or true religi 1 —the WINK of 
out neighbour, 61 ttue bent volence Lud the 
love, of 15 country of community to Which 
we Veltilg,”; 4's whe and genvide 3 patFiotifm." 


© ; 


n "thete: ad Freak relatidks, and Fd GE | 
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mne and duties which#are: 8045 with 
mien, the" we "dignity, happineſs, and gloty 
of hu an flature properly conſiſt; aid if men | 
wels Attetitly oe to theſe relations, LY to che 
ent Ac they dave upon our” ſenti= 
ments an nd” Aid fib, chen ſelf. love (which je 
bee F rying out, "Who will ſhew' us any 
good?) w edit be aided i in its Purſuits to the 
aal ſources of felleity. Then the irregular 


aßfd ag app y exceſſes of a blind ſelf lose 
wald be reſtrained by enlightened views of 


bt applet and perfeQion, and the love of 
ourſelves would be blended with the love of 


God, the love of order and virtue, the love of 
MA "EC; 


N ; i 
- " C25 


ongoing ds es Jong of. 8 . 
then would ceaſe thoſe fatal. abuſes of A na- 
tural, innocent, and inextinguiſhable principle, 
which defeat the intention of that principle, 
and render it, according to the doctrine £ of the 
Apoſtle, the charaQeriſtic of perilous and un- 
happy times. We therefore proceed, i in the : 


IId head, to conſider the abuſes, by which 


+. + & *& 


the natural ping, of fell. love (becomes 


one or — — in a very high 5 

cording to the views and objects by which, i it 
16 directed i in the purſuit of happineſs. V nder 
the conduct of reaſon and religion 1 it is an in- 


centive to virtue and moral improvement, 


whoſe -ways, are ways. of Pleaſantne/e, and Al | 
under the, blind f 
impulſe of irregular paſſans. and a deluded. 


whoſe paths are peace ; hut 


fancy, it leads to all the exceſſes of corruption 


and vice. In effect, how. pernicious; and : 
irrational are che 3 of low, 150 
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| it E . directed and influenced by the prin- 

ciples of religion and virtue ? What a a variety 
of appearances and modifications does it 
aſſume to delude and corrupt che mind? ts 
various forms are long become. a ſubje of 
general complaint, and many, even of thoſe 
who are chargeable with it themſelves, are 

zealous and warm in cenſiiring it in others — 
| Conſider, for a moment, ſome of the princi- 
pal forms which ſelf-love aſſumes, when it 
becomes irregular, and then you. will eaſily 
perceive, with what truth the times, in which 
it pen, may be called perilous, 
I. An innocent propenſity to provide that 
3 5 of the good things of life, which is 
requiſite for our ſubſiſtence, or a decent ſup- | 
port in our reſpective ſtations, become 
irregular and criminal by growing exceſſive. 
lt then degenerates into an avaricious deſire 
of Joining houſe to houſe . and laying feld to 
feld e; and creates a multitude, of imaginary 
wants, which the moſt anxious efforts of in- 


dullry, and means often 8 and indelleate, 
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are employed to ſatisfy. , Jt Net, yy ibis 
iGtion, of, opulence A degree of merit 


8 TOMELS 


which. is Af rportiqneg. * its real imports 
anee, con hdered ſeparately fr om i its beneficen 


uſes and it * incompatible with a due and 


proper attention to acquiſitions of 2 2. more 
momentous and excellent nature—With 
this Ind. form of an irregular ſelf-love, this 
anxious. love of gain, the moſt ignoble of: al) 
25 Paſſions, many are chargeable 3 ö and even 
ome who : make no ſmall pretenſions | to reli 
gion and virtue; I chere is ſearcely an! an 
other paſſion on whoſe indulgence i is encoura 


1 ſo many ſpecious pretexts, and whoſe 
Fa ſo many i illulons | are "nn. 
conceal from thoſe whom it degrades, "The | 
bligations | of. prudence, piety, nay, 1 55 ol 
. (applauded b but ede 1 
often alle bed fo varniſh the Feritode of. 
covetous man. ; os many pr Rd Oh 
tlans- imagine, th lat they 5 laid. 71 he 
treaſures in Heaven, and their bearts ae; ; 


3 4\/ 


when a more candid and intimate view, of 


yr 14 . 


what paſſes within them would make it ap- 
Peary that ET! have. Malle ag their hope, and 
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a ade Mi predominant affection to h 
gald, thay art my -confidence alf . aceufic 
tomed "Mitſelves to examine, with impafti- 
ality, our inward feelings, and to compare 
our deſires of worldly abundante with thole- 
which have for cheir object the culture of our 
minds, and che improvement or thoſe rei- 
gious and virtücus habits, that enſtitute the - 
ſupreme felicity of ratibnal and n οο,jEt 
beings, what would be the reſult of ſuch an 
examinatiow? Many would, alas f find, by 
mortifying experience, that a groveling ſelf 
love had gained an unhappy aſcendant im 
their hearts; and even good Chriſtians, on 
ſuch. an examination, - would be frequently 
alarmed at the undue. mare which the exter- 
nal goods of a tran wen . ines: 
in their affeQions, 
4. But the defire late köhp ese thy; , 
forms, under which am irregular ſelf. love de- 
ludes and degrades the mind. We obſerved,” 
in our former head, that the pleaſures of 
ſenſe, and the external comforts and 1 
| mente of life, which ſoſtely the ne 
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ſerious purſuits; and are ſeaſonable recreations 
in the intervals of duty, were innogent ob. 
jects of a lawful ſelf-love. But hen again, 
how does the blind impulſe of an irregular 
ſelf· love corrupt the ſources of enjoyment? 
This is the caſe, when the love of pleaſure 
degenerates into a low ſenſuality, or au effe- 


tranquillity and reſt, men ſink into an in- 
glorious indolence and eaſe ;-—when tem- 
porary amuſement degenerates into habitual 

difpation and. idleneſs, ſo that all improve- 
ment in knowledge and virtue is neglected, 


N all the higher faculties of the mind are 
dieibilitated and degraded by theſe ignoble pur- 


ſuits, In ſuch caſes ſelflove becomes crimi- 
nal and irregular in a high degree. It extin- 
guiſhes a zeal for active virtue and public 
uſefulneſs, and it perverts that natural deſire 
ol happineſs, to which. reaſon nd religion 


offer ſuch a ſublime gratiſication, to objects 


of a frivolous nature to pleaſures that have 
neither ſolidity nor dignity, and which Jouve 
| behind them dejeQion and languor. | r. 
3 It was obſerved, above, that an honeſt 

W a deſire of honours and elevation, 


, Was 


minate luxury: — When, in the ſearch after ſo” 
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vn among the objects of a lawful- ſel love: 
and this ambition, under the influence and 

direction of reaſon and religion, is nag- only 

innocent, but may be highly and extenſively 
uſeful. - But when it is ſeparated from theſe 
guides, and abandoned to the impulſe of blind 
and tumultuous paſſions, how immoderate 
does: it become? How unjuſt and irregular 
in all its workings and purſuits? It ſees no- 
ching too high for its pretenſions. It mea- 
ſures its claims by preſumption inſtead of 
| merit, It POOR: 'hatred, ry perfidy, 


"Ak roar nia a * gel love i in its 


erroneous purſuits. of | happineſs, wi con- 
ſider it in another point of view, ich its 
influence and workings are perhaps ſtill more 
univelſal, and not leſs pgrnicious and fatal; 
I mean; in the deluſion it produces in the 
minds of many with reſpect to their real cha- 
racers and the ſtate of their minds. While 
they are keenly attentive and ſevere in judg- 
ing of others, it renders chem negligent in 
examiping ihemſelves. It makes them take = 


| er 86: de, prodiguliag vgeneviye ee 
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| ſoregrantell iche gomlneſs of Alis chess | 
_ without ariy careful ur ĩmpartiiiſ inquiy into 


the tie e seemed e men 5 


af their ens, and — a 
poſes they purſue in the conduct of life, 
What inſtances of deluſion do we meet vrith 
here? A varniſh of innocence is given 10 | 
vice, and even palpable defects are converted 
inte virtues. Avarice becomes prudent cecos 
nomy, ſenſuallty a liberal enjoyment of the 


ficence, indolence iclleneſs a harmleſe 
relaxation. And e here virtues are reallx 
poſſeſſed, the deluflons of: felfloue lead men 
| to exaggęrate their merit, ta augment their 
member, und to imprint à character of ſupe· 
Rerity and. prrfeation OY quali- 


fs lr would be and eee e 2 


principle of Hung thiowgly all the delu- 


ſions to which it gives rie. We{llalk confine 
our obſervations on its deplorähle effect to 
hat the Apoſtle ſays of ſuch d pirit, when 
it gains. ground. and becames preualent; and 
N 3). 


1 "IN 


1 5 DISCOURSE. TT: ay 
28 dd $ we propoſed | in our third bead, ſhew in 
b ſenſe it py re l 6 

of RO mer. NOX 
_ WM The original word, e ks readies | 
i in our verſipn by the word perilous, has two | 
fignifications, which are nearly related, and 
are both applicable to thoſe unhappy times in 
1 . men | lowers of - themſelves. - It igni- 

ſies ; drfficult times, and dangerous times; and 
you. will eaſſly perceive in vrhat ſenſe the | 
times, in which an irregular {elf-love gene- 
rally prevails, are. or difficult and dan- 
gerous. hr of 


1. Such times. are « Ae They are e. | 


barraſſing. to "righteous and good men in al 


Ai 


ha ranks and ſtations. of human life. Ther, 
190 the public 9 ls warm and ae find I 
in ſuch. times peculiar difficulties, They are 5 
diſcouraged from formitg. many uſeful and; 
alurary plays, bythe e which chen 
haye to encounter in the ayarice g of ſome, and 
the-envy or ambition of others. They myſt 
truggle, in eyery generous and uſeful meaſure. 
hers 7 propel _ . e in a great IF 


* 
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riety of forms; ; "44 in a multitude of oe 
in which the public good i is palpably and elch. 
tially concerned, it requires more than human 
power to defeat the perfidious firatagems or 
the open efforts of that 8 and pernicious 
principle. 
Such times are ald, in the ing E contradted 
ſphere of private life, difficulf and embar- 
raſſing to every individual. Where is the 
man of piety, wiſdom, and integrity, WhO 
has not much to ſuffer from the ſelfiſh hu- 
mours and prejudices of his neighbours ; nay, 
even of his friends, if {overs of themſelves can 
deſerve that title? Does not his inflexible vir- 
tue often paſs for obſtinacy, i in their eſtima- 
tion; his piety for enthuſiaſm, his counſels 
for. inſults, his reaſons for prej judlces, when 
they happen to oppoſe the irregülar workings 
of an arrogant and prefumptuous, ſelflove? 
Is it not in the times when this vicious rin. 
ciple prevails, that the Cliriffian Is obliged to 
take up the croſs of his ſuffering Maſter, and 
to follow the laws of his Goſpel and the dic- 
tates of his own conſcience, 1 7 much 
| oppolition and various difficulties! 5 


En th 


* 
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But if this- irregular ſelf. love renders pl 
times difficult, it renders them alſo dangerous, 
highly ſo to our beſt and moſt important 


intereſts, ſpiritual and e pes and 
public. N Fore x — 44 


The ſelfiſh. foitht, a as it 855 bean already - 
deſcribed, is dangerous to the. ſpirit and in- 
_ tereſts of religion; it is evidently adapted to 
retard its progreſs, ;nay even to extinguiſh its 
ſacred flame in the heart of man. Le cannot 
ſerve God and. Mammon. This is the deciſion. 
of. our Bleſſed. Lord, and it. is confirmed by 
daily obſervation... How can a heart, con- 
tracted by avarice, or. inflamed, with ambition, 
or;polluted, by ſenſuality, or wholly occupied, | 
with worldly, enjoyments and; cares; raiſe, its 
degraded faculties and affections to che con- 
templation of the greateſt and heſt of Beings, 
taſte the ſerene and rational delights: of com- 
munion with; Him, and elevate its views to 
the tranſporting, proſpect of a happy immor- 
tality? Ho can a foul, deluded by ſelf. 
confidence. and 3 preſumption, perceive its 
rranſgreſſions, and failings, be ſenſible of its 
remaining corruption, and come, with the. 
eri Ker We ern the Foun- 
Su Sg r 


3 15 | 
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tuin of mercy, tb tat hint peace that paſſ- 
em underſtanding? Howe a narrow und 


virtue and religi6us obedrence;” ef dhe things 


that are true, pure, honeft,. and eh en 


in dhe humaf Reürt ??: 

And this ignoble ſpitit un be * hab 
quende, pernicious t the mere of light 
aud its advahcenient in the World. Abi, 
accôrdingly, we ſee Ho the aero 6d ref 


à ſelfiſh ſpirit permit the progreſs of active 


gion are promoted 7 theſe peiithus times 


Tllere is no period” 


his oibyard*; büt againdt What at enormous 
a ef corruptiolt are tfiey not Ong H td 


labour? THEY HHP in their way; the teflet“ 


of infiddity are Trepritifth,” fänat) adopte® 
by vicious? paifions; or by? os pre- 
tenden ſcienee, both" of which"they nou" 
nid“ flatter: bitt” this 16 not all fbr; even 
atiibnig the profeſfors of Chriſtiaity, the) 

| Have chene ier ah inordftiate love oft wy 


the” world/%itl whicl? 
Ob ha'niot Kübel ſervants ad 20er, ab 


© vrld} auck che- eln purfäit br its ppeafüfer 
© abi ad vantigeb, irketr preabte whe möft uf, 


Happy effects on riff RN 2415" Here 
wat cold * religiotty (thats 1 


attention 


29, 


bisch um 243 


attention to ite drful; and eternal Ae 
chat wart of Leal for its profagutten and in- 
_ terefts, Which gain ground from day to day, 

and are as undecountable as the are afffict- 
ing. VUhacccuntable aud äfflicting they muſt 
ißderd be; to thöſe wWH¹,% Ender rhe: ſalutary 
influences of true rellgiof on! human tuppi< 
neſs, ial then ranks, orders, aud circum- 
ſince" ever? of preſent worlg,o It would 


ſesm ſeareely poſſibie thatithoſe what are 


abiſuginte with: the? nature; and who believe 
the tfutlis und promiſes of "this divine rei- 
Sion, mould be eoldiy affected toward it 3 
Infthe greatelPeanridiQtionsebme: poſſible, 
Würdet ſolfth and fetſual paffebs hate gained: 
au Aſcendartt i the mind. ban hüt 
abtFrom' the dangerotis tendeney-of al pre- 
vailing ſelfſhneſs to extinguiſh the vital-ſpirit! _ 
oFrelipion,” of its dan- 
gerous, nah AitaPirifleriee or the: happis: . 
nel# Aid profferit) f A country; It iy evis- 
deut; chat the Wirt of true religion; which! 
noi chte üb che 16 ef munkind, as" 
Well as the lote of God, and wee 
attentive to all their relations, private and 

W and to the düties they: require, muſt * 

23 | © 1 09 


0 


Ys piscohüs E VI 
be the natural ſource. and the beſt ſupport 
of public felicity. This is that righteouſneſs. 
which exalteth à nation, rendets its rulers 
wiſe and reſpectable, and its inhabitants obe- 
dient, united, and happy. It is evident, on 
the contrary, that a ſelfiſh ſpirit extinguiſhes 
a genefous zeal for the public good, and con- 
fines the whole attention of men to the nary. 
row circle of their. private intereſt, and the 
low ſphere of their ſenſual pleaſures and en- 
| joyments.—But this is not all: fox this ſelfiſh. 
ſpirit, which is avaritious, contentious, aſſum 
| ing, and ,awbitious, produces, as its natural, 
fruits, that diſunion, that oppaſition of ing 
tereſta, thoſe jealouſies and factions, thaſe, 
ſecret frauds, and that low venality, that ſap 
che foundations of a Shs and national 
felicity. is at el v ertlia - 
Let theſe _ LNETELOTE, , ENSASE, 
us to watch. over our eee for, in 
conſequence of the principle which we haye 
been now deſcribing, hey maꝝ become deceite 
ful, deceived, and even dgſperately wicked , 
Ing us look een AD 


N 12 1106007; 


» 
rere, 8 N 
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do che motions and ſuggeſtions Ur chat pfin- 
ciple, which, in its regular application; is fo | 
eſſential to dur bappineſs, but, under the 
guidance of corruption and paffions, is ſo fatal 
to our true and eternal intereſts. Let ds 
direct this prineiple by the dictates of reafon, 
enlighten it by the word of unerring truth, 
ſubmir it to che purifying influence of Divine 
Grace, and blend its effuflons With the love 
of God and of mankind, with the love of 
order and virtue; Thus, and thus only, can 
ſelf· love anſwer its true deſtination, and attain 
its nobleſt object, which is the improvement 
of our nature in what conſtitutes its real per- 
fection and felicity. By blending itſelf with 
that charity, which ſeeteth not its ozon, it will 
obtain its own, in the moſt efleual manner: 
by ſacrificing its will to the will of God, it 
will gain, beyond expreſſion, inſtead of 
loſing ; by renouncing the advantages of the 
world, it will often obtain the moſt .precious 
treaſure; and by abſtaining, on the proper 
occaſions, from its pleaſures, it will both | 
augment and ennoble the ſources of its enjoy= 
ment. Thus purified in its -principle, and 
directed! in its exercile, * will become 
L one 
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one with the love of God and he 1 of 
mankind and when Yaith ſhall be loſt in 

5 fight and hope in enjoyment, it will remain 
linz 1 delightſul alliance with, charity, which 
* never" Jail; — with that charity Which is the 


en of the . commandment, the common bond 
of union and ſource of felicity to all rational 
and moral beings, under the er N 
of Lim, whoſe ofene Lu, 
4 het ay Ate Sp Ps: oy, > 3: 
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rung 8 NO /FEAR+"1N LOVE: Dr ; 
PERFECT” \LOVE "CASTETH” OUT” FEAR; 
BECAUSE: FEAR” "HATH TORMENT.: | HR | 
THAT FEARBTH 18 NOT MADE PERFECT 


lee,. d cee e 
＋ * 5 {Hz N . 8 
pron is the elt diſquieting and N41 
of all the paſſions: and of all the different 
kinds of fear, none is ſo unſupportable, when 
it is carried to a high degree, as that which 
has for its objects the juſtice of God, and the 
awful. moment when death places man befors 
n Hence it is, that we find, 
| 5 in 
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in the records of all ages and nations, anxious 
efforts perpetually employed to get rid of 
this fear, and to render the Judge of the 
world prppitious. 5 Hence. the gloomy, and, 


ſometimes, cruel inventions of ſuperſtition. 
Hence thoſe exclamations, proceeding from 


the terrors of conſcience ; bereit) ſhall I 
come before the Lord, and preſent myſelf before 
the moſt high God? Shall I come before him 
with burnt-offerings # Shat! I give bim my fi- 
born for my tranſgreſſions, the fruit of my body 

for the fin of my ſoul f. -Such, in a ſtate of 
tormenting perplexity, were the fruitleſs ex- 
clamations of ignorance and ſuperſtition ; and 
finful man was ſtill held in the bondage of 

terror. Amang the precepts of Pagan wiſ- 


dom we find, fometimes, ſplendid views of 


the excellence of virtue, but no ſure founda- 


tion of tranquillity and hope for the alarmed 


' conſcience, when its laws hed been /tranſ- 
| grefſed. The Sage of the Stoics, (an ideal ſort 


of being, ) who was ſuppoſad to be above the 
infirmities of humanity, was, indead, proudly 


conſidered as the favquiite of Heavens but 


dark and deſperate was the proſpect af thoſe 


who had uot attained 10 the pretended per- 


© EIS: fection 
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tectiow of this ſublime but onde) mand." 
Thus we ſee the inſufficiency of üraſſiſfed 
philoſ6phy' for the conſolation of weak and 


finflil man, expoſed to che rethorfe tht 
Sirene of böhſttengef and, above alf, the nel 


ceffity of a Divine Revelation, in wh God; 


peoritiling the” tborli to bimfelf;, by & pofitive 


diſpenſation of remiffion' and merey, Moult 


diſpel che fears of penitent offenders. Thi 


diſpenſation was, in effect, manifeſted,” in alk 
the attracting forms of Divine love and bentge 
nity, to ſinful: world by the Son ef GO. 


Peace on earth and good-will to men were 
announced, at his birth,” confirmed by his 
miniſtry, and ratified by his croſs. And it is 
upon tllis foundation that every true Chriſtian 
may adopt the language of the Apoſtle in o 
text, ant ſay, with humble, and alſo witk 
joyful confidenice,” There ir no fear a —_ 3 


perfect love cafteth out or. et e 
In the farther illuſtration of this Ege 


we lan, in the ff place; examine whit tial 
love is to which fſach' an eminetit' privilege” 
is here affigned. Secondly, We ſhall un, 


the” nature and extent of this a acd 
'L 85 | ' ſhew: 


<< 
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men how, and in what | relpeBey ave is , 
adapted to gaſt ont , n e r 
bi H. ve attend to the. tenour. of the 
| Apoſtle's reaſoning in this. chapter, we iſhall 
be naturally led to underſtand here, by the 
word hove, our love to the Supreme Being, 
which is moſt affectingly deſeribed through 
the whale of, this Epiſtle, both in the mo- 
tives which excite and nouriſh it, and the 
fruits which eſſentially proceed from it. This 
is evident from the verſe, which immediately 
LY folloyrs our text, where the Apoſtle ſays, Me 
love, him, becauſe be firft loved ul. 1 
It is farther obſervable, that it is not merely 
3 but perfect love, which the Apoſtle ge- 
preſents as ing ont, fear. But let not the 
ſincere ang. humble de be eee, 


43 => FY 


rater of that love ta nbiett uch a, precious | 
and happy influence; 18 attributed i in our text. 


Perfection, ſcrictly ſpeaking, is not attainable 

in the exerciſe of any virtue in a preſent ſtate, 

| and therefore it is love in a. high dégree of 

improvement, vigour, and Perſeverance, that 

the Appſdde! has in mow in the wech eferr 
N 2 9 us, 
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us. II, in order to remove out 3 16 


render us acceptable in the eye of God, afl 
abſolute perfection in love were required, 
vrho could hope for the favbur of Him?! 1 
whoſe» fight (as the Pſalmiſt ſublimely a 
preſſes it) be Heavens are not pure, and übe 
charges, even, his -angels with imperfectien 


and fly It is, accordingly, remarkable, * 


rhat the term penfeclion is of the ſame ißt 
with fiacerity'in' innumerable paſſages of the 
lacred writings; and it is this incerity Which 
is che vital principle of religion, and the „ 
bond of communion between imperfect man 


and his merciful Creator. It is alfo the ellen 


tial character of ſincerity to make ſuch” 42 
progteſſive improvement in every virtue, as 


' tends really towards perfection, and will be 


crovrned with it at the proper ſeaſon. © It ſup- 


and · capacities, we are zealous in cultivating, 
through grace, thoſe ſentiments of veneration 

and love, which are due to the greateſt and 
beſt of Beings, that fervent gratitude which 
his paternal goodneſs and merey are ſo 
adapted to excite, that humble and joyfub 
A N L 4 9 8 75 oy ou 
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poſes that, according to our reſpective means 
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15 ths, defined. to. caſt out ſaar; andthe: preciſe 
nature and. extent of its happy: influence in 
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* confidence, in his precious promiſes, which 


agimates love, and produces, as its proper 
fruits, zefignation to his will, and a chearful 
obedience to his. holy and righteous! laws. 


This is that love: of God which is called 


pexjef? hy the. Apoſtle; becauſe; when it is 
exgrciſad with that ſincerity which implies 


aſſdduous culture and improvement, it acquires. 

all that ſtrength and perfection of Which it is. 

ſuſceptible. in chis. ftate of inſuncy and trial. 
Now, it is the privilege. of petfect wks 


this reſpect, we come nom to conſider, in the. 
ſecond and principal head, of this Diſcourſe. |. 
II. Tre ig ne. fear in lowe, ſaith St. ror 
—perfe# love caſteth out fear, At firſt ſight, 
this, affirmation ſeems. to contradlẽt | ſeveral: 
paſſages of Scripture, in which fear, is repre- 
ſented as a religious affe ction, as /he beginning 
of. wifdam.; as a ſalutary principle of piety: 
and obedienge ;, and in which, eonſequently, 
thut man is, pronounced bleſſed; who. feareth| 


bon, 
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. dun dee hind of fear hat in witch love 


caſteth: out; arid do far dhe ee 
emden K O ee 


* 


1. The: fror of Cd in often e 


| Sacred Writings to expreſs. the ſentixtiens: of 


to the Zupreme Being, confidered as the 


verſe z and ĩt is not ſurely this pious affection, 
which: the love of Him Who is the gerate, 


of man. Chriſtians, indeed, are raiſed, by 
redemption and grace, to the happy title and 


they ceaſe; on that account. to be the mont 


ſubjects of: his awful empire? While they 
are they uũder nos 


love him as a Father, are 


profound reſpect and awe, Which are. due 


righteous Lord and Governor of the uni- 


as well as the be of Brings, is adapted t 
extinguiſh, or even to diminiſh, in tha mind 


privileges of the children of God; but des 


. 


abligation-to-revere: him as a Fudge?) This/ | 


cam neter be the -caſe with ttue Chriſtians.” 
Love and ae are congenial ſentinjetits; when 
grandeur and goodneſs, autherity and merey- 


are united in their object: and while, in the 


contemplation of the Divine goodneſs, the 


Chriſtian calls out, with an effuſion of love, 


e the Lord, all ye lum he will 


& 


ſay, 85 


754: 50 OURSE van: 


ſoy, atthe: ſame times in! this views! of the 
fanctity and majeſty of God bo tho 
not fear thee, O King of "Nations? Certainly, 
my: pretheen, a profouhd weneration for that 


Great Being) whoſe mature is ſanctity and 
order, and df whofe throne» righteouſneſs; 


is che eternal foundation, is »therbafis Uf all 
true religion. tis only after havidg-revered: 


Bim asſthe Judge of the; world, that wwe Lan 


loved hig struh as ther inereiful / Father and 
Saviaur bf men. It is the ſolemn majeſty: 
d the tribunal of-juſticey! that adds a peculiar 
loſtre b g0 the mild: iory of ithe throne of 
cue, und blends, in) ſuch 8 manner, pious 

awe with reviving gratitiide arid hope, 25 to 
walte the good man both tremble and rejoice 


in- the preſence of his God. Hence the 


Sbaredl f Writers: underſtand, \ by the fear of 


God, piety in general, or, in other words, 
_ thats tyvetential fear of the beſt of Beings, 


which js a powerful, and even an ingenuous 


incentivt, to: univerſal obedienge. It cannot, 
therefore, be; this kind of feat, which. hve 
Alu autgon et wil e ati A. 
% But there is another kind bed 


| ennſudermion-of which, will lead us to the pre- 


et”, | | ciſe 


. 


— 
— 


ade meaning lebts 3 our ds 8 
this is the pa, dread of the juſtice of Gbd, 
and of the puniſhment it reſerves for the un- 


righteous in an awful futurity. This, fearg! 


when excited, only by the anguiſh and deſpair 
of a wounded conſcience,” which dreads tbe 
puniſhment, without reuering the judge, i 
certainly incompatible with thejloye of God. 
vhich is characteriſed by St, John in the verſe 
preceding our text, a8 inſpiring bolaugſe in the 
day of judgment; by which ig meant, that it 


encourages the Chriſtian to hehold the future 
. his Saviour with an humble and 


ingenuous confidence, ariſing from the pro-7 


miſes which are made to faith avorking by laue 
and ſincere, obedience... The ſentiment oppo-: 


ſite to this ingenuous and filial; confidence is; 5 
a fervile Fear; in in its various charaQets' .of, 
anxious Kaden terror, and deſpair, arifing; 


from views of the juſtice of God, which ae 
not ſofſtened by a ſenſe of his goodneſs R 
hope in his mercy. This, then, is the God: 
of fear from which ſincere. and predomin; 

love preſerves or delivers the true Chriſtian; 
But is it then true, you may aſk, chat this, 
e Ye ee, or ee to, Wen even 


the 


55 
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cha good many beſet! as he id wh infiemities, 
and not abways fecwred againſt ad ua. 
greſſions, from all fear of the Divine juſti 
from all painful appreheuſtons of x jadgment 


ſkill proreed to confider, how far te love of 
God may be ſaid to modify cis fear and 


tus we ſhall be able to fort an dechrate idea 


e the: extent of its effieacy in the reſpect. 


Aud here we may obſerve that in the fear of 


Divine juſtiee there are different derets, and 


cere love, nor are they entirely excluded by 
it, as you may conclude from what Has been 


FFF To frail, _ 


the proſpeck ef a jullgment to come, an ks 
conſideration! of the great and iapbrtant in- 
tereſts which: may be forfeiteck ih an eternal 


world, are proper to exeite ſerious apprelien- 
ſton, and, whether from infirmity or Humility, 


to temper hope with a certain mixture of 


plous anxiety, Even tlie good man, when he 


compares his manifold omiſſions afid falling 


with the ſanity of the divine laws and the 


Cain of his future deſtination wil ſoms. 


* 


to dme N.In anfwer to this queſnten, We 


alk cheſs degrees are not inconfiftent with fin- 


times 1 
ag 
* 

k 
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Emes have his dark and -painful/ moments; 


nor will even the humble conſciouſneſs of his 


general perſeverance in a virtuous eburſe al- 
ways bring immediate relief. He judges Him- 


acceptance with his Heavenly Father, he will 


Tay with the Plalmiſt, Enter not into judgment 


avith thy ſervant, O Lord; for in thy fight ſhall - 
ns man living be juſtified. But all theſe arorie- | 


ties are of a generotis kind: they are entirely 


conſiſtent with the ſincere and ardent love of 


| God, if not connected. with it; and it is dne 


of the eſſential characters of the true Chriſtlan, 


that be works qu bis own ſalvation with fear 
and trembling. It is here that we may ſay, 
Bleſſed is the man that feareth always ! that is, 


who is piouſly anxious about his great intereſts 
and who knows, - 


in a future and eternal world, 
from the equity of God's moral government, 


that as a man /owr, ſq alſo ſball be reap. - Ihe 
fear of Divine juſtice, in this degree, is the 

natural fruit af true piety, and is a ſalutar y 
guard to the good man. It excites vigilance - 


and cireumſpection; it animates repentance ; 


and it even co- operates with the love of God, = 


- 


{elf with more ſeverity than he will be judged - 
by his God, and, though really in a ſtate of 


— —— —3qv— —— 22S ö —— — 
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in ee a dae. aud |; perfevring bes 
cities molar Sino ot ns 0 

But there is e 8 
totally incompatible with the love of God. 
This takes place when the fear of Divine juf- 
tice is extreme; when it degenertes into ter- 
or; when it covers the paternal aſpect of the 
Father of Mercies from the view of the 
alarmed and deſponding offender, and preſents 
only to his wounded ſpirit the laws and the 
tribunal of the righteous, Judge. It is this 
degree of fear, this ſervile terror, that the 
Apoſtle has evidently in view, when he ſays. 
in our text, that fear: bath torment; that is, it 
is the ſting of remorſe accompanied: with de- 
ſpair, It is in this degree, fo long as it cou- 
tinues, that fear is | incompatible with love, 
and can never produce a rational or ingenudus 
ſervice. The one muſt neceſſarily deſtroy the 
| Her other. Servile terror excludes love. - Perfect . 
vr ſincere love caſteth out ſervile terror, and | 
ſubſtitutes in its place that prudent appre- 
henſion, that ingenuous, fear, which will 
never remove confidence in God's merey, 

nor boldneſs and humble Hogs in the ay of 


2 | _— x 43h 
% — «4 >» a. = V+ . — 

. 15 ; 

o * 
wa: Th 
7 o 
N us 
& "I 
, g p „ 4 ; - 
- : A * 


'DISCOUKSP N. 199 


Thbos you fee, that the/loye of God never 
. excludes, totally, that fear of Divine juſtibe 


which may» lead to repentance; it only 


baniſhes that fear which is attended with re- 


morſe and torment, without the N kraies 
of converſion and obediencmee a 


It will be worthy of our attention to con- 


Fr on this -intereſting ſubject, bot and to 
what extent the love of God produces this 
happy effect, and the different degrees in 1 


its efficacy, in cafting out fear, is diſplayed. It 


is manifeſt that love produces this'falutary - -_ 
effect, in greater or leſs degrees according to 
| the, meaſure of its improvement and-progreſs 
in the heart of the true Chriſtian; and victory 
over tormenting fear is only total and com- 


lete, when love is perfect, that is, ſincere and 


predominant. What is meant by this N > 


obſervation, may be iluftrated by the follow-.. 
ing caſes and 9 taken from nen 
T | h 


peculiar cireumſtances or ſuccours) be leſs 


e * from painful enn han 
the 


— 6 - , 


7 


The e trapſeniſſer, ho han oe. 
18 conſidered his evil ways, and furned - 
his feet to the | Divine teſtimonies, will (bating 
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| the ſetwant uf God, who has been long con- 
-frtaed in wittuous habits, increaſing in love, 
and perſevering in a. courſe of obedience. 
More eſpecially if he has been an atrocious | 
_ offender, the danger he has eſcaped ftill 
alarms him; he trembles: ſtill; more or leſs, 
At à reflexion on the puniſhment his iniqui- 
tics have deſerved; and, when he conſiders 
the ſanRity of that God whom he has now 
choſen to ſerve, his remaining corruption and 
infirmities will ſometimes excite anxious feel- 
2 _ Nevertheleſs, the ſources of comfort 
wich diſpel tormenting fear are at hand, 
His views of the Divine mercy, and his con- 
(c(ciouſueſs of the grateful ſentiments which 
cdz⸗his mercy excites in his heart, will gradually 
dei ver him, more and more, from that feat 
which is accompanied with torment, and in- 
creaſe his confidence in the das of 
vation. : 
2. But whos” 1s 55 man, N con- 


. firmed: both in his principles and practice, 
who may not, in a particular inftance, fall 
from his ſtedfaſtneſs before the power of 
Ho temptation ? And if, at the ſame time, he fell 
from his love, his conditi6n would be depler- 


* DI8COOROE NM. *6 - 
Able. But this will not be dhe enſe Gf e 
| — Chriſtian, who, by #ffidu6ts tultove 


and che aids of Frace, has carried His Tove of 
the ben of Beings to #9 high a treaſure 6f 


fate. When he falls from his ſtedfaftneſs, it 
is the love of his Saviour and tis God cht 
will 'ffe& his recovery. It will melt Ms 
heart into a generous compumction at he 
view of offended goodne(s.; it will rife frem 
compuhction to ne efforts of 244 and t- 
dour in his vittuons'courſe, and thasreftorithy = 
the ſervant of God to che paths: of dety, Will je 
reſtore him, at the ſame time, to che joy of 
his "fabvation.—Caſt your eye on St. Peter 
when he dented his Maſter ; it was indeell 
a dreadful moment, but how did this Uread. | 
ful moment affect him? His conſtienct, fo 
doubt, reported to him with a farhful Teverity 
the enormity and aggravations'of tis crime; 
but It was the Jovr of his Maſter, more th 
the Juftice of bis God, that was nis invxpttt- | 
ſible tormentor. He felt, no doubt, che 
pangs 'of remorſe; but the Anguift of fer 


improvement as is/attainable in this imperfest 


ſeems to have been totally abſörbed it che 


| forrows ef bre. Be + wornt but un wer 
„ N 
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t 217 for be be ee all things ne 


* 


a high degree of impropement, 3s it ih de 


nobleſt, will be alſo the predominant, if not 
the ſole principle of obedienee to the good 
wan in the general tenor of his life; the 
mean of his recovery when; he fails; in 
duty, and the ſource of his ſubmiſſion and 
comfort in the day of trial and adverſity. In 
this happy ſtate of improvement, it will ca/# 

_ out every kind of fear that brings torment, and 
only leave in the heart of the Chriſtian the 
filial and ingenuous fear of offending the 
Celeſtial Father whom he loves. And in 

_ this high degree of improvement, what 2 
pleaſing fate of mind does it produce? With 
what humble but ſerene confidence will it en- 
Courage the good man to look up to his God 
for protection and ſupport? To what ſignal 
efforts of active obedience in the duties of life, 
and of patience, and ſubmiſſion in i its calami- 
dies and trials, will it not animate che true 
| Chriſtian?” From St. Paul in affliction and 
a chains, with the terrors of death and, mar- 
ſom before Mas, N forth thoſe effu- 
| fions 
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fions af” triumphant hope; I an \ perſuaded, „ 
that neither life nor death, principalities no: 
_ powers, nor beight nor depth, nor things pre- 4 
fent nor things to come, nor any other creature, << © 
Fr gedient e which. | | 

ir in Feſus Chrift my Lord. BY 8 e 
Tou lee; from the whole of this Dilicurſe, Eo nx: 
how religion, or the love of God, which is 255 
its eſſential and leading principle, reduces to 
perfect harmony affetions which are di. 
ſimilar and; in appearance, diſcordant. Un- 3 
der its influence and guidance, love is recon- * 
cileable with fear; confidence, with caution z The 8 
and the pleaſing hope of immortality, with a 
ſalutary anxiety about our future and eternal” 
intereſts, - It combines and blends theſe dif- 5 i 
ferent affeQtions and qualities, ſo as to make 
them conſtitute preciſely that moral character N 
and temper of mind, which is ſuited to ue 
preſent ſtate of imperfection and trial; and. 
thus they become the different parts of. a 
whole, in which. reſides the true harmony 'of 
virtue. It is equally evident, that contra- | | : 
dition and inconſiſtency accompany and de- 
. grade "thoſe natural  affeQions | which were 
* implanted in us for uſeful purpoſes, when 
1 * obi! ſy M2 _ they. 23 
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Per aur nt under dhe guidance of reaſqn 
apd ig Armee 4 theſe fear, 
againſt exil gad ee. 0 ſerve @s. an 
example. How fatally is it miſplaced in a 
- multitude of caſes ? More eſpecially, h no- 
 torioullys.it perverted in the. minds pf, thoſe, 

who dread.the diſpleaſure gf men, while they | 
Hale and violate, without apprehenſion g 
Wa the lays and maje yeſty of God; and of 

997 To who e at the proſpet of death, 


| while, they go on fearleſs in the ways of folly | 


and Tit which alone. can. keck death 

net ttt 
ligion then 12 our ſacred. guide in 

3 wp of our affections and in the con- 


7 aut of, 2M Let ug, by ap habitual cop- 
png of the W periections in nature, 


Wwe and the di 58 n of grace, 
ouriſh that 2 el che deſt of Beings, 


L 55 5 comprehends in ys nature and in W 


its — thing that dan eſfapliſn order in 


2. minds, , reQitude in our conguR,, and 
| hope, in our * When n the review of aur 


Hur de when dhe 
our 
"onthe, 


Srsch ls E vis i | 
cinfiditice'” atid tl proſe of db opett | 


ing” tbr us an 0 fuf eternity, alarms our 


apprefieiivas; let ut 166k up tö Him,” Hefe 
eſte is love; ahd 20 de Mf 5 bt 
Ther if gur wtürtt of lobe tb hit, eee 
imperkeer be humble atid finbere, out pats 
ſhalt” beCeftabliſhed; our chens Me: 
and our apprehen ond eater. Tibugh' all 
true Cfriſfidils" may nit polfefs a” degree” of 
corifidence* ſo complete” and triumphatit as 
thit'which St. Pauf derived from the love of. 
G3} in its" higheſt improvement, they all, 
nevertheleſs, enjoy that humble and Ares VIE 
able bot which renders Nar filiaf and ingerit- 
dus; ald blending it with 10% in a 880 
progreſs,” will render it the wee. 7 "of a 
virtudus life here, atid the alticipation of a. a 
happy aud a glorious life hereafler. | 
"Bit" theſe 'bleffings are uiikiid\a"to OY 
nate and habitual tranſgrefſors, who brave tlie 
juſtice of God, att” ate; ugaffected by Is 
gobdneſe and mercy; for eye is" no lating! | 
pact or Feelings, to ihe Sete Nor can the | 
noble : privilege that/is"atinexed by St. John to 


the love of God, in the words before us, be 7 


applied to thofe' whote' religious piöbenen is . 
| r MM 3 | | little | 
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little animated by this diyine principle, 11 
neither profound veneration nor grateful love 
. - accompany their external attachment tothe ſer- 
vice of the greateſt and beſt of Beings ; if they 
have little taſte for the rational and elevated 
pleaſure, which the contemplation of his per- 
fections and government is ſo adapted to excite; 
if they do not found their chief felicity on his I 
precious and tranſporting promiſes, and de- 
rive from them power and encouragement, 
to obey his commandments. with a ſalutary 
mixture of pious joy and godly fear, can they 
be ſaid to poſſeſs that love that cafteth out ſer- 
vile terror, and inſpires boldneſs in the day of 
Judgment? No, certainly.; the barren profeſ. 
ſion of Chriſtianity i is no ſecurity againſt the / 
terrors of conſcience, becauſe. by ſuch a pro- 
feſſion the ultimate end of that Divine Reli- 
gion is not anſwered: for its Bleſſed Author 
gave himſelf up for us, not only that he might 
redeem us from our iniguities, but alſo that he 
might purify unto himſelf a peculiar people 
wealous of good works, He came to reſtore a 
fallen and corrupt nature to the love of order, | 
Aland to the practice of thoſe virtues which 
. confirm our N with God here, and lay the 
| ö foundations 
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foundations of an endleſs progreſs in moral bs 
then, thoſe who hear his alot obey his f 
laws, and take refuge in his- merey! No ſer- 
vile terror ſhall trouble their tranquillity; nor 
ſhall, the approach of death and judgment be 
able to remove their confidence. The moun- 
tains may depart, and the hills may be removed, 
but the loving - kindugſi and the promiſes of the 
Lord ſhall remain, and they that do the will of 
God ſball endure for ever. Even in the valley 
of | the ſhadow of death they ſhall be enabled to 
ſay, with an humble magnanimity and a tri- 
umphant hope, I bave ſer the Lord always 
before me ; becauſe he ts at e Band, 1 
ö $ e 
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5 SITY CONSIDER: GOD ALSO, HATH, SET? 
RHE ONE OVER AGAINST THE OTHER, 
TO.THE END THAT MAN SHOULD FIND 
| NOTHING AFTER HII. 


T_ is both the misfortune and the reproach 

of a great part of mankind, that they live 
without reflexion; and ſurely the richeſt 
ſources of wiſdom and comfort are loſt to 
thoſe who live ſo. Yoo foe many things, (ſaid 
the prophet Iſaiah to the people of a | 
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 creaoked ai 
T right; what he rr chance, is 


in ealiryy fo bnd 


wiſe direction; what to him appears'diſorder,' 


wan be harmony not underſtood®;. what he 
looks upon as evil, may be really ſuch in 


the preſent moment, but in the iſſue · he pro- 


ductive of eternal good. Upon the whole, 


all things are wiſely permitted, directed, and 


arranged under the univerſal empire of God's 
eternal providence; and it is the duty of man 


| to, obſerve this, and to think, feel, and act 


matter of fact, that proſperity and adverſity 


dom of this arrangement :——gdly;\ The line of 


accordingly. This is the ſenſe and ſpirit of 
the words of our text, in which we ſind three 


things to conſider and illuſtrate: iſt, The 


are aſſociated; placed the one over againſt the 
other in the life of man, and that God is the 


conduct pointed out to us by this mixture of 


natural good. and evil, if we would act con- 


formably to the, intention of Divine Provi- 
dence. "oi ey eee 
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1 are then, firſt, to.conſider the mat-, 
ter of fact; and this indeed is inconteſtable. 
Generally ſpeaking, the life of every man is 
a mixed ſtate. of good and evil, of days of 
enjoyment and days of trouble. There is 
| nothing permanent in the ſtate through which 
we are paſſing. Elevation, riches, pleaſures, 
reputation, ſtrength, beauty, all that we pol» - 
ſeſs, all the external and accidental circum». 
| ſtances. of our preſent. exiſtence, are either 
precarious with reſpect to their duration, and 
may be taken from us in a moment, or are 
ſuſceptible of great alterations and changes. 
Sometimes the objects of enjoyment are taken 
from us; and it. frequently happens, that 
even when they are continued, we loſe a taſte. 
for them, and become incapable of enjoying 
them with comfort. Take a general view of. 
the various ſcenes of human life! How is it 
diſturbed by a multitude of unforeſeen and 
inevitable revolutions, which diſſolve 3 
diſperſe individuals, and turn opulence and 
joy into diſtreſs and ſorrow? The healthieſt 
conſtitutians, the moſt ſhining reputations, 
the moſt ſolid. fortunes, and, the pureſt do- 
wee cee are fubj * to painful vicii- 
7 N 25 "tudes, 
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tes. They ſoitietiihed deckte gradually, 100 
ſoetimes paſs rapidly frbm one 3 0 
atiotliet; as a ſerene ſtæy is · ſu ddehly overcalt; 
by a rifing ſtorm, with clouds and darkneſs. | 
On che othet hand, ſcenes of adverfity and 
dſtreſs are oſten followed by profperbus days. 
At the moment wien a favourable change is' 
| Ittl6! expected, the ſtorm ceaſes;- the” clotids 
are diſperſed; and the defpairing* mariner 
etitets} with pleaſure and ſurpriſe, into tlie 
deſirec harbour. Thus, in the” diverſified! 
ſcene of human life, if there ĩs a Hm to tobe, 

there is alfo a time to rejoice!” Many favour-' 
able changes and unexpected deltveranets, 

aſter ſorrow” endured in the night ſeaſd fi; 
bring comfort and joy in the mothing 

Many; faith” the” Pfälmiſt, ae th# afflietionr 
of the” righteous; bur the Lordl brings deliver-" 
atict; aut ſo reteemeth the foul of bir ſervant, 
© thi" ane of thim* that: i Be JO be 
heli. 

4 K nd bi karthet obſerved Here; not by | 
that there are ſeaſons of proſperity and ad per- 
ſry which ſucceed each other, but that, in every” 5 
fate, good is; more or leſs, mixed with evil, 
a ern k ow ; they are leldom or never 
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entirely ſeparated z but, on the contrary, they 
are very frequently produced or ,occaſioned 
the; one by the other. The moſt brilliant | 
Praſperity is not exempted from wexations | 
aud pains; it gives riſe to + e 
imaginary wants and anxious cares, to tempt- 
ations, illuſions, and vices which trouble its We 
ſmaoth current. The evil day is often tem- | Ss 
pered and alleviated by rays of hope that | 
pierce. its gloom, or by ſome gracious com- 
penſations that ſooth and conſole the dejeted 
_ ſulllerer. It excites to induſtry, prudence; and 
virtuous effort, which diminiſh its bitterneſs 
and produce a certain degree of ſelf· enjoy - 
ment and tranquillity. We might enumerate, 
in an ample detail, the caſes in which this 
ſingular mixture of good and evil is palpable, 
where they exiſt together, and are placed the * 
| one. awer againſ} the olber; but your own 
_ qbſervation. 590: een aer this "We 
neceſſary. 
2. Nor this Spüren of china tir 
mixture. of good and evil, in the preſent ſtate 
of man, is the providential arrangement of 
God; and it is this truth, expreſsly declared | 
a in the wwe gs "WF gene thes 


WRT, | We. 


— 


n piscobnsE E 


we proceed to conſider. To regard this W. 
ture of good and evil as the produdtion of 
chance, is the ſenſeleſs jargon of the Epi- 
curean, who, under à word void of meaning, 
' conceals his ignorance of the true cauſes of 
| things, and of the Supreme Wiſdom which 

prefides over them. Equally abſurd is it to 
attribute theſe events to blind fare, to an end- 
leſs concatenation of ſecond cauſes, wirhout 
beginning or end; which flow from each 
other, and, by an wimeaning and invincible 
neceſſity, produce the ever-· varying ſrenes 
and eircumſtances of human life. This ac- 
count of things is as unphiloſophical and 
extravagant, as it is impious. It ſuppoſes a 
ſeries or chain of effects, without any original 
cauſe or ultimate end; which, in other worde, | 
is a chain ſuſpended upon nothing ; and it re- 
preſents the univerſe as an eternal chaos'of 
confuſion. It is an inſult. upon common ſenſe, 
human liberty, and human nature; and hap- 
leſs, beyond expreſſion, would be the fate of 
man, if, amidſt the days of ſorrow and pain, 
which ſo often embitter his preſent exiſtence, 
this gloomy ſyſtem were his only refuge” for for | 
| inftruQion and comfort! pa RE IL 15 
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Nor do they judge aright of is who 


ts proſperity as depending only on our 4 


_ dexterity and efforts, and adverſity as merely 


the eſſect of our levity and imprudence. For 
this general rule has many exceptions, and ö 
the race is not always to the feoift, nor the 
battle to the firong. There are many events, 


both proſperous and adverſe, which are totally 


independent on human prudence and human 


power; and with reſpect to which it may be 


ſaid, that promotion cometh neither” from tbe 
eaſt nor from the weſt, but God is the Fudge, 
who Putteth down one and ſetteth up another. 


Nay, all events, good or evil, even thoſe 
which proceed immediately from viſible cauſes 


and human agency, depend on the laws and 


direction of Him, who, without wounding 


the liberty of beings, whom he has formed 


rational and free agents, preſides, neverthe- 
leſs, with a ſuperintending influence over-all 


the motions both of matter and mind throughs 
out the univerſe. The Lord reigus; and it is 
only from this ſublime truth that man can 
derite the puteſt enjoyment in the day of 
proſperity, and the moſt ſoothing conſelation 
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Aud firmneſs of mind * . dark moments | 
SER ee ; 


* 


Gad, chen, is the — of « "0 


Jot and condition in human Hife. The day 


of proſperity and the day of adverſity pro- 


coed from him. He bar Placed' the en 
_ - againſt the other ; i. e. he has blended a por- 
tion of evil with god in the preſent tranſ- 
tory ſiate of man. But "why ſuch an 


arrangement, may ſome ſay? Why this per- 


- Petual mixture of pain and pleaſure, of ſuf- 
fering and enjoyment, in the life of man? 
Had we no other anſwer to give to ſuch 
queſtions, than the avowal of our ignorance, 


we would not be aſhamed; for ſhort- and 


limited are the views of man, and immenſe 
is, the plan of God's eternal government, | 
More eſpecially, when ſuch queſtions are pro- 
poſed by impatient mortals,” with a ſpirit of 

preſumption and diſcontent, they muſt be 
ſſmtisßed with ſuch an anſwer as this: e The 

Lua of God are not your ways; nor does 
it belong to man, Who is but f yeſterday, 


3 5 120g comprehend, in this infaney of this 
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N of God in 2 
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« therefore ſhine forth in all the fullneſb of 
* their wiſdom-and goodneſs at the proper 
« ſeaſon,” But notwithſtanding the limits 
aſſigned at preſent 10 our obſervation. and 
knowledge of che wwayr of God,” we may. 
diſeern luminous charaQers of their juſtice, 


the Divine government: and it will be eaſy, 
both 10 explain: and juſtify the” affirmation 
of Solomon in our text, that God has mingled 
days af proſperity with days of adveriity in 
human life, % THE 3ND that mai: /euld find 
nothing after him. This we proceed. now ts 
conſider in dur ſecond head. 
Eo A... 
interpretations, which all convey wiſe ant 
vſeful.infiruQion. By the phraſe, has u 
ſhould find natbing after him, ſome underſtand, 
tha "0s or * Supreme God, man 
mould 
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T | 
„ the. preſent, but the future, in an endleſt 
« duration. At in enough for yay to'know, - 
that the ways, which you do not under». 
« ſtand, // are the ways / Cod, and ſhall 


| wiſdom, and alſo of chelr goodneſs, even in 
many of thoſs painful events, which ignorance 
and impatience raſhly conſider as defects in 
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ſhould acknowledge nd other being, on whom 

his lot or deſtiny abſolutely depends. Solo- 
mon is ſuppoſed to explode here the abſurd 
and pernicious doctrine of wo indepentdent 
| principles, the one, good and the other evi/; 
4 doétrine ſo prevalent in che caſt, and ſo 
adapted to divide the human heart in that 

' © religious regard, which is alone due to the one 
Great and Supreme Diſpoſer of all events. In 
| this view of the words the wiſe king calls men 
to acknowledge the goodneſs of God in the 
day of proſperity, and to have recourſe. to the 
_ fame Being for protection and deliverance i in 

| the day of adverſity, becauſe he is the fole 
diſpoſer of both, and they are bock che 
meaſures of his undivided empire over the 
children of men in this their firſt and pro- 
bationary ſtate. Agreeable to this are the 
Words of the Moſt High, by the mouth of 

bis Prophet. I am the LorD, and there is 

nuone elſe. 1 form the light, and create dath- 

. nt. I make. peace; and create evil, 1 the 

_ | Lorp 4% all theſe things *; 


E. 


The words before us are, no bt, 
bkerenle of um at, if we allet then 
n ® Iaiah, . 7. 
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Gy 


| benen 


pPiscobnszE 1 
ſeparately from the connexion in Which they 
ſtand. But their connexion leads us palpably 
to conſider them as expreſſive not only of _. 
God's g undivided | empire, but alſo of its un- 
erring wiſdom. * Oonfider, ſays Solomon, the FOI, 
wort / God; obo can make that fraight, e 
which Be bat made crooked? A proverbial — 
exprefſon, which implies that the work of > 
God, and the plan of his government, are N 
unalterable and perfect. Our duty, then, ETA 
according two the injunctions of the wiſe king, 7 = 
is to make a proper uſe of the diſpenſations e 
of Providence inſtead of conteſting their \ ] 
dom. In the day of proſperity we are called to | ; 
7 in the day of adverſity we are ealled — 
to cunftider for God hath placed the one _ 
over. againſt the other, to the end that nan +, + 
ſhould find nothing after Bim; i. e. nothing. to 
correct; nothing that is liable to any well. 
founded objection, in point of wiſdom and 50 
goodneſs. And it is this that the ſon of Syrac | 
has in view in that fine paſſage of his ſublime 
book; 0 how defirable are all bis works +- All- 
things are double, one againſt another; and be: 
hath made nothing imper feet : one thing eftabliſh= 
eib NOT LV OivL as canta art? 
ww 1 | . with 
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_ with beholding his glory And, dend 1 
whatever point of view we eonſider the mix- 
ture of external goed and evil, that charac. 
terizes the preſent ſtate of man; whether 
with reſpe& to private perſons or public 
communities, we will find it both wiſe: and 


ledged by the beſt obſervers of men and 
things, that religion, and the virtues it is 
adapted to form and nouriſh, are neeeſſary to 
the true happineſs, both of nations and indi- 
viduals. Now, if religious virtue be neceſſary 
to the true happineſs of mankind, it feems 
evident, that a mixture of ſuffering with en- 
joyment in their lot, i is, in the preſent imper- 
fe& ſtate of human nature, neceſſary to the 
ſubſiſtence of religious virtue. How often 
does it happen, that religious and virtuous 
principles loſe their energy during a long 


. cqurſe of uninterrupted proſperity,—that men 
forget tlie benefaQor amidſt the multitude of 


his gifts, and loſe fight even of the duties, 
whoſe obligation the experience of his good- 
neſs readers peculiarly reſpectable? And this 
is not all; for irregular paſſions, nouriſhed in 
e 

counteract 
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eee e 
pervert the taſte for genuine felicity, render 
men proud, ſenſual, and ſelfiſh, from whente 
innumerable diſorders ariſe, both on the pri- 
vate and public ſcene, which poiſon all the 
ſweets of proſperity and turn them into bitter- 
neſs. | And in fuch eaſes, de not the core. 
tions of adverſity becoine ſeaſonable? Is tot 
the day of trial placed here with propriety 
and wiſdom? Is it not 4 meaſure" of good 
government, and (if properly improved) may 
it not turn out to be a meaſure of providential 
benignity, to ſhew men and nations the un - 
certainty of the bleſſings they have enjoyed 
unworthily, that they may perceive theit 
errots, and open their eyes on the govern- 
ment of that Great Being whoſe laws they 
have inſulted, and whoſe mercies they have 
abuſed? To connect, then, both private and 
public calamities, in many inftarices, with 
moral diforder and vicious paſſions, is ſuch a 
neceſſary meaſure of ruling Wiſdom, that if 


this connexion never toch place, a foundation == 


would be laid for z plauſible objection againſt 


God's moral government. —If t does rot 
SEO OE 8 Ew 5 
b 25 13 8 ſon 
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| ſon of full retribution is xeſerved for a future 


ſcene... = % 3494 1) 
| But me mixture of at 3 he life 

of man muſt be conſidered under other points 
of view, in order to the farther illuſtration of 
this important ſubject. For it is 4 general 
law of Providence, to which all are more 
or leſs ſubjected; and the righteous, as well 

as the wicked, has his, evil days, and thoſe 
oſten in great number. At! is this promiſcuous. 
diſtribution of external good and evil, that 
has frequently perplexed the impatient igno- 
rance of ſhort- ſighted obſervers of the ways 
of Providence; nay, excited complaints and 
murmurs, equally detrimental to their inward 
- Peace and their religious improvement. The 
| following conſiderations will lead us to 
more rational and ſalutary judgment concern- 
ing the mixture of wiper good and "Boks in 


the life of man. mT Mite 
Fin, This ee a. things 3 is in no 
wiſe inconſiſtent with the juſtice of God. 
In a ſtate of exiſtence, which we derive from 
the Deity, we can never complain of injuſ- 
tice, if there be a .co:openſation of good: 
| W As us, which. indemnifies for the 
evils 


Disc wy _ 
evils of life, and above all, if there be fuck” & 


high rewards, both here and hereafter, an- an- 
nexed to the practice of religion and virtue, 
as render, upon the whole, the ſtate of the 


nghteous moſt” deſirable and happy. The 
children of affliction may feel deeply their 
ſorrows; but who are they that will preſume 


to ſay that they are unjuſtly dealt with, and 


deſerve nothing but good at the hand of . 
God] It is not ſurely the wicked, who brave 
his empire and tranſgreſs his laws; nor the 


ſenſual, indolent, and barren profeſſor of re- 
ligion,. who receives the bounty 'of Heaven' 


with an ungrateful inſenſibility, that will pre- 


tend to deem it unjuſt in the Supreme Being 


to mix evil with the good, which they have 
ſo unworthily enjoyed. As to the good man, 
the righteous friend of God, he will neither 


murmur nor complain, for reaſons which ſhall 


be particularly conſidered in their place. He 


knows, that the Lord is not only juſt, but 
gracious'to him, even when the day of adver- 


ſity ſeems to frown upon him. Conſeious of 
his defects, Lord, be merciful to me 4 finer, 


will be the language of his pious humility; 
by at | thy fame time, conſcious of his ſince- 


* 


. 8 rity, 


1 


ſource of his (conſolation. 1 


19% -DISCOURSE IN 
| rity, and ſtedfaſt in hope, this truth, that al 
things ſhall work together | for good to. tbeſe 
that love Cod, will be the rich and permanent 
Beſides, amidſt 
all the evile Which are mingled with our lot 
ia human life, how manifold are our bleſſings, 
unworthy 2 we are! How many years of 
health are enjoyed for one ſeaſon of infirmity 
and ſickneſs? If we take a recollefted and 
impartial view of what we have experienced 
and obſeryed in human life, | ſhall we not 
acknowledge, that the evi days of pain and 
ſuffering have been very, conliderably fur- 
_ comfort; and that the latter would have been: 
ſtill more numerous; if we had not embittered 
them by the neglect ot miſimprovement of | 
the means of true enjoyment, with which we 
were favoured, and an abuſe of the gifts and 
 bleffings of Providence. Dark, indeed, and 
gloomy is the day of adverſity with which 
we ate at preſent viſited *, but it comes after 


| long periods of peace and abundance, (very 


lie and rarely inderrupted,) which. wo * 
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the abuſe, of 
ö thily: eojoyed, and by : 
which we 
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: Have I any; 
moral diſorder. 
correct 


alt die, ſaith the Lord. 
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not God., 
in the lot of humanity. It is 
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al goodneſa. 
of patern 


righteous, | 
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Abos, who, even in the midſt of a virtuous 
3 have nevertheleſs their errors and tranſ- 
greſſions to acknowledge and lament, the Apoſ- 
tle obſerves, that whom the Lord loveth be chaſ. 
tenetb, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom be rereiu- 
eth*, In effect, the mixture of external good 
and evil in the preſent probationary ſtate of man 
zs a palpable proof of the goodneſs and wiſdom 
of a ruling Providence. For, from what We 
obſerved at our entrance on this head, it will 
appear evident, that nothing is more danger- 
ous to the moral ſtate of the mind than an 
uninterrupted courſe of proſperity, which to 
paſſions and fancy is the dream of falſe felicity, 
and by furniſhing them with perpetual means 
df indulgence, cools our zeal; and relaxes our 
activity in a virtuous practice. Now if this) be 
true, and if it is the natural tendency of . 
elevation and opulence to engender vanity 
and ſelf- importanee, to create and multiply 
imaginary wants, and expoſe to numberleſs 
temptations, the Chriſtian, notwithſtauding 
the goodneſs of his principles, may ſometimes 
r de e to main- 


DISCOURSE . " a" 


ain" his Integrity and preſerve; his ?virttous | 


principles from corruption. And it is here 
that adverſity may come forward with ſucceſs 


to abate the ardour of the paſſions, diſpel the 


illuſions of fancy, and, bringing along with it 


the hour of reflexion, obtain for reaſon and 
religion a fair hearing with reſpect to true 
happineſa. Thus the attentive mind learns, 


by a ſalutary experience, that proſperity has 
its dangers, and adverſity its advantages; and 
perceives equally in both the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of the great Diſpoſer of all events. 
In this view of God's providential diſpenſa- 
tions, we ſee all the Chriſtian virtues im- 


proved, and we ſee how they ſtrengthen and 


improve each other. In the changing ſcenes 


of good and evil, ſubmiſſion is ſupported and 
nouriſhed by. gratitude, and the love of God, | 


which is never extinguiſhed in the virtuous 
heart, even in the darkeſt moments, is 
however exerciſed with redoubled feelings 


of piety and pleaſure, when, after - ſorrow 
endured in t viel, 4 returns 4 the 


morning. p 2h 
We 3 thirdh, that the Wiener of 
evil with good in the lot of man is a gracious, 


IF 
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: us, if a portion -of bitterneſs were not fre- 
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as well as a wile diſpenſut n of Proyidente, to 

modify our attachment to-a preſent. world. 
Exceſſive would that attachment be, if the days 
of this life were always unclouded and ferene. 
Even as the caſe ſtands, and with all the diſap- 
pointments, vexations, and ſorrows, which 
mingle with bitterneſs our preſent enjoyments, 
we are till, God knows, too much diſpoſed to 
ſeek our chief portion, our ſovereign good here 
below, inſtead of laying up treaſures in Heaven, 
which is our true country. We are too apt 
to forget that we are only travellets, and too 
much inclined to think that we are at home, 
How much then would this dangerous illuſion, 
this oblivion of our immortality, grow upon 


quently mingled with the cup of pleaſure, to 
admoniſh us that pure enjoyment and true 
felicity are not to be found here below ? Vow 
ſet, then, that the day of adverſity is adapted 
to correct ont illuſions, and thus, though ns 
aſpect may ſeem ſevere, its deſign: and ten- 
deticy bear evident marks of divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs. The bed of ſickneſs, the loſs 
ef our dear relations and friends, the frevwns = 
* * the TOO a our: enemies, 
2 wr public 
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public-calargities; and-domeftic ſorrows are all 
deſigned, in the plan of Providence, to make 


iis nfs a preſent world without abuſing it, ant 


et our principal afe#ions and defires on things 
above. In all theſe clouds that cover his proſ- 
perous day, the faith of the Chriftian will ſee 
the hand of his God pointing to immortality, 
and ſhewing him his true, his glorious deſti- 
nation, to revive the ardour of his pious 


deſires for the things that are invifible. and 


eternal. And not only ſupportable, but 
happy and ſalutary are thoſe dark moments, 
which lead the foul, finking under the burden 
of its pains and ſorrows, to ſeek for pure hap-- 
pineſs at the fountain-head, and to draw from 
the promifes of God and the light of his 
countenance the aſſurance and fore-tafte of 
eternal felicity! Such is the deſign, and 
ſuch may be the fruits of the mixture of evil 
with good in the ſtate of man, if man be not 
wanting to himſelf, For theſe reaſons has 
God placed the day of adverſity over againft 
the day of proſperity, and who /ball find any 
thing after him? Who ſhall conteſt his be- 
nignity and wiſdom in this arrangement? We 
ſhall ſee its wiſdom and benignity ſtill farther 

| ____ _- diſplayed, 
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| : diſplayed, when we come to ew, in the two 


following Diſcourſes, the reſpective duties 


which the day of proſperity and a oy of 
_ adverſity require from man. 
In the mean time, let what ki been now 
obſerved concerning the diſpenſations of the 
| great and good Being, who creates the light, 
formt the darkneſs, and aſſociates temporal 
good and evil in the lot of humanity, con- 
firm us in the pious habit of ariſing to him, in ; 
every event which concerns us, with thoſe 
ſentiments of confidence or humility, grati- 
. tide or refignation, which theſe events are 
reſpectively adapted to excite, and always 
with a pious and obedient regard to his laws 
in every circumſtance and condition of life. 
This will tend to realize and accompliſh, with 
reſpect to us, that poſitive and important pro- 
miſe, that all things ſhall work Oe ”w 
a eee eat; WES | 
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in THE Day Or. PROSPERITY error. 


4 * 
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T Har the 7 of A is placed oy 
God over againſt the day of adverſity, and 

that this mixture of good and evil in the life 
of man, bears conſpicuous. lines of Divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs, we have already ſhewn 

in a preceding Diſcourſe. - Theſe truths are 
not merely objects of ſpeculation ; they have 

the moſt ſolemn and important demands upon 
praQtice, as they are adapted to lead us to the 
proper improvement. and the true enj joyment 
of human ate.” ne, we now propoſe N 
| «1 
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do illuſtrate and enforce; the 4 
which Solomon founds on theſe intereſting 

truths. In the day of proſpecty be NT 
In the day of adverſity coder. 
In the ſequel of this Diſcourſe 1 we hall 
confine our meditations to the firſt of theſe 
precepts, and conſider the duties and the line 
of conduct preſcribed in . ag, In the 
day of proſperity be joyful. 
I. By the day of proſperity, we are to o under- 
ſtand, the pleaſing ſcenes of human life, the 
external bleſſings of health, abundance, repu- 
tation, ſocial enjoyment, which Providence 
has. ming with: the ſufferings and trials of 
our preſent tranſitory ſtate. The condition 
of life in which theſe abound, 1 is, no doubt, 
| highly defirable z but it is not without its 
_ difficulties and dangers, becauſe proportion 
able to the number and extent of our tem- 


poral advantages and enjoyments,- are the 


duties We muſt perform, the temptations we 
have Want aa the. Yelutiogs we are 
to avoid. | 

It is un, that 1 eſis her 


Vich reſpedt to the day of -profperity; is 


RM * which, 9 
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Weiden KS: 3 the ed ves no. 
ſeem, ar firſt; Geht, to have an Feoſwe & or 
nification,. or to contain a. precept - of any. 
difhcylty or. much importance. To be  joyfid, 
is a command eaſi ly. obeyed; for nothing is 
more natural and leſs meritorious than to feel 
pleaſure and, joy in A ſtate. of proſperity., 
There are, however, on the one hand, perſons 
of a allen a and ſplenetic caſt of mind, whoſe, 
| hearts are never dilated with contentment and. 
1 F7e. under the richeſt diſplays, 
of f the] be bounty o of Providence ; ,while, on the 
other, of Joy of. Proſperity, abuſed to the 
bee - uri 122 excites in other 
th 2 intoxicatin g. Joys ot intemperance an 
folly, Which . lo red by giſguſt, and 
engender le OITOW.. Such; joys, of Which Selb. 
mon humlelf - bad experienced the Janiiy ani 
the bitter fruits, could not be made. the matter 


| ni.. an 
of 11 . in the words before us. Kay 


10 


ordy of our text, as they ſtand in che. 

N may,” ith great propriety, be ranl-. 
lad, thus; the day of proſperity enjoy 
11 n this bas a more extenſixe ſigni⸗ 


Ny 


ee fuck." 4 uſe 8588 improvement 
x "0 | cf 


a than the term Joyful.” It implies 5 
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of proſperity, as | is 3 to render it a 
ſource f real ſatisfactibn and true exjoymet, 
The Teffonsggeven of Pagan wiſdom, as well 
26 the àdmonitions of the wiſdom that i is from 
above, cl us to be upon our guard ent 
che allurements of à proſperous e And 
from the general tenoui, and the ſolemn « con- 
clufion of the book from which our text is 
taken, it is evident that, when es 
echorts us to enjoy the day of ' proſperity, he 
means by this precept, that we ſhould enjoy 
it as becomes reaſonable and immortal being, 
whom God has place for a ſhort tine 
ſtate of trial, amidſt a Petpetual mixture one 
go6d and evil; and whoſe future 60 ndijion, 
with reſpect” to happiness o or ale, 1 will 
depend upon our virtuous uſe or vicious 
| abiife of the gifts of Heaven he FE: 
Agreeable to this, tener ing Hl 
terminates his eſtimate of human life, in the 
| 12 op of this book. Tet ** 8 5 


5 


1 whether it be good or whether it ze 
evil. 922 enj oy then truly the nh 18. 
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rity,” we miſt enjoy it, iſt, as the gift of 
God}; adly, as à gift conferred' for a certain 
end; and; My, as'« gift weh may be 


1.15 etijoy plotperiey ii in a manner fuitabls | 
ano natiite aid relations, we muſt enjoy it 
a the gift of God; which we hold in a per- 
petudl dependence on his providential wiſdom 
and goodneſs,” and carry about with us an 
habitual' perfuaſion, that all its bleffings do 
really! proceed!” directly or indireQly from 
Cod This'petfuaſion, which is 0 efſeritial 
to the exiſtence” of piety” and virtue, is leſs" 
general than you” may imagine, or than ahy 
rrionab mind ean conceive. It is combated 
by the : wretched” ſophiſtry of the ſceptic, 
which ſheds uncertainty over the origin 'of 
things and terminates in vague and frigid” 
ideas of Nature; as the blind, mechanical, or 
eaſün ſqufce of all his enjoyments. In p 
others, this 'petſuafion has no root or con- 
ſitenice; for want'of attention and reflexion: 
—grovelling in bene, and ignorance, from 
the influence of à ſenfual and frivolous life, 
they have no taſte for the pleaſures of een 5 
2 aud rarely think of ralſing their 
e views 
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views from the effect to the cauſe, from the 
gift to the giver. Many acknowledge a Su- 
preme hand as concerned in their proſperity 
but have an undue confidence in j{econd 
cauſes, and attribute much to then elves. 
The Chriſtian philoſopher will attribute, on 

the contrary, all the branches of hig well- 
being to God. He will ſee the Divine hand 4 
operating. in bis favour, 1 in .cirgymftances/to | 
which he has not, himſelf, in @nywiſe con 
curred ; ſuch. as thoſe, of adyantageous birth, 
a well- directed education, a robuſt i eonſtitu 
tion, acute and vigorous intellectual powers, 
and a variety of unforeſeen; events of n pleaſ- 
ing kind. He will- perceive the ſame hand 
promoting his proſperity, even in caſes where 

hi own active exertions have concurreil. He 

will acknowledge. the Supreme cauſe, e 

has furniſhed dhe means that he bas em- 

| ployed, beſtowed and preferved the faculties 

| he bas exerted, and bleſſed the labour and t 
. induſtry he has uſed in promoting his; pro- Wl 
| ſperity. Thus, while a great part of. man je 

| kind ſee their Celeſtial Benefaftor, i in nothing; 
the good man will ſee, him in all things, and, 


acknowledge } his hand in all the circumſtasces 
7 and 


A 
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and events of his proſperous day. It will be 
his earneſt deſire not to forget one of the 
benefits of his God; or if they are too nu- 
merous to come all under his recollection, be 
will ſay with the Pſalmiſt, How Precious are. 
thy thoughts to me, O God, how great is the 
ſum of them ! If I ſhould count them, they a are 
more in number than the ſand. His exiſtence 
and preſervation, his health, ſtrength, talents, - - 
and genius; his opulence, reputation, pro- 
tectors, and friends, will all be ſo many ſteps - 
to carry him up to his Creator, the Author 

of every good and perfect gift. And here a. 7 
peculiar and adgitional pleaſure attends pro- 

ſperity; which the richeſt abundance of its 

bleſſings cannot, alone, adminiſter; and which 
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none but the good man can feel. This plea- . 


ſure ariſes from the conſideration, that the 
day of proſperity comes from the greateſt and 
beſt of Beings. The idea of Him, who WW: 
the giver, will embelliſh the gift, and render 
it peculiarly pleaſing and precious. Even 
among men, the beneficence and gifts of 2 
reſpectable friend, have a ſingular merit in 
our eſtimation, on account of the donor: 
With W a gracious and pleaſing aſpect 
8 8 then 
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hen muſt the day of proſperity . to thoſe 


who conſider it as proceeding from the Father 

of lights ? This pure delight, which tempers 
the fervour of the paſſions, and thus renders 
them ſubſervient to our well-being, is un- 
known to thoſe ſenſual worldlings, who 
confine their views to the objects of deſire 
and enjoyment, and ſeldom, or never, raiſe 
their thoughts to him from whom they pro- 
ceed. And how rarely does it happen that 
external proſperity is to them a ſtate of true 
fatisfaQtion ? Like the Ifraclites i in the deſart, 
they receive the food. of heaven; and like 
them alſo, they eat and are fifſed, but are. not 
ſatisfied. It is more elpectally painful. to 
think, that the marks of a pious ſenſibility 


tds the gifts of the Almighty are not the moſt 
obſervable, where the diſplays of his goodneſs 
have been the moſt ample and abundant ; and 
this | is a proof of the dangerous tendency of 
a brilliant proſperity, to engender a ſpirit of 
levity and inattention, and corrupt the pureſt 
and nobleſt feelings of the human mind. In 
| the leſs exalted ſtations of life, which are 
equally removed from ſuperfluity, and 'want, 
l (and whoſe decent competence we may fairly 


mw” 
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| M 
chend under what. Solomon. calls; the 
Fa of Proſperity,) the hand of the Supreme | 
Benefactor is, generally ſpeaking, leſs fore 
22 But, under a all the diſpenſations of a 

eficent Providence, it is the duty, of. the 
Chriſtian to nouriſh, habitually, the joyful | 
ſenſe of his dependence on the beſt of Beings, 
This will be the ſubject of his frequent and 
pleaſing meditations. | He will emen the 


the night-apatches ; ; $7 hecauh the Moſt High 
has been his help, therefore ill he rejoice. in, 
the ſhadow of hit ing. And theſe medi · 


tations on the author and ſource of his pro- 
ſperity, will go up to heaven and be rendered 
acceptable by the ſacred incenſe of gratitude, _ 
that delightful affection, which unites faints. 
on earth and angels in heaven i in one eter- 
nal bond of attachment to him, who is good: 
unto, all. He will even feel a pious anxiety; 

to perform this ſacred duty with the greateſt, 
poſſible ſincerity and ardour of affection. Iba. 

language of his heart and life will be, Nbat 


ſhall T render unto the Lord for all bis be- 
3 pert 


e u. Bat 


dee DISCOURSE. X. 

WY: But in order to the trye enjoyment of 
- proſperity; i it is not enough to regard it as the 
gift of God: we muſt alſo receive it as a gift 
© beſtowed I for certain ends and purpoſes. In a 
general view of the Divine goodneſs,” we. 
may conclude that one of the purpoſes for 
_ which it diſpenſes proſperity, is the per- 
ſonal comfort and well-being of "thoſe to 
Whom it is ſent. This gracions deſign of 
Providence renders it properly an object or 
gratitude; ; and, accordingly, when the opu- 
lent are exhorted by the Apoſtle, not to truft 
i in uncertain riches, but in the living God, he 
_ obſerves, at the ſame time, _ God has given 
them all things richly to enjoy *, They, con- 


| ſequently, do not act conformahly to the 


= Intentions of Providence, who, from the ſeru- 


pulous ſuggeſtions of a ſuperſtitious auſterity, 
look upon it, almoſt, as criminal to enjoy the 
bounty of Heaven, or to taſte the ſweets of 
their proſperity with ſatisfaction and ſenſi- | 
bility. But on the'other hand, it is certain, 
that both reaſon and revelation announce it 
* the will and intention ny our 2 rig Be- 


2.0 ; Tim. 6. 17. 


| " nefacter 
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vefator, Fr}, that proſperity be .enj joyed 
with that moderation and humility which are 
| neceſſary to. "render it a real bleſſing; and, | 
ſecondly, that it be employed as an inſtru- 
ment of beneficence to our fellow creatures: 
from whence it becomes a new and a noble 
ſource of enjoyment | to ourſelyes. Theſe are, 
no doubt, the great ends and purpoſes for 
which the viſe beneficence.. of. N ; 
ſends proſperity. | 1 
I. In the day of proſperity, 5 is 
_ abſolutely necefſary to its true enjoyment. 
"This is the virtue, or rather the habitual frame | 
and tenour of mind, which, formed by reaſon. 
and religious principle, gives the Chriſtian a - 
happy controul over his inferior paſſions and. 
appetites, It is ſometimes termed, by the Sacred. 
Writers, foberneſr, or ſoundneſs, of mind, as it 
is a preſervative and ſafeguard againſt moral 
diſorder, againſt the blind impulſe of paſſion 
and the illuſions of irregular fancy, which 
lead to intemperance and exceſs, and often. 
convert pleaſure and enjoyment into dejection 
and diſguſt. . Without this happy frame of 
mind, you may obtain tumultuous and tem- 
PHY flaſhes of d but can derive no 
"ns Ee” | pure 
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5a and permanent enjoyment Kön Uk ay 
of proſperity. Vick, in all its forms, an 
more eſpecially that 3 vicious exceſs and in 
perance which are nouriſhed by eaſe ad | 
abundance, corrupt and degrade "Ke min 
they let looſe the reins to the paſſions, whale | 
nature it is to rum into extremes, and even to 
graſp at contradictions, which ſpread. diſorder 
and tumult in the ſoul, and render it lhe the 
troubled ſea when it cannot ref. When mo- 
deration loſes thus its balance and its empire, 
4 door is opened to degrading ſenſuality, | 

luxurious avarice, or inſatiable ambition, fol- 
lowed by diſcontent, envy, and remorſe. All 
_ theſe inflame, diſturb, intoxicate, and deject, 
in their turns. They blaſt the faireſt gifts of 
God's bounty, and deſtroy that internal tran» 
quillity which is eſſential to all true enjoy. 
ment of the external bleſſings of life. 3 
- But mild is the luſtre, and pure is is the 
ſatisfaction, which crown the day of pro- 
ſperity to the good man, Who has learned to 
abſtain as well as to enjoy. Moderation, 
which maintains the aſcendant of religion and 
virtue over his appetites and pafſions, is his 
guy de and his guardian 9 

39 


tem- 4 
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nd the pride of If, which the ſplendour 
of power or high ſtation are ſo adaptell to 
excite and inflame. No true enjoyment of 


_ proſperity without this virtue, or rather this 


ſpirit of power, formed by religious and virtu- 


ous principle, which holds, as it were, à fupre- | 


macy in the mind over the inferior appetites. 
This ruling ſpirit prevents that exceſs which 


ſublime characteriſtie of the children of God- 


it renders the Chriſtian capable of deriving 
pleaſure; from whatever he poſſeſſes; it con- 
tributes to preſerve the health of his body 
and tlie ſerenity of his mind, and from hence 


all the external bleſſings and advantages; which: 


conſtitute the day of proſperity, derive their 
ſweeteſt'reliſh, To all this we may add, that 
a proſperous ſtate, enjoyed with moderation 
and religious principle, will furniſn various Ee 
means of perfecting our faculties, improving 5 

our talents, increaſing our knowledge, and thus, 
ol confequence, will greatly N the ſphere 5 


N ä 


II. But 


makes the pleaſures of ſenſe terminate in ſa- 
tiety, dejection, and remorſe; it is the ſource 
of that internal liberty which dignifies mau, 
and which the Sacred Writers mention as the 
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II. But the nobleſt enjoyment of proſperity, 
and. that, which, crowns all the reſt, is the 
generous and elevated pleaſure it yields when 
it is made the inſtrument of. beneficence and 
uſefulneſs. to our fellow-creatures. It is this 
that gives the moſt exquiſite gratiſication to 
thoſe whom: Providence has enriched with 
worldly abundance, and religion has taught and 
inclined to adorn it with the amiable diſplays of 
. heneficence and charity. And, indeed, with- 
out theſe, the ſplendour of proſperity is tar= 
niſhed, its luxuries grow inſipid through habi- 
tual indulgence, the ſenſes are ſated, while the 
mind, formed for nobler enjoyments, is not 
ſatisfied; and the ſimple fare of the peaſant, 
ſeaſoned by ſobriety and honeſt labour, and 
competent to anſwer the real wants of nature, 
is productive of more laſting pleaſure and 
contentment than the refined inventions of 
the opulent. Beſides, proſperity was not ſent 
to you, O man! only for your own. perſonal 
comfort, and ſtill leſs to ſatiate your ſelfiſh 
and ſenſual paſſions; but principally for the 
higher purpoſe of rendering you a fellow- 
worker with the Giver of all good, in pro- 
moting the happineſs of thoſe who are within 


5 
Drsceb ns 406 
che reach of your beneficenceꝰ Aud te whit 
a noble enjoyment does the day of proſperity 
here call the good man? By imparting 2 
generous portion of his ſubſtance in henefi- 
cence, he ſlieds enjoyment upon others; 
which is reflected back into his own heart 
with the pureſt and moſt delicate ſenſations 
of delight. By ſuch acts, friendſhip is vivi- 
fied; charity, though it ſeeks no reward,” is | 
ſublimely recompenſed by the fruits it pro- 
duces; and a godlike temper is formed, 
which bears ſome lines of the happineſs of 
angelie minds, who live in the preſenet and 
fall the orders of Him, wo it lbue, an, 
dinalleth in love. It is more bleſſed to give than' 
ta receive; this is the declaration of the Divine 
Saviour; who beſt knew how to appreciate all | 
the; ſentiments! and feelings of the human 
heart. It was this truth that ſolaced Job in 
the extremity of his diſtreſs, when be rel 
flected that, in his proſperity, e bud not tit 
beld. from the poor bis defire, nor een hir mat 
ſel lane in pręſence of the fatherleſs, nor left? 
the: a 5 periſh 14 0 want of olotithing #835 
BE ate ISTH eit 014595; FOND 
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 Injeffedt;, if you- ſeparate; in thought, from 


the. poſſeſſion - af proſperity the grateful love 
of the Being from: whom it comes, the 


9 method of enjoying it truly which piety and 


wiſdom pxeſoribe, the noble-virtues-for whoſe 
 exexciſe.it-furniſhes the means; the applauſe of 
conſcience which accompanies the perfotmance 
affe its beneficent: duties; and the pure homo 
andi reputation with which: they cloath: the 
good man, whole:eye is,raiſed:to- a more ſub- 
lime reward - if you ſeparate, I. ſay; all 
this from the poſſeſſion of- proſperity, what 
remains ? The account is ſhort; there remain 
animal gratifications; but tlihſe, homever nectl⸗- 
ſaryy. do not anſwer the demands of chat Riad. 
of happineſs for which man was formed; they 
_ clay by frequent repetition, and; often become” 
productive of perturbatibn, diſguſt, and re- 
marſe.: There may indeed remain enjdyments 
ofoa leſs grovelling nature, in which virtue 
ingenious luxury, W kich oecupy the imagina- 
tion, and the round of 'diverſions; in which a 
great · part of the faſhionable world run from 
one object to another in reſtleſs expectation of 
What they ſeldom dg bu. theſe leave no 
a N | after- 
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thar ſatisfies the begrt, no ſolid. pros 
15 hon or permayent ſelf-epjorment, nothing. 

"riſes, in. pleaſing remembrance. in the = 
hour of--folityde and reflexion, nothing chats 
nem 55 the; foul's, calm, ſonſhine.. and, the 

SRV hed ich Th, the. prize of. virtue" 

27 ahg. man in the y , Proſperity; 
ut that 1950 may be pure and ſolid, enjoy = 
it, 2 6, eryang, of, God, and. 3 

FN and title give, "the Chriſtian, a 
fable tenor of tranquillity and ſelf-enjoyment, | 
ar, all. the viciſſitudes of carthly things, - 

Mere eſpecially, they, prevent dejeGion.. and; 
AN may, when, he is told that proſperity,muſh, 

be enjoyed not only as the gift of God, and a, 

beſtowed. in order to be wiſely improved 
but Tl thirdly,,; as a gift that may be recalled. 


ag withdrayr at a. ſhort. warning, It is with, ; 


the conh1deration, of this plain byt important 
reuth, that we ſhall. conclude this, Diſcourſe... 

HII. Great, indeed, is the deluſion, of thoſe, | 
who. enjoy proſperity, as if it was a fixed and: 
ſure, inſtead of being a very precarious ad. 
uncertain, poſſeflion.. The providential ap- 
"RE God fas in our text, * 
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tlie e ahd. Viciſlitudeb which bali 
remove our faireſt temporal bleſſings, and mix 
ſorroy and bitterneſs with thoſe that remain, 


ought to prevent this d&lufion! There 16 


ſomething deliribus in the caſe” of the ava- 


ricious, 050 2 to gold, thou art my hope, and 
to-fine gold, thou art my confidence ; and in that 
of the votaries of luxury and ſenſual pleaſure, 


who: are perpetually calling out, it is good to be 


bere, and Tay in their proſperity,” that "they 
Fall never be moved. Belſhazzar was ſpeaking 

in this ſtrain when he perceived an ominous 
Writing on the wall, which announced his 
blaſted proſperity, and immediately his thoughte 
trouble him; 'the joints of his knees are loofed,, 
and bit Fnees ſmite one againſt the. other. 
4 Similar examples of deluſion and diſapppint-. 


ment are renewed and repeated to our obſerv- | 


ation every day, and ſhall they not adminiſter, 

inſtruction? Surely, my brethren, to ae 
Chriſtians their inſtruction will be 
affecting and ſalutary. Such will learn on 


theſe examples to enjoy the day of proſperity. 


ab à day that may be ſuddenly overcaſt with ö 
clouds, and that ſhall certainly paſs, ſooner or 


later, like *ranſitory viſion, and end in dark 


: . { neſs. 
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bey will, more eſpecially, learn to 
enjoy it truly by improving it wiſely, and 
adorning it with the duties of piety and be- 
neficence, which will ſurvive its ruins, and 
render its temporary advantages productive ok 
everlaſting fruit. They will learn to taſte its 
comforts with'grateful love, as marks of God's 


paternal goodneſs ; but they will look higher 
for their true and permanent felicity. They | 


will conſider themſelves, even in their happieſt 
days, as only ffrangers and travellers upon 
earth, whoſe chief treaſure is in Heaven, to 
which, us to their true country, thelr affeckens : 


and defires will tend. When they fee here 
below external good perpetually mixed with 
evil, hen 


vaniſh, and their moſt precious connexions 
diſſolved, they will eſteem it the moſt fatal 
imprudenee and folly to attach their hearts 
immoderately to ſuch tranſitory objects, and 
lay the foundations of their happineſs in a 
world, all whoſe enjoytnents are precarious, 
and whoſe fafdion paſſeth away. But, above 
all, the hopes, the fublime hopes, which | 


wiſe from — 


they find themſelves every mo- 
ment expoſed to ſee their faireſt comforts - 


P : will 
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val engage the Chriſtian, even in the mot mil = 
ing ſcenes of human life, to raiſe bis principal 
views and deſires above the world. Conſider- 
ing this world as only the firſt ſtate of his 
exiſtence, he will deem it unwiſe to center 
| his views and deſires in it alone z he will, by 
iich and hope, take frequent proſpects of his 
| celeſtial country, and; will thus be enabled to 
alleviate the pains and enjoy truly the adyan- 

_ tages of his preſent conditio. 
Such is the ſecret, . the true N of 
. e proſperity a ſource: of ſatisfaction 
and comfort; but you fee: that it is only in 
-_ * _ the anQuary of. religion chat this ſecret is to 
de earned. It is only when proſperity is 
e "enjoyed as the gift of God, as a gift conferred 
to be piaꝝſiy improvrd, as a gift which may be 
recalled, and muſt always be conſidered as 
precarious and unſtable; it is, 1 ſay, in theſe. 
caſes alone that proſperity can be regarded as 
*; real bleſſing. Certainly it is not ſuch to the 
vicious and. irreligious man, whoſe. dehuded 
eyes proſperity has cloſed on righteouſne/7, 
| temperance, and a. judgment to cume. Though 
te hqur of reflexion and. awakening may not 
Piet have alarmed him, and made him tremble 


— 
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le Felix in the midſt of hi voluptuous 
career, it would betray a ſtrange i ignorance of 
human nature to pronounce ſuch a man con- 
tented aud happy. He may riot in abundance, 
and drink deep of the intoxicating cup of 
pleaſure; but he is a prey to inſatiable defires, - 
which are accompanied with tumult, diſquie- 
tude, and diſguſt ;' and'the calm dignity of a 
| peaceful mind, which is the eſſence of 8 
neſs, is unknown to him. 

But there is peace to the virtuous ſervant of 
God, even in the day of adverſity; how 


Lord, his guardian and his ſhepherd, makes 
bi- down in the green paſtures, and leatls 


bim be the fill roaters of temporal felicity. 


| His'piousifitercourſe with the bountifol Au- 


_ thor”of his proſperity prevents thoſe abuſes | 
that poiſon i its comforts, calms thoſe paſſions 
which' would trouble its current, hinders 


guilty fears from damping its pleaſures, and Hp 
heightens theſe pleaſures by ennobling them 
\ with {pi j al j. p ' 4 | ] ſti 1p. fi 0 8.— 7 . 


on thenin thy way rejoicing. "Eat th Weed | 
with joy, and" drink thy ivine with 1 
r 


pleaſing then muſt his ſtate be, When the 
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& and the line of conduct which are necel- 

CL | fary with: improvement and true enjoyment 
perity, we now propoſe to follow the 
. in the painful circumſtances of hu- 
aan life, and to point out the duties 
a e | 
 verfity, CONSIDER; 
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DISCOURSE Uu ang - 
abundantly; that we feel it; bur our conduct 
ſhews too rarely that we know how to im- 
prove ĩt and allay its bitterneſs. | Mun ir Un 
to trouble. as the ſparks fly upward; it is the 
condition of his tranſitory exiſtence- on this e 
ſcene of trial and mortality. This proceeds | * 
partly from the wiſe appointment of God, 
and partly from the perverſe and irregular 
paſſions of man; for: affi#ior cometh; not forth 

from the "daft," neither dul trouble ſpring out 
of the. ground ; that is, they are not the pro- 
ductions of chance,” nor the unmeaning effects | 
ches blbad/ futility} bee proper arenen 
in the empire of à wiſe and righteous" Pro- 
vidence- As to the fact, it is evident, In = 
His ratios, han ia 'expoſed to the hafts of 
adverſity, to deep ſuffering from public cala- a 
mities, domeſtic ſorro we, and perſonal pains; 
| and theſe; experienced in a great variety of W 
c and” eee ee ere en er ff, I 
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tendeney t inflame the paſſions and to form ; 
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214 s COURSE XK: EOS 
verſity bas been always eſteemed 1 and 
ſalutary corrective. 80, no doubt; it is, 
when properly improved. But adverſity has 
its dangers as well as proſperity 3. and Agur 
5 knew what the infirmity and corruption of 
human natufe had to: apprehend from both 
ſſhe dne and the other, when he ſaid, Give me 
neiiber poverty. nor riches.” If, in the one, 
men are prone, through the intoxication of 
pleaſute; to forget their Supreme Benefactor; 
in the other, they frequently loſe ſight of 
the eorrecting hand of their Father and their 
Judge; for ſuffering excites, in many, indo- 
_ cility and impatience, and theſe inereaſe the 
gloom of adverſity, and produce additional 
perplexity and dejection. However, my 
brethreni in the ſanQuary of religion, there 
is always a refuge and reſouree for the 1 
'F ing Chriſtian. : lu the {counſels and-pri 
of chat Divine Word, which God has 1 
us, ag a mp lo our path; the believing mind 
will find both inſtruction and power. From 
thence tlie good man may derive a. rule of 
conduct, Which will give him ſure direction, 
and verify, to hie experience, that ſaying of 
eee Unto RET wanne, 
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DISCOURSE XL, "Uhr" 
in the-darkneſs; ſurely he ſhall not. be, moved,” 
Let his calamities be heavy or light; let hem 
affe& his perſon or his external enjoyments 
and connexions, his rule of conduct is ſtill 
the ſame. In all the forms and inſtances of 
adverſity, - his duties are comprehended by 
Solomon, in our text, in one word. In the 
day of adverſity conſider. - But what are we 
to underſtand by this precept? It implies, in 


general, a proper attention to whatever may 
dimitiſh the evils we ſuffer,- or make tbem 


eontribute, in the iſſue, to our well being and 5 


happineſs. More particularly, to confider, in 
Fes of adverſity, ſuppoſes a ſerious atten- 
to the four following things; to the 
_ iy the evils we ſuffer,” that we may 
_ eſtimate them properly: to the authority, | 
founded in juſtice and wiſdom, of him who 


ſends them, that we may learn ſubmiſſion ;— ” : 


to che ends and purpoſes for which they are 
feat, or permitted, by the providence of 
God, that wwe may enter into his views by a 
right improvement of his diſpenſations ;—and 
laſtly, to the lawful means, which wiſdom 
and prudence may ſuggeſt ſoften our 1 


or. do obtain their removal. wn Tie 
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216 DISCOURSE * | 
I. Our firſt tare; then, in the day of ad- 
verſity, ſhould be to-confider the nature of the 
_ evils. we ſuffer, in order to eſtimate; them 
with equity. How defective is the manner 


of judging on this head, that too generally 
prevails? The prejudices of education, the 


and ſelfiſh paſſions, darken or pervert, our 
; reaſon, and prevent aur ſeeing things in their 
true point of view. Many, from an exceſſive 
ſenſibility and ſelfiſhneſs, magnify, beyond | 
_ meaſure, the ſum of their ſufferings; tire 
every one they meet, with an exaggerated = 
recital of their diſaſters, and are perpetually 
calling out, like Cain, My thafiſement it 
inſenſible, or leſs affected, in the day of 
adverſity; their hearts, hardened by levity, 
corruption, or a certain pride and, ferocity 
of character, ſcarcely feel at all, or if they 
feel painfully, they are ſoon comforted. But 
the conduct, both of thoſe who feel with an 
exceſſive ſenſibility, and of thoſe who ſeateclỹ 
feel at all, is equally erroneous and unhappy. 
It betrays, on both ſides, a wrong frame of 
mind, wp renders men unt for diſcharg- 


4 


., DISCOURSE „ 2 
ing the moſt importam duties of human life. 
The former ſhew, in their extreme dejeftion;, 
a puſillanimity which, when their fulſerings = 


are| perſonal, prevents thaſe ative and vi- 
gorgus|.exertions which often bring relief; 
and when their calamities are derived from 
national adverſity, and they ſuffer with the 
public, what happens? In this caſe, their ex- 

ceſſive ſenſibility is contagious and becomes 
pernicious to the . intereſts of the public, by 


communicating d ſeouragement, terror, and 


weakneſs to thoſe, who are within the reach 
and influence of their examples. With re 
ſpect to thie latter claſp of perſons, their in- 
difference and apathy are vicious in a higb 
degree. - It is unnatural. to be infeaſible. to our 
own afflictions: it is inhuman to be indif+ 
ferent. about cha ſufferings of here; it h 
ungenerous and baſe to be little aſſected by 
public and national calamities. The firſt 


ching, then, incumbent upon thoſe. Who are 


viſited with the day of adverſity, is to-confeder. 
the nature and degree of the evils. they ſuffer, 

and. without, either exaggerating or Aue 
their = eee Arg they 
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218 DISCOURSE X 
II. But, in the ſecond” place, While we 
conſider the nature of our afflictions and 
-. - ſufferings, we are called, by the day of adver- 
Re fury, toi conſider the aurbority by which they 
are appointed, that we may humble our- 
ſelves under the hand ofthe Diſpoſer of all 
ce.vvents with profound and patient ſubmiſſion. 
Ie is the preeieus privilege of the Chriſtian to 
know from whence lie ſufferings and trials 
proceed. It is his happy privilege to ktiow, 
. that the day of adverſity comes from the ſame 
| Father of lights} who is the Auther of every 
good ani perfett'gift ; and that all the events 
of time and of eternity are under his direc- 
Bon. It is notꝭ to capricious chance, to blind 
fate, or to evil, unſubjected to the empire of | 
Providence, that he is called to ſubmit, but to 
fſupreme and pateraal wiſdom; to benignity 
cdlothed with righteonſneſs and truth. This 
| perſuaſion can, alone, produce meek ſubmiſ- 
fon and peace in the feeling mind, under the | 
e trials of adverſity; ("Accordingly,” we 
- fee, how, in the dare ſeaſons- of human life, 
the ſelfiſh paſſions: work in thoſe who are deſ- 
titute of religious pri ineiples, or have only the 


pm godlings without its ſpirit and preter: 
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Such turn their whole eng | 
ties they Tuffer, and to their ſecond” cauſes. 
Inſtead of checking their extreme ſenſibility, 


they nouriſh and indulge” it, and impatienoe 


and murmuring appear to them, even inno- 


cent and lawful in the period of diſtreſa. 


They forget that Providence has called them 1 
to drink their portion of the mixed cup which 


| is held forth to man in his preſent ſtate, and 


thus cheyoincreaſe its bitterneſs. They want 


mat ſrength of-mind-which, formed by re- 
Sious ſentiments and proſpects, ſpftens the 
2 ſharpneſs of pain and ſorrow, and renders, the 
heart 
But different are the e Hts of the day of ad- 


verſity on the good man, who conſiders i it as 
the wiſe diſpenſatios o Heaven ; a tranſitory 


day in the ſublime plan of God's righteous; 
eternal, and benevolent empire; out F the 


depths he raiſes his eye to that empire, and 


bir heart is fed by fabmiſſion and hope! 


He will not conteſt with that Sovereign 
whoſe authority, whether he forms the light, | 
or creates daringſi, is always exerciſed with 

wiſdom and goodneſs. Through the daR 


e, 


acc ſſible to conſolation and relief. - 
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me are ſtill leſs able to perceive the remote 
_ tendencies; of things} and their-relations' and 
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ef proſperity, he will perceive Hin When 
goverument is wiſdom, and whoſe eſſence is 
| love; and this view of the God that reigns, 


15 will ſoſten his pains and As e 


into pleaſing confidence... © LOTT; 
n e eee e eee whine, 
in general, the ſalutary fruits of adverſity in 
mortifying | thoſe irregular paſſions, whoſe 
| Intemperance and exceſs are the true ſources 


af human miſery; yet we cannot ſee, in 


every inſtance, the particular reaſons why 


with which: the latter are viſited. We know 
but icmperfectly he A characters of men; 


cannetions in the vaſt plan of Providence, in 
' which the paſt, the preſent, and the, future 
Are: comprehended.—Hence, it muſt be im- 
paſhible for us to ſee clearly, in every parti 
cular caſe, the reaſons of God's ways to the 
children of men, But in the: midſt. of this 
ighorance- of particular reaſous and partieular 
cafes, there is one evident and general cauſe 


tds entemal evild and-ſufſaringa of n fs. i 
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a e | 
and this couſe is fin, or a deviation from the 


laws of righteouſneſs and order. Moral evil, 
end natural evil, chat ia, fin and fi 


the Divine government; and, for one ſeem · 


ing exception to this general rule, how many 5 
are the examples which daily Yluftrate and 
confirm it? We know, from the hiſtory of 


our firſt parents, that fu introduced ſorrow; 


to produce ſatisfaction and enjoyment. ' The 
dne Was in the juſtice and wiſdom of God; 
deſigned to be the corrective and chaſtiſement 


of the other. Had man continued in the full 
enjoyment of external happineſs, aſter he 
became a tranſgrefſor, there would have been 
mm end of all virtue and order upon curl. 
This great law of wiſdom and juſtice, which 
connects natural with moral evil, fill remains 
in force. Nor does it only take place, 'with 
reſpect to the more corrupt part o mankind; Wa 
it extends its influence even to the rigliteous. 

For the beſt of men are not excnipt fm all 
remains of ſin and corruption: | they hav 
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were originally connected, and are ſtil ſo in 


into a ſtate here every thing ſecmed . e 
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 eafily beſet them, and therefore they' are liable þ 
e to the pains and ſufferings to which ſin has 
= _. ſubjected human nature. If theſe ſufferings 
NY are not always Puniſhments, in the ſtrict ſenſe 
of the word, they are, at leaſt, correQtive 
1 chaſtiſements, appointed by their Heavenly 
Father to reclaim them from their deviations, 
or ſalutary trials J exerciſe and purify their 
imperfect virtues. Thus all, though in dif. 
/ _. ferent ways, ſuited to their different and re- 
5 | ſpeQive characters, are called to acknowledge, 
in the day of adverſity, the wiſdom and 
juſtice of God in their reſpective trials and 
1 ſufferings, and: to humble themſelves under 
dais hand with the moſt profound ſubmiſſion. 
or is it only to individuals that the diſ- 
penſations of Providence addreſs this ſolemn 
and inſtructive leſſon, but alſo to nations, 
which have a moral perſonality under Gods 
| awful. empire. They have their periods of 
95 proſperity. and adverſity, and how remarkably 
is their decline connected with the deprava- 
Bon of their principles and manners? Open 
the annals of hiſtory, and ſee what an awful 
- ſpeQacle they exhibit, of grandeur and de- 
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eline, elevation and ruin, in eis uence 4 
that law. of the Divine government, that 
righteouſneſs exalteth à nation, vhile fin is the 
repronch of à people. We have no example 


| of a nation, whoſe proſperity has been vlalted, 


without recovery, in the period of its virtue; ? 


but we hve in a time, when the language of _ 
Providence ſpeaks with ſingular perſpicuity, | 
nay, with a tremendous majeſty, in the fate 


of nations; and calls mankind to ſee, in glar- _ 


ing examples, the deplorable effects of e 

impiety and overgrown corruption. 
III. Inſtead, therefore, of conteſting with. 

God, by murmuring and impatience, it is 


our buſineſs to revere ir diſpenſations, to 7 


conſider our ways, and to attend to the im- 
portant and ſalutary purpeſer which are 


intended by Providence, and may be im- 


proved by us, when calamities fall to our lot. 
This is the third point we propoſed to illuſ- 


trate; and it has a peculiar claim to our 
ſerious attention. This branch of religious 


conſideration is too rarely employed in the, - n 


day of adverſity. In that dark period, an 
anxious ſelf- love too generally confines the. 
HO of. men to the evils WY OY and, 
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| the means of removing them. The laſt thing 


_ they think of, (and how many are there who 
never think of it at all?) is to aſk themſelves 
why they have been afflied ? For what pur- 


poſe the day of adverſity has viſited them, wad 


what it requires of them ? | 

The anſwers to theſe queſtions are not 
the fame, with reſpe& to all thoſe who are 

- affauked by the ſhocks of adverſity. With 

reſpect to the profligate, who are hardened in 
tranſgreſſion, theſe anſwers are awful; but 

they. may prove ſalutary: with reſpect to 


true Chriſtians, who have learned to read the 


lknguage of Providence, they will anfwer 
theſe queſtions to themſelves in a manner that 
will make cheering rays of light ariſe to them, 


nor animate in the paths of obedience; nor 
devate and delight with the hopes of immor- 


tality ; to you, whoſe paſſions are your-idols ; 


and your guides, the day of adverſity is a day 
FOR” in die id ſenſe of the word. 
| Yet 


* 


| even in the deepeſt darkneſs, and turn, in the 

. their fubmilſion. — e into 
To you, obſtinate Saaten hom the 
truths and promiſes of religion neither direct 
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DISCOURSE XL? 28g, 
| Yet even to you, puniſhment catries a voice 
of warning and admonition, as long as your 
ſtate of trial continues. The beſt of Beings 
alflicts none from arbitrary will; he puniſhes =, 
the paſt with a view to the future, and ſends 
to man temporal ſorrows, that he may be 
led, by ſalutary chaſtiſement, to avoid eternal 
evils. Be inſtructed, left my ſoul depart from 
thee Mind, in this your day, the. a that 
belong to your eternal. peace. Such is the 
language of adverſity to obſtinate ſinners; 
they may neglect it; but they will negle& it 
at their-peril ; for the time muſt come, when. 
they will learn what a dreadful thing. it it to 
fall into the hands of the living God, when his 
admonitions have been en and his mer-" 
cies have been deſpiſed. -/ | 
And what are the ad 8 3 bor 
which/[adverlity is permitted to viſit the 
righteous? We anſwer, for correction and trial. | 
Whether their adverhity proceeds from the | 
part, they muſt; in the general laws of pro- 
vidence, inevitably bear in all public and na 
tional ealamities; (for which participation == 
mall be amply indemnified in due time,) or | 
whether, it dea in the more Private and 
8 No | YOu | 
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| perſonal evils to which humanity is expoſed, 
| ity A en in the nnen Pro- 
d and happy thoſe who ke. WT. 
ee e eee 
: hen vanities eds 
is clear and obvious. In a long courſe. of 
oninterrupted proſperity, a fecret pride in- 
minds; and who is ſure of preferving, in a 
ſtate of elevation and abundance, 'that-meek- 
nefs and humility, which days of pain and 
 forrow inſpire, by ſhewing us experimentally 
our infirmities and our dependence? Again, 
the fins and errors which beſet, with more 
| er lefs facility, even good Chriſtians, are not 
felt with ſuch ſenſibility in a proſperous ſtate, 
which engenders a ſpirit of lethargy and eaſe, 
as in the day of diſappointment and affliction, 
which difpels illuſion and awakens reflexion. 
The ſons of Jacob ſold their brother without 
ecompunction or remorſe, and only feſt the 
atrocity of their crime, when they found 
themſelves diſtreſſed and afflicted in Egypt. 
£ - But if the day of adverſity is deſigned, by 
7 2 * N to e, e 
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ad illuſions of che righteous; it is moreover | 


intended to 4, that is, to exerciſe and im- 
prove their virtues. It renders their patience 


and fortitude more vigorous, by conffict and 


oppoſition. N calls up faith and dope to en- 
lighter their darkneſs, and raiſe them from 


dejection, by lively views of the promiſes of 


their Redeemer, - and of the crown he holds 


forth. to animate their perſeverance ; and thus 
pyrivies all their virtues from the droſs of 
ſenſuality and felfiſhneſs, as fire makes gold 


come. purer and brighter from the furnace. 


When the day of adverſity is conſidered int 
this point of view, how does its forbidding - 
aſpe&- change, and remove all objections 
again the goodneſs and mercy of the Su- 
preme Being How beautifully does it illuf- 


trate thofe remarkable paſſages of | Scripture, 


Where the affliftions with which God viſits. 


his people are declared to be evidences of his 


paternal benignity and care, and that in which 
aur Bleſſed Saviour himſelf exprefbly. ſays, | 
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225 DISC OURSE? XI. | 
Kin the day of adverſity; we had the wy 
dom to conſider theſe things, and to antici 
pate, by faith and pious reflexion, that happy | 
day, when to thoſe, who have fuffere® with 
a: patient - continuante in welk-doin "adverſity : 
and ſorrow ſhall be no more, wliat balm 
would this pour into our wounds, and How 
would it ſoften. all our evils ? Them would 
we feel the power of that faith which blunts 
the ſharp. ſting. .of adverſny, of that trum 
phant faith that overcomes the world: Nen 
in thoſe ſcenes of affliction which" ate tlie 
moſt diſtreſſing and. affecting td generous and 
feeling minds, the virtubus ſufferer will not 
ſink under his burden: he wilh ſhed che ters 
ol friendſhip and tenderneſs his! broksr 
 connexions;; but, hie will not! grieve? without 
a ſweet mixture of hope and rſerenityſ fit 
dhe proſpects of religion ſurmowiting the tra- 
ſitory triumphs of death and theagrae e 5 
VV. Nevertheleſs it is Nin true; that te ah 
af allyerlity; though ſuſeeßtible of falüta 
improvement; iss ſtill an evil day, 4 Kate 
violence painful to naturę. . It is, in Itſelf, 


an evil, aud never can be E but 
K 2 | o ee 


DISCOURSE? 29 


a8 2 * remedy to a malignant diſeaſel 


e when we have made a wiſe im 


provement of it, we are abundantly juſtified 
in wiſhing for its removal, and employing the 


lawful means which wiſdom may ſuggeſt for 
that n and this is the laſt 0 to . 


conſidered. 
I 0 obtain e es FR of ad- 


verſity, or (where this is not praQicable) to | 


ſofter its bitterneſs and alleviate its evils,” is 


the natural and legitimate defire of man. But 


whatever the nature of our adverſity may be, 
whether it' be public, domeſtic, or perſonal, 
let us be cautious, ſeverely cautious of the 
means we employ to alleviate or to remove it. 
| Theſe! means muſt be lawful and juſt, in or- 
der to be permanently ſucceſsful and effectual. 
Injuſtice may have an apparent and moment- 


ary ſueceſs; but its triumphs are ſhort, and 


are often compenſated -by new calamities. 
The evil generally remains under other forms, 
when unrighteous means are employed to ob- 


tain | deliverance. The records of hiſtory, 
and our on obſervation and experience, if 


attentively recollected, will ſhew us, in many 
and W examples, how the blind and 


. 


8 ungoverned | 
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ploy, either to throw off or to alleviate 72 


. of the virtuous children, of affliction, is the 
| Great Being, under whoſe ſupreme direction 3 
3 and controul all human efforts and ſecond 


ale ess x. 


Wen ungoverned paſſions of men have aggrivated 
their calamities, by the very means which 
| they employed to remove them. That can 
neyer be true happineſs, either | private or 
public, which is procured by crimes or. ſup- | 


ported by iniquity. © Fortitude and prudence, 5 


active induſtry, and virtuous effort, ſeconded 


by a pious recourſe to che protection of Hea- 


SOT yen, theſe are the only means which the 


Chriſtian-will think himſelf permitted to em- 


burden. 
But above all, — the as; the high retreat 


cauſes are immediately placed, and he will 


grant his Almighty protection to thoſe who 


have learned righteouſneſs by his paternal diſ- 


 cipline in the day of adverſity, - Let us then 
| implore his blefling on our efforts and means, 


in the preſent period of our trial ; their ſuc- 


. ceſs muſt come from him. Does he refuſe it 


to our ſupplications ? We muſt then conclude 


that the proper ſeaſon of deliverance is not | 
Jet come, and d wth age ; wait- 


ing : of 
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W Gad of our faut His time 
muſt be ours: his time alone will be the true 
and proper ſeaſon for the accompliſhment f 
our deſires. It is enough for us to know, 
that in the period of our trial his grace nil 
be. ſufficient for ut; and that, in the final 
e eee ee ee 
for good. 

What other reſource than this e fot 


clouds of terror which hang over this Re- 
public *, and threaten its ruin? While an 
enemy from without invades its terrritory, 
aud diſcord from within conſumes its ſtrength, 
will complaints and murmurs relieve- us: or 
will a brutiſh inſenſibility hold out "niany | 


| tha refloiing and Fedling: mind, amid thoſe 


days longer among ſoine, who ſeem immerſed .. j 


in a criminal or delirious tranquillity? No, 
my brethren, murmurs and complaints aggru- 
vate ſuffering; and in the day of adverſity, 
the inſenſibility contracted by proſperous eaſe, 

is ſoon awakened into terror and anguiſh. | 5 
But in all events, there is a high retreat for 
the * in the {providence and promiſes 


| * This Diſcourſe was Sts ad es in November 
my F 
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eiten Gol Me de Wir M 
and to it they fly, and are ſafe.— Les, they 
are ſafe their great intereſts are beyond the 


reach of the world; its changes and revolu- 
tions cannot affect them eſſentially. The im- 


mortal Child of God, if he knows truly his 


Father and his Redeemer, will never be diſ- 


mayed in the moſt gloomy ſcenes of human 


life. He may ſuffer; but he will not be con- 


founded. Should the day of adverſity come 


upon him like a whirlwind, his conflict is 


comparatively ſhort, his victory is ſure, and 
his crown ſhall be eternal; for neither life nor 


death, nor things preſent nor things to come, 
| nor: height. nor depth, nor any other creature, 
_ ſhall ſeparate the good man from the pro- 
tection and love of that God, in whom he has 
believed, and with whom alone is the a 
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MATTHEw, vii. 21. NY . 

vor EVERY ONE. THAT sAITRH UNTO ME, 
10RD, LORD, SHALL ENTER INTO THE - 
KINGDOM, OF HEAVEN, BUT HE THAT  _ "i 
DOETH. THE WILL OF MY, FATHER, | 85 | 
WHICH 18 l BEAVER, | | TIEN 


R2b1010vs truth 45 "light of 0 oy © 1 
It is a lamp from heaven, deſigned to... ö Mͥ 
direct our ſteps through this world to a better. 
But truth, which neither excites pious affec- 
tions, nor forms virtuous habits, is uſeleſs, ; 
becauſe. its purpoſe is defeated ; and it muſt. 
lopner or later, become painful, becauſe it 
TE J) .! 


, * 
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-_ 
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cannot ceaſe to be a principle of direction 
without becoming a ſource of condemnation, 


Truth is the friendly guide of thoſe who, 
like the Pfalmift, uſe it as a Abt to their feet, 


and a lamp to their path; but it has an awful 


aſpect to thoſe who profeſs to believe the doc- 
trines of religion, while they are little, if at 


all, ſolicitous about forming the tenour of 


_ their conduct on its ſacred precepts. What 
would you fay, in effect, if the declarations 


of the Goſpel announced to ſuch, a ſentence 
of indulgence and ahſolution, offered to them 
the prize of our high vocation, and opened 


fo them, indiſcriminately, the manſions of 
_ felicity beyond the grave? Surely, in ſuch a 
caſe, the Goſpel would loſe that ſublime mix- 
ture of ſanctity and. clemency, which conſti- 
tutes its glory: its author would be the en- 


courager of fin, and the perfections of God 


would be in contradiQtion with each other. 


We are taught otherwiſe in the words of 
our text, which enforce the connexion be- 


tween truth and duty, profeſſion and practice; 


and diſpel, by a clear and poſitive declaration, 


all the illuſions which are ſuggeſted by cor- 
| r whk tape 65 the eee 


ſibility 


f 


piscounsR xn. 5 _— 
Gbility of obedience to the will of God: they 
remove the pretexts of the flothful and un- 
worthy ſervant by a ſolemn ſentence, pro- 
nounced even by Him, who came to ſhed his 
blood for a finful world : Not every one that 
faith, Lord, Lord, ſball enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, Says chang the will of my K. 
ther, which is in Heaven. 
| Theſe words 5 af. ae matter. 
In order, therefore, to illuſtrate and enforce 
the practical truths. and obligations which 
they preſent to us, we ſhall, 
I. Shew what we are 10-ndrefiand 61 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven, and the 
Hate and privileges which is phone nd 1 
ſigned to expreſs. 
II. We e the fy e 18 
and claims which are made to this fate and 


theſe privileges by thoſe who ſay, Lord! Lord! 
that is, who content themſelves with an ex- 


ternal profeſſion of religion; and, | 
III. Shall endeavour to unfold the lines of 
that character to which theſe privileges truly 
belong, even the character of thoſe who do . 
the will of their Heavenly Father. © 


I. We 


. DISCOURSE*XI. 5 
= Ws ch conſider, what is meant by an 


eee e eee and the 
ſtate and privileges N mn 1 is _ 
ſigned to expreſs. 

The kingdom of 3 is galkraly uſed in 


| EIS for the Goſpel diſpenſation, or that 


kingdom of grace, truth, righteouſneſs, and 
_ Immortality, which the Son of God came to 

eſtabliſh among men, by his miniſtry; death, 
and reſurrection a kingdom whoſe founda- 
tion is laid here, but whoſe completion ſhall 
be carried on hereafter in endleſs diſplays of 
felicity and glory. The true diſciple of Chriſt 
is a ſubject of this kingdom; and his ſtate and 
privileges, reſulting from this important rela- 
tion, preſent to us ſeveral points of view 


 _ which deſerve our ſerious attention. Conſi- 


der the actual ſtate of man, and ſee how it is 


ennobled by his proſpects as a Chriſtian, a 


ſubjet of the kingdom of heaven. His 
actual ſtate, by nature, is marked with three 
circumſtances, which ' painfully -counterba- 
lance all his terreſtrial and tranſitory advan- 
tages; for it is a aj of ee Seil, and 


Aleriu. | EV: bs, * ar \ Thy = 6 ne. G' A 
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1. Its a flate of mortality. The love of 


life is the ſtrongeſt principle in human nature, 
and yet one of tlie firſt things we learn is, 


it may be ſaid that we are in'death; ſince e. 
iſtence here is not ſecured to us beyond the 
preſent moment. Such is the law of our na- 
ture relative to a preſent world; and though 


rather diſguiſe its approach, yet, when con- 
ſidered in itſelf, it is an object which a re- 
ſebaing mind cannot behold without dejec- . 
tion and reluctance. But the Kingdom of 
| heaven anncuntced in our text diſpels ite 
gloom” by opening the eye of the Chriſtian 


frſt objects which preſents itſelf to his view, 


bas \aboliſhed death by his croſs, and brought © 
life and immortality to a full and certain light by 


opened to humanity, and a moſt important 
privilege i 18 conferred upon the creature, whith* 
by nature betame 1 8 to | the bondage 592 
corruption and death. eee 


that we muſt die. Nay, in che midft ef 118} | 


the illuſions of fancy and the pleaſures ana”. 
occupations of life put off this evil day, or 


on an endleſs düration. This is one of the” | 


when he becomes the diſciple of Him; hte? | 


bis goſpel. Here, indeed, a grand proſpe i is 


8 : | e 
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| 2. Howeyer, if an endleſs. duration, con- 
. Gdered in iel imprints on man à character 
of grandeur, ſin and guilt blaſt this grandeur, 
aud give it an aſpect of terror. Immortality 
and guilt. is an awful compound. Conſcience, 
even in the beſt, muſt behold an endleſs dura- 
non with painful anxiety, if there were no pro- 
miſes to relieve; and comfort ſinful man under 
choſe impreſſions of a righteous government, 
| which, though often overpowered, are rarely 
extinguiſhed... But while nature is thus, by 
the conſciouſneſs of guilt, diſqualified for en- 
joying, fully the proſpect of immortality, the 
grace of the Goſpel comes in to its aid, and 
diſpels its anxiety... The Chriſtian who enters 
Into. the true ſpirit of Chriſt's: kingdom ſees 
a diſpenſation. of mercy coming, forth, even 
from: the throne of righteouſneſs, in the hands 
of a Redeemer ; and this diſpenſation, though 
it brings no relief to the obſtinate tranſgreſſor, 
revives the hopes and brightens the proſpect 
of che humble and the penitent. 
3. But it was not enough for the King 


> Immortal to vanquiſh death, and to deliver 


conſcience, in its views of futurity, from 
op anxious fears which held, in, bondage the 
children 
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children of men. The privileges of 1 un 
fudjects go Rill farther: for they are poſitivelx 
encouraged, by a ſure word of promiſe, to look 
hereafter for a total exemption from evil and 
ſuffering, and the endleſs poſſeſſion/ of com- 
plete felieity. Here the efſential wants ant 
longings of nature are ſatisfied in a manner in- 8 
finitely ſurpaſſing the views which philoſophy 
had exhibited to man, even in its moſt- im- 
proved ſtate. For here death appears not only 

as the final term of ſuffering and ſorrow, bur 

= 4 ſhort paſſage to that fulngſs of joy which 

i in the preſence of God, and thofe rivers of 
pleaſure OE en *, 
evermore. 

Such * are ** Re WARS and „ 
which are connected with an entrance into 

the kingdom of heaven. But here we may 

aſk; in the language of the Pſalmiſt, O Lord, 
who bal! abide in thy tabernacle? Mbo fhall 
duell in thy boly place? There is a negative 
and alſo a poſitive anſwer made to this queſ- 
tion in the words of our text, and they both 
deſerve our ſerious" attention. The firſt is, 
Mer every one that ſaith, Lord! Lord! tj 
euer into "the kingdom of heaven ;—this leads To 
02 1 as us 
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us to conſider the falſe pretenſions and claims 
which are made to an entrance into the king- 
dom of God, by thoſe who ſay, Lord. Lord! 
that is, who.content themſelves with a-merely 
external profeſſion of religion; and it is the 
nature and inſufficiency of this profeſſion that 
we ſhall now conſider, in the ſecond head of 

| this Diſcourſe. - r eg ne N 4482765 
II. We begin by obſerving; that u deen 
external profeſſion of religion is, in a certain 
degree, reſpectable, as it is the natural en- 
preſſion of inward piety and virtue. It is 
not, therefore, to be diſcouraged, even when 
unattended with the fruits whiclhi ought to 
accompany it; becauſe it has ſtill a promiſing 
alpe&, and may prove a mean of real im- 
provement and ſanctification. And as it be- 
comes daily leſs uncommon to ſee perſons 
throwing off even the appearance of religion, 
ſome regard is due to its external profeſſion, 
where it is not palpably inſineere and hypo- 
| critical. But even when this] ꝓprofeſſion is 
ſincere, it is not ſufficient. No truth, perhaps, 
ought to be more inculcated than this on the 


generality of Chriſtians; beauſe if che .affe- 
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the Muſions inſpired by a more or leſs ſincere 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity, eee 
ous; and theſe illuſions are common. 
7 To be clear and explicit on a matter of ſuch - 
high importance, conſider the nature of an 
external profeſſion, compare it with the ſacred 
demands of our vocation, and you will be 
convinced of its inſufficiency. Conſider it in 
ita nature, firſt as it implies an affent to the 
truths of the Goſpel, and ſecondly as it ex- - 
| tends to a careful obſervance of the poſitive | 
e ee apes.” n | 
Figl, as it implies an affent to the truths of 
due Goſpel.—— Tho external profelir comes to 
his Saviour with the confeſſion of his faith, 
and -fays unto hirn, Lord! Lord? that id, he 
acknowledges his religion to be true and di- 
vine, and believes its Author to be the Son f 
God and the Redeemer of Man. If this hiſtori- 
cal faith be tlie effect of a rational conviction, 
founded on ſuch an attentive examination of 
the truth as every candid mind is capable of, 
it is, no doubt, a ſtep of real conſequence in 
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religion; but it loſes all its importance, if i 

has little or no influence in directing the con- 

duct and * the heart. Faith is an 

end | 


eee DISCOURSE XII. ; 
aſſent to the truths of flie Goſpelg but fot 
. what .purpoſe/ is an aſſent to theſe 'truths 
required of us? Is it only that they 
ſhould be laid up in our memory, and be 
employed as objects of diſcuſſion and barren 
contemplation, or, as is too often the caſe, of 
angry and uncharitable controverſy? No, 
ſurely; all the great and eſſential truths of the 
Goſpel have a reference to the i ene 
of the mind, and to religious and moral con- 
duct; and if they have no real and palpable 
influence in this reſpect, the profeſſional be- 
lief of them can ſignify little. When Chriſt 
ſaid to his diſciples, Ye ſball brivw the truth *, 
he adds thoſe remarkable words, ond the:truth 
fall make. you free. Free from what? free (as 
he explains the phraſe himſelf) from the 
tyranny of paſſions and the ſervitude: of ſin. 
And in that mediatorial prayer in favour of 
his ſervants, addreſſed to the Father, he ſays, 
: Sana them through thy truth ; - thy word 
'* i; truth;-by which you ſee, that it is the 
; : eſſential purpoſe of the truths of the Goſpel, 
nee: 1 e OR to 1 che 
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hearts and direct the aftions;iof; men.—If, 
therefore, while we ſay Lord Lord in con- 
ſequence of an external ptofeſſion of the truth, 
this truth does not excite bur grateful love to 
aur Saviour and our God, and render this 
love a principle of obedience; if it neither 
obtains an empire over our ſenſual appetites, 
nor ſoftens the animoſity of our angry and 
Wadde paſſions; if it neither humbles our 
pride at the view of our demerit, nor modifies 
ambition by the reſtraints of humanity and 
juſtice ; if it neither diminiſhes the rapacity 
of avarice and ſelf-love, nor nouriſhes in the 
heart the godlike habits of charity and bene 
ficence; if it neither removes our ae, | 
prejudices, nor corrects our weak and calls 
cious humours, nor prevents our raſh and un- 
charitable judgments; finally, if it r 8 
raiſes, our predominant views and deſires: be- 
yond this world, nor puts our minds into a frame 
of ſanctity and benevolence which prepares 
chem for a better; what purpoſes does ſuch | 
a profeſſion of the truth ſerve, but to deceive 
us with reſpec to our eſſential and eternal i in⸗ 
tereſts? Let none deceive themſelves in this 
momentous concern, where miſtakes and (elf- 
| ä deluſion 
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Atluſion ure ſo fatal. Chriſtianity was de- 
| ſigned: to improve our nature; but a mere 
external profoſſion degrades it, by throwing 
our corruption under 2 maſk, which ſome- 
times deceives even outſelves, arte en | 
corruption in all its power. 95 
Secondiy. Stk more delafive h that branch 
of an external profeſſion mentioned above, 
which conſiſts in a careful obſervance of 


For an external prefeſſton is not merely an 
aſſent to truth; but: comprehends alſo poſitive 
acts of religion, and a regular attendance on 
the ſtated inſtitutions; of public worſhip. 
external ſervices are undoubtedly pre- 

means of fanRification and virtue. 
Weben we come into the houſe of God, the 
objects which, of all others, are the moſt 
adapted to affect and better our hearts, are 
chere preſented to our view. We come pro- 
feſſedly to fix all our attention on theſe ob- 
8 Our worldly occupations are ſuſpended, 
that nothing may prevent tlie ſolemn and 
Pleaſing impreſſions which they are adapted 
to make upon our minds. We preſent our- 
— e Being, a 


 DISCOVRSE 2X aw 
niſhas, whoſe juſtice awes, 'whoſe goodneſs 
and mercy-encqurage. and eonfols, who falls 
irntnenſity, and yet condeſecnds to dwell with 
the contrite heart We come to hear the _— 
word, which tells us. that e are immortal, 
holds forth à lamp to guide us in the path „ 
of life, and preſents to us a Retjeerner to pre- 
vent. gur being dejected by à ſenſe of guilt, by 
che terrors of death, or by the proſpect f f 
judgment. We come to read and hear thoſe 9 ] 
divige precepts which. rejoice the heart, and = 
make the ſimple wic. We approach to the 
IG Ker de 
there is pardon for the penitent, ſtrength er 
the feeble, and life eternal for the dyi 
ture. Such are the 'purpoſes for | 
come profeſſedly into the houſe of God. But 
bow do many return from thence to the 
word? They return like a m bv bebold. 
| etb bis face in a glaſs, and then goeth away. and _—- 
fotgatteth what manner of man he war. Ibe i 
impreſſions made by the public ſervices of reli- 
Bion (if impreſſions there have been) ne 
* eee e e ORONs = 1 
l 5 9 t 236 246 15 1 f 
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that they neither fortify" againſt - temgiti 
tion, nor ſupport under trial, nor animate to 


duty; it ſhews that men may paſs tlieir lives 


ini a regular obſervance of religious inſtitu- 

tions, and yet ſtill remain proud, voluptuous, 
- envious, avaritious, and unjuſt; equally un- 
affected by the goodneſs of God, and the 
conſideration of his righteous and awful go- 
vernment. Thi: people ſerve me "with" their 
Ae, faith the Lord by the mouth of his pro- 

phet, but their bearts are fur from mei Now, 
ſurely, where the external ſervices of religion 


leave us as they y found us, and our; predomi- 


nant paſſions, humours, and violations of 
20 on uncorrected in the ſame irregular 
it cannot be ſaid that ſuch ſervices 
anſwer the purpoſe of their inſtitution; nor, 


indeed, any good purpoſe at all. On the 


contrary, they aggravate our guilt in an 


awful manner, becauſe they are ſalutary means 
of grace criminally \miſtmproved. It is thus 


that the precious privileges and bleſſings of 
the Goſpel diſpenſation are unhappily for- 
feited; for it would be ſtrange to imagine that 
theſe privileges and bleſſings were connected 
| bas the ane of external ſervices, 
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Which are accompanied. with no fruits of 
righteouſneſs; that pardon ſhould be given to 
the perſevering offender ; and that the regions 


| of purity and love ſhould: be indiſeriminately 
opened to the pure and the impure, the vin- 


diftive'ant the merciful; to thoſe who trample 


upon <the::laws of God, and thoſe who: ſerve 


him in ſincerity and truth. This is not the 
deſign of that holy and -mereifyl Saviour, 


CO" himfelf. for us, that! be might” re» 
deem tus from our inzquities, and purify. unto 
e > e OE * Nes 
wort. i! 12 20 11110 13-4 Ai: „n Thi! 


t is not meant, however, dy: any =O 


hitherto; advanced on this ſubject, to invali- 


date the promiſes of merciful indulgence, 
which: are malle to ſincere, though ſtill im- 


perfect piety, by Him 40h knows our frame, 5 
and conſiders that we' are but df. In this 


preſent ſtate of our frail humanity, all in- 
Rances of - inconſiſtency: and contradiction 


between faith and practice cannot be entirely 
avoided, and in ſome caſes they will even be 

found/in-true and advanced Chriſtians. Theſe 
ee make a 4 part _ ores . 
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y continual efforts to add ν weir faith 
vintus, that we may not be found] bargen 
uad anfruitfal in abe day of the Lad Fofw. 


Which many place in it. This is ppwulinriy 
_ ſhameful, and criminal, conſidering the dif 
petſation of light and knowledge under which 
we live. Caſt an eye back on thoſe periods. 
of the world, in which the Garknbſt and 
errors of Paganiſm degraded the humana 
wind, There you fee ſmoking alturs, drowded 
femples,” coſtly ins. and laborious rites, 


| DISCOURSE An. 


et Ude ate adapted * 
Pious activity in ſurmounting them j and do 
amprove our intellectual and moral popvert, 


But when we take no pant to xemove Theſe 


Vvontradictions, by ſubjeRting/the-iniflurnee of 


Lenſe and paſſions bo the «commoul vf reaton 
and faith, bur proſeſſion is Yiſhonouredy its 
privileges are forfeited ; becauſe, though we 


wor ſay, Lord! Lord to our Divine Maſter, 
| We ſay this with Aa ſpirit of diſaffetion, EXE 


To what we have already obſerved, with 


| a e ee tf ancrkeraid tte. 
feſſion, however ſglenit and ſperious it may 
de, we cahnot help adding, that herd ld & 


high degres of Juperfiition in the cqnfidence 
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 necompanying i» vicious , morals), and unre- 
trained borruptidn. Vet, even in this diß- 


mal period of 1 Ignorance. and ſuperſtition, 
zeafon. ſuggeſted purer notious vf religion to 
ſome of the Pagan ſages. They conſidered 
an upright; and virtuous heart as the moſt 
acceptable oblation that we ban preſent to the 


glorify him beſt, who endeavour to reſemble 


im. Whether it was reaſon-or tradition that 
mußht dem this ſublime 2nd important-cedth, = 


it has been repeatedly confirmed by Divine 
Revelation, It is. impoſſible to uſe more 


dy the writers of thoſe ſacred books, ich 


e ee eee 


the Jews, who placed ſuch confidence in a 
barren profeſſion ! The language, addreſſed to 


wem by the Prophets of the Moſt High, ud, 
Bring nere vain dbb, (i. e. offerings, - 
which neither purify the- heart nor reform 
e is the mullitude of 


the life). To wht 
Ver feen unto me, * the Lord ?—Yaour 
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new. mobns, ſabbaths, and folemn' abner 
n Prafanariom i ben ye ſpread: forth a 
Hants, I will hide mine eyes from. ou. But 
ctafe' to d rvil, learn to do uiell; and then, ' 
Though your: fins be at ſcarlet, they ſhall be as 
Robite as fun . $10 oy Ax rar ns 
WT! We have, in the words following Our text, 
/a:dignal- proof of the inſufficiency of evety 
ming, but purity of heart, and life, to render 
uu genuine diſciples of Chriſt, and che true 
ſubjocts of his kingdom of grace and glory. 
For nbt only they, who ſay Lord! Lord! by 
mere external prfeſſion, are excluded from 


this kingdom, but even they, alſo, who held 


1 diſtinguiſhed rank in the church, by their 
extenſive knowledge, their ſplendid and even 
miraculous gifts, are declared unworthy ſub- 


deonduct was not anſwerable to theit proſeſ- 


fon. - May auill ſay, in that: day, (the day 
of judgment, Lord, have we not propbęſſed in 
thy, name, and in-thy name done many wondrois 


F oe The anſwer 6, 1 never kene yolt, 
nie acknowledged; you! for 7 _—_ 
nn h n ber io.) 0 


ES * be. * 
As no OS hl 1G . Mn ee Wer 
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jects of the kingdom of Chtiſt; becauſe their 


"ſervants,) | 


DISCOURSE XII. 251 
| way: "depart © from me "ye" mwofterr of 
 inigulity. © God may employ; in che dis | 
penſation of the Goſpel, as he does in the. 
government of Providence, unworthy inſtru- 
ments in the execution of his deſigns; becauſe 
it is his glorious province to draw good out 
of evil, and to direct the faculties and paſ- 
Hons, even of the unrightedus, to promote, 
in the iſſue of things, the purpoſes of his 
- goodneſs and mere. But at the great day 
of accounts ſuch inſtruments will be rejected. 
Men may defend the truth of the Goſpel, 
with great acuteneſd of judgment and extent 
of kriowledge,”without feeling in their heart, 
or manifeſting in their lives its ſanctifyiug 
power and its moral influence: It is by their 
fruits that true Chriſtiaus muſt be diſcerned. 
Hor hnow theſe things, happy are ye if ye db 
them, + This is the indiſpenſable law of grace, 
as well as of reaſon; otherwiſe the law of grace 
would be in direct oppoſition to the nature f 
Goc; the nature of man, and the nature f 
things. It is be that doth tbe will of my Fa- 
ther which it in beuven, ſaith our Bleſſed 
Lord, that ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
rr fs ITEM 2 . grace 75 
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But inenpreſſibly happy are they, who, 


| 2; who taſte the good word of 
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grace and glory. What is implied in dσ,e 
this will, een, in . 
ing Diſcourſſe. 

2 1 mem eine let us cone with an 
whe dike been already obſerved:nith reſpect 
to the inſufficiency. of ſervices; merely exter- 


aol, to anſwer the purpoſes of our high vo- 
cation. Let us conſider: ſariduſly the obliga- 


Vos of our Chriſtian -profeſſion, und the | 


manber in Which we fulfil them. The caſe 


Et woe, Who are inſenſible both of its ſacred 
8 and pltaſing duties, and of its ſublime and 
__ _ Immortal promiſes and pröſpocts, is truly de- 


Plorahle; their. guilt, and its conſequences, 
eee eee, NIV bh 


fo fatally g ſucb a. great ſalvation ? 


awakened from a-criminal- indifference; look | 


thing; we behold. eee, ol 


abt patvers. of the world. uo rome. . 
Sndeed, will? lock with: felfabaſnint upon 
che diſproportion that there is between the 
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NOT EVERY ONE THAT SAITH UNTO ME, 
| ORD! LORD! SHALL ENTER INTO THE 
- KINGDOM/ OF HEAVEN; BUT HE THAT 
Dorn THE WILL. oT | MY FATHER, 
- WHICH is IN HEAVEN. |, | 
I N * 3 Diſcourſe; we 3 
firſt, what is to be underſtood by an en- 
' trance into the kingdom of heaven, and the 
privileges which are comprehended in that 
Phraſe. We expoſed, ſecondly; the fatal illu- 
ſions of thoſe, who found their claims to theſe 
privileges and bleſſings upon a merely 12 9 
profeſſion of — 


* 


- 


We noy proceed to ſhew, in the third 
plice; that the bleſſings of the kingdom of 


gtage and glory belong only to thoſe -20bo: do 


be will f their Heavenly Father, and to 
illuſtrate and aſcertain the ſenſe ad import 
of that phraſe... 3; 

70 d the will of God. is Sana 


momentous import, which, too often, . is 


lamentably reduced, by indolence and corrup- 
tion, to vague reſolutions and feeble efforts. 
This will, ſo far as it is manifeſted, muſt 
always have been, and muſt always be, the 
ſupteme ſource of obligation, and the great 


rule of conduct to all intelligent and moral 


beings. As eſſentially righteous and good, 
its authority is reſpectable and ſacred ; and as 
the will of our Creator, Preſerver, Benefactor, 

and Judge, its obligation is both attracting 
and awful. The higheſt angels obey this will; 
for order is their delight, and this will is the 
ſource of order. Human nature, in its pri- 


mitive ſtate, whoſe duration is not preciſely 


marked in Holy Writ, obeyed this will, and 


then anxiety. and pain, the tumult of paſſions, 


diſguſt in falſe enjoyment, - and remorſe. of 
. were unknown. But when hu- 
| man 
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man nature fell from — then; jira 
and unmixed happineſs fled from the abodes 
of. mortals. The mind loſt its hope and its 

peace, and both mental diforder and bodity 
IEP ſhewed the fatal effects of iniquity ; 
alan dit was in the moſt deplorable period of 
human depravity and miſery that the Son of 
Sod appeared upon 80 * "ſeek and to 
ſave that which was loſt. 5 

i be fn hax como'ts bes de per, 
. that they might continue in ſin. He did not 
 . _,_ proclaim: mercy and reconciliation from his 
.._ _ _.. crols, that ingratitude and diſobedience might 
trample upon goodneſs, through the hope of 
impunity.— No :—obedience was the ultimate 
end of redemption, and the merciful Author 
of that redemption ſnatches the penitent ſin- 
285 - ner from deſtruction, that he may turm from 
: Bit unrighteonſneſe and live. For this purpoſe 
me voice came out” of Sion, which, while it 
offered mercy and pardon to ſinful man, pro- 
claimed to him, at the ſame time, in the 
Goſpel of Jeſus, a ſacred rule of moral con- 
"_ and ' republiſhed the will God. He, 

that came forth from the Father, diſplayed the 

Divine; e to the world. in all their 

| | >; attraQing 
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piscoulszE A. «9 


attrakking luſtre and awfül garden, ad 
inculcated the great duties of the love of God, 
reſignation to his wiſdom, and ſubmiſſion rg 


his authority, with fuch clearneſs and fimpli- 


city, as were adapted to enlighten the igno- 
rant, to affect the learned, and to place the 
worſhip of the Supreme Being upon the 
pureſt and moſt rational foundations. He 
unfolded the duties of benevolence, jultiee, 


and mercy to our fellow-creatures, as the 
great laws of God's moral empire, and of his 
peculiar kingdom of grace. He enforced the - 
obligations of temperance, humility, patience, 


and contentment in the ſtrongeſt manner. _ 
Thus the ſacred and unchangeable rule of 


religious and moral conduct was retiewed to | 


man: and this rule, geen ere ex- 
tends to our words and actions, to pur affec- 


_ tions and intentions, in every condition f 


life, and in all rhe relations in which we are 
placed, ir the will- of God. God can only 


will that which is-go6d, and man can neither 


be accepted nor happy in the omiſſion of 


ood and in the purſuit of evil; and this con- 
fideration is ſufficient to ſhew us, that they, 
who would enter into the kingdom. of Ged, and 
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aſpire aſter the promiſes and proſpeds it holds 


forth, 1 to the eu of theſe tn 
5 Then 


.. very important queſtion, / and one whoſe 


- ſolution is ſo efſential to the well-founded | 


tranquillity of man, is too rarely an object 


of attention and concern, even among pro- 
2 feſſed Chriſtians. /, Some live without re- 


flexion on their characters, ſentiments,' and 
actions, and hurry through. life, in a thought- 
leſs manner, as paſſion and imagination lead 
them. This is a kind of folly, highly cri- 

minal in a reaſonable and immortal being, to 
whom, happineſs or miſery are exhibited. in 
. awful proſpect at the end of a tranſitory, life, 


of God, or place their hopes of acceptance in 
that covenant of grace and pardon which was 
ratified by the death and reſurrection of our 


Bleſſed Lord. But if this be, no doubt, a 


comfortable ſource of tranquillity, it is not 


ſuch to * who. forget that there is for- 
5 ens; 3 - T0 | % e. 


1 A great 1 important tis; remains. 
| + When may we be ſaid to do the will of. Cod? 
Or, in other words, what. does this, expreſ- 
fron comprehend. and imply? This, though 


F 2 S 88 „ c Res Fon 


! 


that the Redeemer of the world holds forth, 


in one hand, an act of mercy, d in the 


8 a law of life. 


Avoiding theſe fatal Iluſlons, let us retum 


00 the important queſtion.— What is implied 


in - doing the will of God? We anſwer, in 
general, and negatively, not any thing be- 
vyvond the reach of ſincere effort and Divine 

ſuccours.—It has been diſingenuouſly ob- 
jected to Chriſtian morality, that its precepts 2 
are of too refined and exalted a nature to be 

practicable by man, and that they are not 
ſuited to the imperfection and infirmities of 
human nature in its preſent ſtate. Our firſt 


anſwer removes this objection. But we afk, 


in our turn, what are the precepts which are 
above human effort and Divine ſuccours? or 


where is the precept that has not, in effect, 
been reduced to practice by good men in all 
ages of the Chriſtian church? There is no 
doubt that, in many caſes and circumſtances, 
obedience to the will of God has, to a weak 
and corrupt nature, great difficulties. Though 


the Law of the Lord be right, rejoicing the 


* ; though the increaſing habit of obedi- 
„ ence 


"9 
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8 with God, that he may be feared, and 
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f ance in g viemous mind: be e e 
pure and permanent pleaſure ; yet, in ſome, 
_ paſſions unſubdued, and bad habits, more ar 


leſs inveterate, excite a painful conflict be- 


deen appetite and reaſon, inclination, and 

conſcience. And, accordipgly, St. Paul ob- 
ſerves, that the fleſh luſteth ageinft the fhirit, 
and the ¶pinis againſt the fleſh; and that theſe 
are contrary the one to, the other. But if that 
be deemed unreaſonably: ſevere, which op- 
poſes any irregular inclination or apy vicious 
habit, what, we beſeech you, will at laſt be 

regarded as reaſonable? The inclinations of 
men are ſo various, that every virtue and 
_ © every duty will, by one or another, be com- 

plained of as a rigorous reſtraint, and thus 
- the whole moral law will be conſidered as an 
_ intolerable burden. The vindictive will plead 
. againſt the law of love and mercy the 


voluptuous and ſenſual will complain of the 


law of temperance;wthe miſer will object to 
| the law of beneficence;—and thoſe who live 
in a whirlwind of diſſipation, trifling,. and 
folly, will complain of a law, that fixes our pur- 
poles, and leads ua to. alm, with aſſiduity and 
aac at tuck, OR ig, 2280 | 


human 
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Will jafallibly render it glorzous and happy. 


neither deſigned to regulate their affeftions 
and defires, nor to influence their conduct 
and make them wiſer and better, than a cri- 


vicious taſte diſpoſe them to be; then, indeed, 


the vill of God canmet be their rule But 


| after all, - che queſtion is not, what the folly 


of God has thought fit to preſcribe The 
_ queſtions is not, whether there ate inevitable 
dificultics attending duty and obedience in 


this ſhort ſtate of trial, (difficulties, whoſe 
conqueſt is attended with the fweeteſt fruits, 
and ſhall be followed by eternal felicity,) but - 


whether obedience to the will of God be 
necelſary to an entrance into the kingdom of 
heaven, and what is properly implied in doing 


which'we ſhall confider in their order. 


prove ourſelves to him in the whole courſe 


of dur conduct and converſation. Neither 


Fre tdetemerity 
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duman nature, and, at the proper . 


If fuch objeQors require a law, Which is 
minal inclination, corrupt indelence, or 4 


of man would require, but what the wiſdom 
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bis will. It implies; poſitively, four things; 


_ "o10/iewplits, 40, a fixed invention and Phi 
5 to ferye the beft of Beings, and to ap- 
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temerity nor/ diffidence ought to ester —Y 


the formation of this ſolemn purpoſe. In 


oppoſition to levity and temerity, it muſt be 


| calm and deliberate; and, in oppoſition to diffi- 


dence, it muſt be firm and reſolute. Animated 


by a perſuaſion of the truth of religion, of the 


importance of its doctrines, precepts, and pro- 
miſes, and of the ſolemn intereſt we have, both 


here and hereafter, in the approbation and pro- 
tection of its great Author, it will be zcalous 


and permanent, while a conſciouſneſs of our 


infirmities will, at the ſame time, render it 


humble and modeſt. It is thus that faith, 
riſing beyond a barren and merely external 


profeſſion, will make the true Chriſtian adopt, 


with ſenſibility, the vow of the Plalmiſt, Truly, 


Lord; Fam thy ſervant ;—I delight to doithy pill, 


9 my Gad; yea thy law is wilbin my heart. 
_ + » Secondly, To do the will of God implies a 

careful and ' impartial. imguiry.. into what that 
will requires from us in the way of duty. 
This is the natural [conſequence of a firm 


. intention, and purpoſe to ferve the beſt! of 
Beings, | In order to follow a rule, we muſt 
know what it preſcribes ;' and veneration and 
; love _ the N whoſe We, it abe m 


Le 
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5 perfect freedom, will render His“ faithful ſer- ” 
G vants attentive to every matifeſtation of his ph 
wilt and pleaſure, "Theſe will prevent pre 

pitation in acllüg, and willf lead the true 
Chriſtian to examine "with care Wflat is the 
cod and "treptable will of his Heavenly Fa. 


wer. He will riot be g (as too many 


are) to know this will; even When he "ity 1 


kave reaſon to apprehend chat it will be 


favourable to the "fentiments*He Has 28 pied. | 


aud che views ahd- propenſitieb which Ubye 


che greateſt afcendant in his mind. More 
eſpecially; he wil employ 4 particulat and 


Habitual attention in applying the 'maxin 
and precepts of the Goſpel to His own. ha 
racter, paſſions, relations, and Ercuthſtances. 
This will prevent his condemning in others 
what hel is diſpoſed to excuſe in himſelf, and 
will render truly the vrord of God 2 light to 


his feat"and a lamp to bis path. hag $5 to | 
80 far, however, the Chriſtian is only pre- 
pared for doing the will of his Heavenly Fa- 


ther; for this implies" eſſetrialty, in the third 
place, ſerious” and vigorous "efforts to avoid 


whatever the law of God'forbi&, and to per- 


ne | What it commands However Plain” | 
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F the Divine will, as when favourite paſſions, 


dience,. Henes ariſe. thoſe /motley-mixtures 
pl vice and virtue, which we often meet wich 


©, may. appear, it is on eee. Wlyfions 
al men are frequent and pecyliarly dangerous 
ta the religious and moral ſtate of the mind. 
Thel illuſions are yarigus. Then are 3 : 
- themſc}ves ſiycerg in theix .. to duty, 
if, their imagination is pleaſingly affected by 
tze noble and lovely form of religion, and 
they applayd. virtue When, it is praQtiſed by 
athens. But this is a dangergus error. Sin- 
'exity is nat only oppoſed to hypocriſy, but 
*- alſo,to a corrypt; indalenge;;.. and it ſuppoſes 
 axrgdour. and activity in the practice of duty. 
There are alſo, illuſions equally dangerous, 
which relate to the extent of our obedience to 


-uryuſtifiable omiſſions, and vicious habits are 
excepted in our reſolutions; and.;efforts.of obe- 


ALY in the characters of men mixtures which 


give reaſan to fear, that while the vices are 
neal the, virtues axe, at beſt, but ambiguous. | 


7 0 ſubmifGon to the will of God can neuer 4. 
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what chat holy will has declared to be ſinful. 
Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have rape 
une ALL thy commandments, This is the lan- 
guage of ſincerity; and ſincerity is (if I may 
uſe that expreſſion) the main ſpring of active 
and zealous efforts. The Chriſtian is not 
exempted from infirmitics and lapſes in his 
virtuous courſe ; but he will not Babitually 
_ and deliberately turn afide from it in any in- 
| ſtance of known duty. He will watch over 
his hart in every inſtance of temptation and 


Uchte and Farad. r comes fro bis 


of. Grace, to enable him to ſübdue every paſ- 
ſton which oppoſes the will of his God, and 


wass againſt the peace of his mind. He will 
employ: every motive, which faith and hope, 


love and fear ſuggeſt, to call forth the latent 


powers of the ſoul; and thus ardent efforts, 


excited by views of what is great; beautiful, 


to 4/2ealous/and univerſal Obedience. 
_ Thirdly," The good man, whd propoſes it 


ws end of W do the will of | 


tial; he will reſpect every command as in- 


ardent eee See to the throws To 
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Gad. II/ is not: to be expected thatitheſe 


fame degree of purity and improvement by 
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God, will not. be contented with any progreſs 


- Ha} may have made in piety and virtue, but 
will fill be defirous of farther improvement. 
A pious anibition will make him 5e för 

ward to the mark; adding to hit. Faith,” virtue, 

And roledge, temperance, and brbtberiy lobe, that 
be may not bb barren aon ugfrulſgal in the % 
of | the \ Lord eu. As he comes nearer to 

the term of his trial and the enjoyment- of his 


crown, ſhall he relax his pace and faint in his 


journey? Shall he ſet limits to his obedience, 
the nearer that he advances to thoſe bleſſed 
regions, of which obedience, without reſerve, 
conſtitutes the divine freedom and felicity-? 


No z—he will go on in bit way, rejoicing! in 


boße, and happy and glorious will be the cbn- 


eluſion of his courſe. g 
Thus have we endeavoured to point out 


he eſſential lines of religious and moraf duty 


which are comprehended in doing theonoilt of 


lines of | obedience will be poſſeſſed in the 


all who profeſs. the Goſpel of Chriſt! if. 


ferent are the eircumſtanees and capatities of 
OOH different are thpar: means. and maſiires 


* of 
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of Ge; and it ns nat required by the 
gracious and equitable Maſter, that the ſer- 


vant who had received but one talent ſhould 


come with an improvement equal to that of 


the man who had received we. But the 


characters of obedience already deſeribed are, 
in a certain degree, eſſential to true obedience 


in all. If any plead, with reſpect to religious 
obedience, an incapacity, the very ſuſpicion 


of which would affront them in the moſt dif. 
ficult, affairs of the world if they plead ig - 
norance;; while the light of heaven yet blazes 


around them, and complain of the want of a 


means in the midſt of their abundance, their 
caſe. ſeems fatal, hut it is inexcuſable. The 


repeated declarations of the Goſpel aſſure us; 
chat we. ſhall be judged by our works; ; if not as 


titles of merit, yet as marks of that ſanctifi- 


| cation without. which! no mum can ſee the Lord. 
Faith ſaves, by furniſhing the ſtrongeſt mo- 


tives to obedience; and obedience diſplays 


the life, the power, and efficacy of faith. 
Their ſeparation is: fatal; and deſtroys both: 


their union is: the life, peace, and felicity of 
* fouks. 1 cr I Oe Pas 
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268 DISCOURSE. XII. 
ourſelves, and apply them confeientionlly to 
our reſpeive R 

We: ſhut the kingdom of heaven upon none; 
hut unhappy they who ſhut it upon them- 
ſebres! For the Eternal Wiſdom calls out to 
man, Be not deceived: God is not mocked ; for 


44 than ſows, fo alſo ſhall be reaß.— And even 


8 ſhall come when he will ſay to many, I know 


the merciful. Redeemer, who died upon the 
croſs for the fins of men, declares that the day 


- ye not: depart from me, ye that do. iniguity. 
What an awful ſentence, coming from Him 
ho opened the ſource of mercy to mankind! 
But. againſt whom is it pronouriced ? Not 
againſt the contrite ſinner, whom à fincere 
repentance brings to the fountain of merry 
and ſalvation, and who, though amidſt much 
ĩmperfection, deſires and endeavours to do the 
thoſe, whoſe failings in duty are repaired by 
redoubled diligence, and who run with per- 
ſeverance the race that is ſet befare them, with 
waiting eyes, raiſed to the Great Author and 
Finiſher f their faith. Noz —it is pro- 
| MY —_ thoſe ONES: never fixed 
vs 2 it a 
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it ap. their great purpg in life, to-ſerve- he 4 
Author of their. being, but live at random, 
as their paſſions, fancies, and ſenfual appe- 
tites lead them. It is alſo pronounced againſt 
thoſe Who, though not chargeable with 
enormous tranſgreſſions, live in the indolent, 
voluntary, and habitual. omiſſion of effential 
duties, whoſe lives are a blank, on which no 
palpable characters of virtue are inſcribed ;— { 
and that in a Rate of diſcipline, manifeſtly de- 
| ſigned for moral and religious improvement, 
and preparatory to a future and eternal ſtate, - 
We ſpeak not of thoſe fill more enormous 
tranſpreſſors, who affront all laws, human 
and divine, and ſeem even to reject the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, by their careleſs, con- 
temptuous neglect of the ordinances and - 
inſtitutions of public worſhip : ſuch do not 
come within the compaſs of our ſubject; for 
it relates only to.thoſe who, by ſaying, Lord / 
Lord! profeſs an attachment to the truths of 
religion, and its Divine Author. 

O ye who. ſet the Lord before you, to 4 bi 
will, how happy is your ſtate, compared both 
with that of the deſperate infidel, who rejects 
the truth, and that of the unworthy profeſſor, 
WHY d REN \- 


j 
} 
T 
4 
& 
11 
| 
{ { 
'4 
ql 
4 
Hy 
f 
; 


— n — 
—ö—ä— —— — 


2 DI8GOV KS E XIII. 
who bolds it in unrightcouſueſt ? Tow Saane 


and your deftination are. honourable' and glo- 
nous. They add new dignity to your eleva- 
tion, if Providence has placed you in the 
Bigher ranks of human life; and ſhould your 
obſcurity conceal you from the eyes of the 
world, their pure and permanent, though 
diſguiſed luſtre ſhall one day break forth into 
eternal ſplendour and glory. Lou ſerve the 
King of kings: you are the objects of his 
favour; and his favour is neither impotent 
nor tranſifory ; ; it is permanent and almighty, 
There is an amazing dignity in your condition, 
though the eye of ſenſe cannot perceive it. You 
are ſubjects of a kingdom, which has its com- 
mencement in time, and its completion in 
eternity ;—a moral and ſpiritual kingdom, 
waich ſhall flouriſh in full glory when the 
kingdoms of this world ſhall have paſſed like a 
viſion, and their places ſoall know them no more. 
My brethren, there is no ſpeQacle equal in 
_ dignity and excellence to that of the good 
man who does the-will of God, with an eye 
raiſed to immortality, and his confidence fixed 
on the promiſes of Him + who is the faithful 
; and the true. 0 "4 EE tr , 
. ts „„ "Go 
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Go on, then, in your way rejoicing, ſer- 
vant of the Moſt High, for your labour ſhall 


not be in vain, Every pious ſentiment you 
nouriſh, every virtudus deed you perform, 
will be new ſteps towards perfection. And 


the day ſhall, at length, come, when heaven 


and earth, reſounding the praiſes of religious 


virtue, ſhall tranſport you with the conſciouſ- 


neſs of your happy condition. The day ſhall 


come, when ſelf-condemned and dejected 
ſinners ſhall behold, with aſtoniſhment, your 


triumph, and be amazed at the ftrangene/+ of | 


your. ſalvation *, They accounted your life ar 
folly, and eftcemed Jour end without honour 7 


but they ſhall ſee you numbered among the = 
1 0G. e BY TY +15 | 
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OY the NaTvzz, Nirrhr, and brroxr- 


ANCE of the LOYk. of God. 
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Marruru, l. 27. 10 | 


1280s SAID uro mn eaov” mate 
- LOVE THE LORD, THY GOD, WITH ALL 
THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY 
ONES "IT ALL THY MIND: 


| T* IT: is no ſubject of religious meditation 


more noble, affecting, and important, 
than that which is preſented. to us in theſe 
words: but alſo there is none, on which we 


- ought to be more upon our guard againſt the 


illuſions of fancy and the influence of à con» 
Kitutional fervour. Tt is certain, however, 
that we are formed | to a feel, as well as to judge, 

; 5 Gs and 
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ahd ths entemplation and purſuit of truth ard 
not more eſſential to the true improvement of 
human nature, than a taſte for what is good; 
praiſe-worthy, and excellent, and the love f 
thoſe characters in which theſe amiable qua 
Htled are diſplayed. Nay, it is this tafte, culs 
rvated and improved by an attention to ity 
proper objects, which renders human nature 
— of true felleity. Without it reaſon 
would be merely a ſpeculative faculty; for it 
_ would neither excite to action nor admini- 
ſter enjoyment, if the objecte it diſcoveretl 
Wukenled ns pleaſing frelings, nor gave exers 
eiſe to any genetbus affections.  The'1ttþfoves - 
ment ef the underſtanding may form the phi 
leſspher and tender him learned but the 
warm and well- governed feelings of the heart 
tonſtitute the Chriſtian and render him happy. 


He ſays with the Pſalmiſt, O bow 7 be i 


L641! it is Gy eubralio all the day. diy m. 
ditation A ee 
the Lori. 

It bs ue, Gt ain feclidgs and ale 
however refined; have; When tartled to 8 ders 
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2740 DISCOURSE MN. 
inaceciible; to the influence! of PNG 
and, therefore, if not under the controul and 
direction of right reaſon, may; degenerate into 
enthuſiaſm; It is well known that the love 
of God, the moſt noble and reaſonable of all 
aflections, has been ſometimes disfigured by 
paſſing through the irregular fancies of men; 
and while, to the reproach of the reaſonable 
nature, this, pious affection is little cultivated 
in the minds of ſome, it is peryerted. and de- 
| graded, in others, by ſentiments and ideas that 
| do not belong to it. To be guarded againſt all 
3 theſe, —againſt the coldneſs of an unfeeling 
5 | heart on the one hand, and the viſions of an 
F ungoverned fancy on the other, let us conſider 
; the ſublime. duty of our text, in 1 thres fol- 
lowing points of viep. 9 ; 
„ FVDiyl, in its object and its 3 — 
Sali love_the Lord thy God; where we ſhall 
| conſider the foundation and the eſſential: _— 
perties of this pious affection. ws vn 
Sreconaly, in its extent, as it "is expreſſed it 1 
theſe words, with all thy beer, with. 17 | 
foul, and with all thy min. 1 | 
—  » Thirdly, in its high eee e 
WW; and great commandment, tos 200 7 7 
INF: 2 33 
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DISCOURSE XIV 27. 
| © We are to tonſider the love ef God, both 
in its foundation and alſo in the eſſential cha- 
| raQers which Rn" * . en 
aſechton. | 
1. The 5 of God 5 on he _ | 
eallince of the Divine nature, conſidered in 
itſelf, and on the affecting relations which the 
greateſt and beſt Beings has condeſcended to 
aſſume-with reſpect to us. Of the nature of 
God, which exhibits to us ſanctity, wiſdom, 
juſtice, and power, in infinite perfection, good- . 
neſs is the attractive and crowning attribute. 
It ſheds its luſtre over all the reſt, and finiſhes 
the glory of the Divine character. Goodneſs, . 
is the immediate; object of love, and cannot 
be. contemplated. deliberately, by the human, 
mind, without: pleaſure and delight, | It is the = 
very eſſence of moral excellence, Conſider, | 
how. we are affeQed by goodneſs, even in the 
imperfect manifeſtations of it in the charaQters, 
and conduct of virtuous men! It excites in. 
the heart of the ingenuous obſerxer the. moſt 
pleaſing impreſſions of approbation and love. 
The affection of the heart belongs peculiarly, 1 
lif 1 may uſe that expreſſion) to. thoſe lines f 
e in which we diſcern benignity, dif-. 
T 2. intereſt· 


2356 DYSCOUREE IVE 
intereftedachs, and mercy. And when tHeſe 
qualities are accompanied with integriry, tern- 
peratice; and wiſdom, which are ao the ob- 
jects of approbation, in their own nature; the 
bove öf 'pbodhdly in fuck charadters is ſtill 
Keightentd, and is blended with. eſteem and 
veneration. Now, if we admire the feeble 
Sades- of goodneſs, ſanckity and wildem, 
Schleck we diſcern in imperfect mortals, how 
ought we to be affected by theſe qualities, as 
they are poſſeſſed hy the Supreme Mind in in- 
finite perfeQion? If we admire the borrowed 
ſereuttis, hall we behold with a eriminal in- 
difference, the eterttal fountain from whence 
they flow? The nature of God, whoſe wiſ- 
dom is a compound of knowledge: and good- 
_ rich, and whoſe victttipotence is only the in- 
| ſtrument of promoting the wiſe, the righteous, 
2 che benevGlent purpoles of His eternal _ 
| hx Smeg grader Mee 
We tech hüt enutnerate e e 
goodhefß by whith the Supreme * 
- tet to ddr love. They tine Torte in the 
untverfül Trade of niturt, which carries the 
Fabel aud permanent marks' ef che . 
| m 
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domipate, e. — amidg 


the tomporary evil and diſorders incident td 


mankind in this firſt ſtate of their exiſtence, 


trial for a higher and more permanent deſſina- 
tian. Theſe evils are permitted for reaſons 
which we now fee only in part, but ſhall par- 
ceĩre fully at the proper ſeaſon, When that 
<= inb.\;4 prrfet? Hu come, and that wobieb ir 


in gait Gal be dine oway'®; But we may 
ſee; wen at preſtnt, inthe peculiar and affect 


ing relations,” which the Supreme Being con- 


who: has: made man bat a /ittle lower thun the 


mongliy, and this rendering him ſuſceptible 


of high improvements in knowledge and virtue 


through an endleſs duration. Canſider that 
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which is a'preparatory ftatb of Eiſcipline and 


neee — this phe 
neue Bring, 23 the author af our exiſtence, 
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rel by endo wing him with reaſon and im- 
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258 DISCOURSE)XTV: 
elements and powers of: nature inſtrumental 


an Our preſervation from day to day, and 
ſuhſervient to the ſupply of bur various wants: = 


to heal or ſoften the temporary evils of à p- 
ſent life, and even to deprive iin of its mortal 
fing and death: of its terrors. Behold . him 
in zedlemption and grace © Here:he-detlaves 
himſelf the Lord mereiful and pracimus, Hate 10 


anger and abundant in ovingctindneſe; yardon- 
ing:thetranſgreſſions of the humble. and the pe- 
nUitent. Here he mitigates the awful lines of 

his character as judge of the world, blends 


Voich chem the mild rays of paternal benignity, 
receives the prodigal; but penitent, ſom it 
the arme of his protection and merey, beute 


ä with long-ſuffering patience the infirmitiepof 
his children, and offers che powerful ſuecours | 


cf his ſpirit to maintain their perſeverance iti 


| bas eee pe Cob eee 


n Father, opening the wanſions of 
life eternal; by the Son of his love and point- 


and e ſhall ceaſe for e ever, and his ſer- 


1 1 1 
, „ -& ww 


ag out, by a poſitive and tranſpotting i pro. 
miſe, a glorious and amazing period, when fin 


Ss WE A / ITE Tng 


Fa © | - yants 


A d Allldren Matt rejoice tn dings. 


and on of his felietty tito 1 de 


foundations 1d ber the de of ins love 
and find every thing that is adapted to excite] 
and /nduriſh/this pious and elevated 'affection j 
and it is here that the feeling heart will adopt . 
the language of the Plalmiſt and ſay, Whom! 
aue in | beaver but ' thee, and what is thert!. 
mon the earth that I cus defire beſide thee. ' 7 
will love thee, O Lord, my frogs ond yy Fork: 
of my ſalvation. «!dgicte Una Iniw £309 
n. Butif the foundation of the: Addy ab ohr 
tent is evident, it is of importance to form juſt* 
ideas of this duty; that we may practiſe it witi 
propriety, and enjoy, in reality, its ineſtimable 
fruits We have hinted already, that, ds he 
irregular. fancies? and paſſions" of men have 
abuſed the beſt things, myſtical.enthuſiafn* = 
has been impoſed- upon the world under the 

ſpecious. denomination of divine love. We? 
ſhall now therefore | conſider the nature ahd 
point out tlie diſtinctive marks and characters 
eee 5.4 ina 29953 10 21g 
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hulent like the movements. ef ſenſe and; pale. 
tan. It is, indeed, a fervent; aflieftion; but ita 


and its ardour, when it grows d fewränd, i 
modified by a reſleaion on the majeſty af lia 


cf Beings, atiſing from a yall a liel 
*, ſenſe ofchexcellenee and goes, as they: 


" int lnanchess of piety naturalljt.agife, and ahs; 


. | Dbgc oba . 


k, Huch here; we may. gbſervs.jn. general, thay 


this noble afſecłion, when founded on rational 


agdenlightened conceptions of its great; obiect. 


in calm; in ita tenour, yet powerful in die of; - 
fas. It is not ſiery like enthuſiaſw, nog; tur- 


fequbur, is of a kind that permits the ſoul ta Y 
be ſedate and ferene in ite higheſt exertile;: 
Its Fivacity is tempered. by profound teſpact. 


equally awful and amiable objet e & N 


_ 4,Jove of God therofors: (ed fen ns: we gan 


*7 comprehend it in a general definition) ã a 
i, habitual, aſſecticmate, and reſpectful attacks; 
ment of the heart ta the gredieſt, and hoſt 


Hard diſplaped in nature, (providenbep and: 


ae, and expreſſing itſelf, fuijably in 


Mes gad action 1 hunimonsb apo io qt 
L No from this ganeral defidiltiam ſeweral dike: 


e 
bun wr 
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DISCOURSE NI, ate 
and aſpects, according to; the: different points 
of vie, in which we conſider the Supreme 
Being, whether in his own intrinfic excellence,” 


or dee er b n r ee 70 


_—_—_ 2 % iS ak 
1. The love of Ged. e 
a tüng from à view of the intrinſic excel - 
leace/of the divine nature, comprehends ve- 
aeration: This is infpired by the union of 
grandeur with benignity, and-it has à bound - 
lely-extrciſe in the.comemplation of a Being, 
in hom reſides a full and eomplete aſſem- 
| blage of all that ia great, good, excellent; and 
happy Wich thüs is connected an exalted 
bind ef plesſure in the contemplation of ſuch 
2 Beig. In our connexions im life we have 
a very refinæd aud animated: kind of ſatisfabs 
uon in he view of great and good ,characters; 
and the corruption of thoſe muſt be: extremis 
who behold them with indifferene“ How 
great then, howrexaliod muſt tho ſatisfaction 
of apious mind be in the contemplation" of 
eee ME eee fs. 
peculiar . — een de attends to that 
dieclaration of an inſpired apoſtle, that God is 
LIFTS | love, 


W 
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0 1 vital ſpirit of irde-deverich; It 

gives the mind a highrreliſh”for e 

* worſhip,” and makes it adopt the language of 
the Pſalmiſt, when he fald, One day in t 

con#ts is better than a thouſand— How amiable 

r thyitabernactes, O Lord, Heſffed are they that 

dewell in thy houfe* ! My meditation'of yhesyoall 
g Sie ſueet; H umil be glad in the Lord p. "Again, 
2. The love ef God muſt be naturullynac- 
| cCompanied with a high. ſenſe off thei value of this 
Faudur, and a-defire of obtaining it. In humäti 
fe, eur deſire of the favour aud approbation 
dt others riſes ia proportion to the petfuaſion 
we have of eit merit, and itorbur ſeſteem for 
their charscdets. . If thereſcire we: lou God 

truly, muſt it not be our higheſt ambition to 

cbtam ' a place in hig àpprobation, and fall 

vre int: ſdy, in the ſincerity bf our hearts with 
te Pfalmiſt, Toy fuboun, -O' Lord,» iril better 
I than fe een it tw met bloded ofiw 
u Rad when; after ecintemplating the Sus 

preme Being in the intrinſic excellence t his 
bature, we conſider him in the relatiant which 
Src eg providence and. Race ar but 


: be rad Hanna TER8399 
11 dot) „dhe l, 1 9119); 4 iwie 56h 
Jed | k | preſerver, 


». 
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Dis00URBE: XIV. 283 
preſerver, benefactor, and | merciful Father, 


chen love not only grows more fervent; but 


expands itſelf in a variety of congenial ſenti- 


ments, which are equally pleaſing and im- 
proving to the heart, Here it aſſumes the 
form of pious gratitude. The Chriſtian comes 
into the preſence'of his God with'thankſorving, 
and enters hit courts with" i He irt 
5 all that" it within him to magnify and blefs 
his Redeemer and benefactor When he re- 
fleQs upon the gifts imparted. to him in the 
diſpenſations of providence and grace, an 
looks forward to the blefings ſecured to him, 
in an endleſs duration, by the promiſes of him 
whois the feithful ind die fue wing tie V0 
with emotion, What ap + par "the 
Lbrd for alPhir benefits *7 9; 0 0900s bo 
- 4. In this view of the "Supreme Being, 
love humbly affitmes tlie ſerene and cheerful 
charakter of truſt and confidence. | Tmperfe&; 
and; it many reſpects, humiliatingy 
is the preſent condition of man conſiderec int 
himſelf. Wants, an tieties and cares, ſurround 


a ab dependeir” being: Appreketiſions 
* Tis * Be & - 
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alarm him 36 8. ſinner; and he 0 expoſed. to 
perpeiual dangers and viciſſitudes in his twany 
ſtory world. It is in his ſitustios that an 
adequate object of confidence ,negellary.to 
his tranquillity and hope. God is that ohiect; 
aud che love af Gad, as already deſeribed, in 
eiter chat Humble cankdence, Which codath 
unziety and can This canfidence, which 
gens directly from, the lone gf. God 28 Its 
_ {ayres, ig confirmed. hy the poſitive. promiſai 
io al things fool, geri get lur. for good jþ 
| theſe that lou Gad 7% The more the le 
2 . Oed prevails in- ur hegte, the me will 
x is:xefolve.our wille into tha. divige, will, and 
rengthen qur-confidence. in tha merriful de» 
ane of God towards us, and in, the proſpeg 
of a happy iſſue to our anxictica;and {orrgws, 
And as this. love excites confidence. in the 
g99d man's heart with reſpecte to the happy 

iſſue ef his ſeveraſt triale, in. alſo of conſe- 
quence, does it, hy a mild. but powerfol, i 
dae, fubtain bis reſignation. in, e period 
e dafaring-.. In the dark momenyy of aſſlic- 
W ROT AOGYE nt 


Bs e — 7 
mtl | | reſignation | pf 
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DTE COURSE” XIV. off 
_ reſignation may be oonſidered as one und e 
fame affection. If you ſeparate rehynation 
from the love of the great and good Being, 
who forme 5h tight dud creates dar neſs, it 
cones an {voluntary and” ſervlle ſubmiſſion. 
Reſignation'is the love of "God, ſinvothing 
the brow-of aMidtion, alleviating the bitterneſs 
ol itjurles, ſoſtening the hard{lilps of poverty, 
putting God in the place of the friends we 
loſe, and fetting hit and his promiſes before us 
int all the cilamities and trials we are called to 
endure, All this is expreſſed with great beauty 
and energy in ie prayer which am inſpired 
het addreſfed to God under a dark and aw. 
tuuldiſpenſition of Providence. Although the fig 

tree ſhall mt Moſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the 
Vine, the labour of the olive foall fail and the | 

l yield ne meat, the flock ſdall be cu off 


ons the fold, ani there ſpall be to herd in the 


Koll.; yet rolll T rajoiet in the Lord, I will joy 
ti tht Cod of thy ſatvation® From what prin- 
. clptes can fuch language proceed, but from 
the love of the great and | good Peng who is 
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the” diſpenſer of. courier, and from the hops 
and een which this noble. en in- 
ſpires? wy roll 


5. We 1 . e that e 1 


reſembling the beſt; of Beings, (though it muſt 
always be at an immenſe diſtance, ) is a feeling, 
truly congenial and connected with the love 
of God. Oy is not poſſible for the human 
mind to love and admire ſincerely any excel- 
lent and attainable quality, without deſiring, 
to be poſſeſſed. of it. This defire, indeed, will 
have different degrees c of vigour and warmth, 
in human charaQers, according to the reſpec · 
tive degrees of f their religious knowledge and 
moral improvement ; but piteous, truly, is the 


caſe of thoſe in hom -this deſige;i Is dormant. 


or. languid! It is certain, that admiration. 
and love, exerciſed towards ſhining. d diſplays. 
of goodneſs and wiſdom, elevate the mind, 


and excite a deſire of Imitating the obje i in 

which they appear. At for me, GMA the : 
Plalmiſt,) 7 will behold thy face i in bee, , 
and 7 will be ſatis fied, when 7 ag" thy . 


likeneſs. 0 1 0 E. *. 
L need not, ele obſerve wy eg that | 


the love of God is not merely an internal af- 


* 
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ſection, which les wache in the mind, but 
the powerful and vigorous . of a vo- 
luntary and cheerful obedience. This ohe 
dience is the proper effect of the love of God, 7 
and ſhall be conſidered in its Place. In the | 
mean time, we ſhall conclude with . few it in- 
ferences, deducible from what has been already | 
laid on this ſubject. f Hr 
Figl, then, by the accohnt we Fan gn 
of the nature and foundation of the duty of” 
our text, it will be eaſy to decide a queſtion, + 
which has been diſcuſſed with muck more. 
ſubtilty than good ſenſe, namely, whether or 
not the love of God i is to be conſidered 48 
diſiutergſted aſfection. No ſuch queſtion, could 


ever have been propoſed, but. from partial 8 


confuſed notions of this important ſubject. TE --- 
vou conſider che love of God, as that] pious 12 
ſentiment of veneration and complacence, 
which the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Su- i 
preme Being; conſidered j in themſelves, excite, 5 
in the mind, this affection i is abſolutely diſin- 
tereſted, - No proſpect of advantage can make. . 
us eſteem. a being whom we do: not thit 


. of eſteem : it may induce ue to ſpeak 
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engage us 5 f0, tove and feſpect what out tinds 
have not previouſly Judged reſpectable and 
3 vely. But When we. conſider the Supreme 
Laing i in the endearing relations of dur Bene 
fatter, Redeemer, and heavetily Father, then is 
it true, that, in the exefciſe of tatituds, telig- 
nation, and kope, a pidus and rational ſelf-I0 ve, 
which aſpires after felicity and perfection, 
mingles itſelf with our r love to the beſt of 
Beings. 
A. econd, and fill more important, inifettnice 
fb what has been fald on this ifterefting 
flbject, is the neceſſity of an attentive ftudy 
of the divine perfections, as they are diſplayed 
in ge: ptovidetice, and grace, in order to 


our poſſeſſing truly and exerciſing props 


Fg delightful affettion of love to 
lefs we know, in a certain degree, what God 
is, and in what teſpects he is wotthy of out 
love, it is impoſſible that we can Have atty 
multable regard fo: kim at All. Without this 
EHotyledge, out löve malt be a blitid, enthu⸗ 
flalkical principle, neither honoutable to its 
glorious object hor faliitaty” to our own ſouls. 
Moſt certainly our love to God will be more 
| CN ned, and fetvent, i - pro 
. 14 5 tion 
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dn vber knoudelge ud -wie we ve =" 
bier ard mort of leh efteniivertt” 
chat Know the, FternaP Scufee of light and ; 
love? will love thee above ll things, and 
till perceive thut thelt love comes infinite 

ort of the awful and delightful: regar 


which is due to y ſublime label: 
They will” ccnfider thy /ervice as the moſt 
perſett 


freedom, and thy favour” as boner 
than Hfe and 26 enjoyments. EL 
Let it be the pious" ambition of our dean 
to be of chat happy number. Let us hel 
econverſe with God in his works, In his ways, | 
in che -maghificenit” ſcenes of nature, inthe 
government of his adorable providence, and 
in-the ſublime diſpetrfation of his grace, which 
holds forth life and Wimortality to man. Let 
us ariſe habitually as we proceed in W 
Chriſtian courſe from the effect to the cauſe, 5 
from the giſt to the giver, from every tempo- 
ral comfort to its adorable fource, from every 
trial and pain to him, that ſends it with uner- 
ring wiſdom and from the ſublime promiſes 
of the Goſpel, to the faithful and the true, 
who will accompliſh them to the everlaſting 
felicity of his mn Enlightened ſtill more 
9 989 and 
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- and more with extenſive views. of the Divine | 
from day to day, and improving 
: 6 the knowledge of that Glorious Being, 
| whoſe. ſtudy brings ſuch wiſdom, and whoſe 
contemplation affords ſuch ſubſtantial delight, 

let this ſalutary knowledge paſs from the un- 

Os derſtanding to the heart. Let us love the 

Lord our God with joy, tempered hy pro- 

| found veneration, with a holy ambition to 
obtain his favour and to acquire through, his 
—_— in the contemplation of his nature, 
Wet, ſome happy, though diſtant: reſemblance of 
5 his moral perfections. Let us love him here 
1 With gratitude, truſt, reſignation, and hope, 
_— that we may love and enjoy him hereafter, 
| without interruption, when that aubich is per- 
OR OR O"_ ir in part M 
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LOVE; ru LORD; Tur GOD, WIH ALL. 
nx HEART, AN WITH/ ALL+ THY. 
sou, AND, WITH ALL THY. und. 
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Diſcburſe, the love of God in its foun- - 
dation; its nature, and its eſſential properties, 

we come now to point out, in our IIId general - 

head, the meaſure: and degree in which this 
pious aſſection ought-to be poſſeſſed by: the 
tion of our Bleſſed Saviour, Thou Halt love 
X10 ON TIO the 
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and ſeducing. But their exaggerated {dl 


flights of pretended love, -that carried the foul 
u of *rfelf, and plunged it into the abyſs of the 
divine efſtnce, only thewed that the beſt things 
rere ſuſceptible of the moſt egregious abuſe”. - 
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2902 DISCOURSE XV. 
| the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart. and with | 
all thy foul, and with all thy mind. 


It is here, that, under the pretext. of 70 


ing after the perfection of divine loye, much 
fanatical exaggeration has been employed by 


the irregular fancies of men, and that this moſt 


rational and noble affe&ion has been diſ- 
figured by the unſeemly effuſions of myſtical 

_ enthuſtaſm, The ſect of the quictifts, in the 

| early ages of the church, and their ſucceſſors, 
even in modern and more enlightened times, 
| have been chargeable with great abuſes on this 
_ article. Nay even in the beginning of the 
preſent century, perſons, / diſtinguiſhed: by 


their piety and genius, gave ſueh an: air of 


£0 purity: and tefinement to the fyſtem of the 


quietiſts, as rendered its errors more dangerous 


denial, their | exfflatic ruptures, their ſaaring 


But, my brethren, if the ardours of enthu- 


fam have often Wen e 


e. » 
SW) 


ES viscounsE xv: IV, 295 
of our tert, a contrary extreme hs e 
extinguiſhed it in che hearts of many Nor 

ching is more common, even among profeſſed 
Chriſtians, than a coldneſs and inſenſibility on 
this article, which are a reproach to the fem 
ſonable nature of man, whom eminent facul- 
ties and offered ſuccours render capable of 
contemplating, with admiratien and delight, | 
the works, the government, and the-perfec+ 
tions of his Creator. In tos many a ſenſual 
life has ſo degraded the moral taſte and dimi 
niſhed the capacity of enjoying plearure from 
the love and imitation of what is excellent and 
good, that neither the eontemplation of the 
Divine nature and perfections, ner the eupe - 
rience of his 'benignity and tender mercies, 
nor the grandeur ef Ris tranfperting promiſes, | 
make any ſultable or Lalutary impreſſion on 
theif hearts. Ye lit fbineth in 1e ol 
and the darkneſs comprebended it nö 
It is of high importance 'tol evold, on an 
moſt intereſting ſubſeck, the exttemes now , 
mentioned. We! ſhall: therefore - ut preſent 
explain the expreſſions of our text, which de- 
note the meaſure in which the love of God 
Ws ns the heart of . 

. 3 Went 
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Gr the intention of ür ae und 


fication, we ſhall draw ſome concluſioris- rela- 
wre mite Practical * of this part of 
| our ſubject. "SLOW R. 6 ale 215 th aif7- 

Da before us. Sure, add" hy 
Moſes to the people of -Ifracl,. and they con- 


but it is the goſpel of Jeſus and the paternal 
aſpect of che Being of Being in that gracious 
ifpealation;ahat Swe beine of the text 
a mild, and victorious influence on 


the jagenyous heart: In the explication of 


this paſſage, ſome have given a diſtin figni- 
Hention, more fanciful: chan obvious, to nach 
term. According to chem; che heart denotes 
Her human will, the out ſtands for the ſcat and 
0 centre:of che affections, while by the mind we 
are to underſtand aur intellectual fatulties, 


and by. rengrb, (which St. Like adds in the 


| parallel place,) the energy, bf which" we ure 


capable by vigotous reſolution” and effort, 
But without entering into ſuch minute diftine- 


tions, we may take the words, in 2 general 
ſenſe, as expreſſive of the pious efforts of the 
Chron: sn ms, 
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or ; CY 


from the words, explained in their true figni- 


tain the principle and the end of true religion; 


©2220, 27 
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1 elevated ſemiments. al W 
and love for the greateſt and beſt. bf Heing s. 
| f. however, any ſhould .aledge;- that the 
| expreſſions of our text ſeem to require, in che 
love of God, a degree of ferveut, of hich all 
good Chriſtians are not capable, and an attach- 
ment toche Deity, which excludes! or ſuper; 
{edvs/all:other propenſities, affectidns and de: 
 firen;) we! are ready to reply, that! neither the 
nature of dhe fublime' duty under conſiders 
ation, nor the words before us, jußtify ſuch 2 
exaggerated interpretation; fr,, 
däm zehe 1ſt place, vοο muſt / conclude _ | 
| whabinyg obſerved: in a preceding Diſcaurſs; 
that the love of. God does not require aum 
politive degree of that conſtitutional. fervour, - 
which is allied ia ſenſe and paſſion, and is fax 
foam being an unexceptionable pracf! of. the | 
purigyof religious feelings. Ihe want of this 
| kind f fervoor. ſometimes dejects, though, 
without zeaſon,,good; Chriſtians of a melan- 
chely or phlezmatie complexion, while the | 
polleflion of It elates, though, equally without 
ſoundetion,. perſons of a more lively. and 


cherrful-tempgr. . The degree of pleaſure ang 


wee ee 9 of *a ſpiritual aud 
U. * _ 


. — — — « * 3 - 


aid it in not to be: denied that, even in the 
: exetciſs of religious /affeQions) a: conffitinional 


ſtate ef many his various wante, ſenſes, and Ent 


v D cf AY 
avorat-tind,"Þs, he debt, | 


niſhed e eee of. Ys body bad 


the iuflaencg it has on the frame of dhe nöd; 


warmth a Under ihg reſtraint; of ciatioial and 
juſt; notions of God, is an agreeable thing; 
but, at the ſumd time, mn οtzidihothat .it 10 


mot eſftial to the real pofſeſſiun of the ſaered 
affectiun rerbmmendedeininui tens, 10 21106 


ar Nor, adlz, in the picetptyovhials horte in 
to love God, with all ons; bears, foul; imd-mind, 
incompatible with-the/affeQiany and pdopebſi- 
ties; which pbjeas of inferlor, digirity andovias 
lue ard adapted. to inſpire, Inches preſent 


eulties, "preſent whim |a>varietyi bf jedi; 
ich Base all d fubordinavev chm tisch d, 
able \pgrtion> of bis Attachment, The keis 
tütss of Got have ſubordinate 'degreetofbral: 


wee land esteellentei Tv Adi Buna 
of ſarlifaRtion- and comfort aa often ur pals 
tage thtoligh/ithis Kate of eie eee e, 
them av, by cheir order and beauty; inet, 
but anch, excite lively and ele line fett- 
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ee ee to the cdntotnpl lat end 
five the deauty and uſefulnels Which they 


INE End eee 
00 ed love for the worker: we muſt 
PORE au regen, from the effect to hs 
aa the! in vader words bu love mult begin 
__ icreature'and end in the Creator. . 

b exhorted the people of Iſrael 
haart, Zorul, tei Gon, alt: Kei 
ps Sur a br foul, and with all their 
een erümdrated In the verſes that ay Re: 
ja er 68, the temporal bleſſings wht 
ron — was to bel upon them; 
103 » vintyardf, and ay: baue which be 

Bobs ad ſources of $01 E 

1 Ay; like ſome e Tactatifta | 
4 wen — apainiMithe love 

2 6. 400 60 withdraw” all your | 

e. Gd a eee dere 
OT nh moe peg 
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; iely poſſeſs, 7 We muſt begin more or , 


* 2» . 
a 7 : 
1 * 


%% 


* | DISCOURSE: Iv; 


all your hart. No; but ———— | 
boaſt eaten and art full. beware Ig thoit forget 
tbe Lord. The Words df Moſes, Which am 
repeated in out text, amount to, this, that 
every affection and deſire towards inferiet and 
ttanſitory objects ſhould de inferior and ſubor- 
dinate to the love ref Him, who is che cternal 
ſource of all extellence and ſelicit y.. 51crs> 
This general view of the magen, in y hich 
the love of God ought ta ocννν · u. erte, 
is ſuſceptible of details highly intereſting bit 
lich are too full of matter do he treated here 
in all their entent. We ball, only .gbGrvs 
chat there is ung principle, which may enable 
us 10 judge af ihe meaſurea in which, theilaye 
ul God ought t prevail in: g, and 1 9 5 
time Aſſiſt 5 in awiiving st. Be, This . 
 privciple: of ſincerity, which-(3f, ER —_— | 
erpteſſion) anche vital »ipirit., of Zaith,, phe: 
dience, and acgeptanee with Gods,Þlt. is mani 
elt that dus principle xeguires the nealitꝝ of al 
che Chriſtian virtuss, where Chriſtianity is pro- 
* felled; amd If, anche one hand, 11/;daeqopot 
ſeem to fix preciſely their meaſure, yet, on 
._ "the Ae vs it does not leave 915 meat en- 
r FV*FVFCC 51 09 Roo tirely 
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ue ubddetprmined. A few words: will ex- 
pPhein our meaning; ee ee 2 14 


Ublicate and important. N 45% 
Sincerity implies, anova Min Glogs; 


| being in earneſt, both in wy rr wa rec 5 
and in the practice of duty; aud ſurely, if 


ve poſſeſs the eſſential characters of the love 


of God, as they have been already pointed 


out, we Andot be indifferent whether we 
poſſeſs them in a high or in a low degree. 
IE we have a tert veneration for and attach- 


ment to the Supreme Being; if we are affected 


by his goodneſs, rejoice in his government, 


reſign ourſelves to his will, and confide 1 in his h 
promiſes, we cannot be indifferent whether 


theſe charzcters of the love of God be predo· 


minant in our hearts or not— whether they 
control our inferior appetites and paſſions, or 
ate controlled by them whether they direct 


and govern our conduct, or have little influ- 
ence on the general courſe and tenour of our 


actions. The duty, under conſideration, is 


too ſublime and excellent to admit of this in- 


difference; and here indifference in abſolutely 
incompatible with Ancerily. It is not; indeed, 53 
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there are many infirmities and” defects f yet 
n Mminiſder in proportion as theſe defefty 
become groſs, habitual, and predominant; and 
i is exianguiſbed when dur love to God and 
virtue become weak and feeble "ſentiments, 
are ſubdued: by a favourite paſſion,” enervated 
by ſenſuality and indolence, or overpowered 
by frequent relapſes into tranſgreſſion. 
Therefore, when our love to God is ſincere, 
it will de poſſeſſed in ſuch à degree, at leaſt; 
28 will render him, not only the object of out 
veneration, gratitude, and confidence, but che 
principal object of theſe affeQtions; it will 
have ſuch an aſcendant over the temptations 
to tranſgreſſion, as will render our obedience 
40 the beſt of Beings habitual and perſe vor. 
ing, and engage us to confider his fervies' a 
the bigheft and the nobleft-froed6m,” | 149) 
Thus you ſee that the principle of Anreriiy 8 
wilkanimate the true Chriſtian to tend tow rds 
Penfetiom in thie love of the Deity; for though = 
ve cannot arrive at it here belbw, we nh 
till be making nearer approaches towards it, 
and if the demands of perfection are high we 
Have à vaſt eternity before us to fulfil them. 
| THE: A orders * ag a glorious ex- 
91 e 


1s COURSE xv. zur 
tent, the precept of our text, and it is by this | 
that we. meaſure and appreciate their perfec- 

tion and felicity. We can form very exalted, 


though inadequate notions of their knowledge 
of the perſections and works of God, and of 


the high degrees of pleaſing wonder, venera- 


tion, and love which they excite. We can 
conceive. more or leſs how. a contemplation of 
the Sovereign Minp, in full diſplays of his 
eternal beauty, ſanctity, and goodneſs, muſt 
form a union of their wills with his, which 
will gradually improve in them the immortal 
lines of a divine nature. Now the ſame path 
towards perfection, which dignifies the angels, 
is ſet before the Chriſtian. He is lower in the 
great ſcale ; but his capacity and means are 
ſuch as give him an acceſs to its higheſt de- 
Stees. He ie, by his rational and immortal 
nature, made but a little lower than the angels; 
but: his future ſphere and deſtination: are the 
{ame with theirs, Thus no limits- are ſet to 
out improvement and progreſs in the love of 
God. The principle of ſincerity and the Jaw 
or capacity of perfection require our growth | 
in-this higheſt and nobleſt grace-of the Chriſ» 
lian life? they require that we go on from one 
AB | he RR, 5 > 8 degree 


r 


30 viscoubnsk *. = 


degree * it to another, until ve come 40 1 
fullneſs of the flature'of a perfet? mam in Gh 
| Feſus. Thus the principle of ſincerity, ani» 


mating Chriſtians to turn to profit the capa- - 


city of tending towards perfection, will en- 
gage them to uſe their utmoſt efforts to purify. 


and improve the love of God in their hearts, 


and to diſplay its happy fruits in their lives. 


Thbis is all Which che law of perfection, or, in 


other words, the obligation of tending to - 
wat, it, requires. We cannot love God in 
e exact proportion to the excellence of his na- 
Bo ture and che manifeſtation. of his perfeQions;, 
this is beyond the powers of fe beings, 
5 0 however exalted, and much more ſo of man 
who: ir but of - yeſterday, and, comparatively 
ſpeaking, -#noweth” nothing. The wiſdom, 


| * goodtieſs,/and-power.of God are diſplayed in 


numberleſs worlds; while we can only trace ; 


them (and that imperfectly) on the ſmall! fpot 


which we inhabit during a few fleeting mo- 
ments. Nay more, (and this is an humbling 
circumſtance,) even what we know: of the di- 


vine perfections, which are affectingly mani- .- | 


| feſted in our preſent ſphere and our farther 
deſtination, too nk excites 3 ; 
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| and Kill more Teldowm: propbrtiepable returns 1 
of cvtricration and grateful love, MTU borfre r 
chia deficiency ought to be the object of our „ 
pious ambition and our daily endeavours. |. 1 
e ee then, from what has been dreads ; 

aid, the ſpirit and i import, of the words of out 

text;i'To ſum up the whole iu a few words 
1 chey exhort us to a ſincere, aſſectionate, active, 2 
and perſevering attachment to the Supreme 
Being. / Mcient to make his ſervice and the at- 

tainment of his favour our principal buſineſs 

and delight—fufficient, through his grace, with 

time and effort, to deſtroy: the dominion. of 

every:-corrupt- inclination which. interferes _ 
with our duty to the beſt of Beinge—fufficient 
with time and effort to remove that miſerable 
division of the heart between virtue and vice, 
between God and Baal, which is the ignoble 
and unhappy ſtate of too many m_—_— 
 Chriſtiang—ſofficient, i in fine, to inereaſe the 
power. of good habits,” to purify more and- 
more the moral taſte, and to call forth the ac- 
tive- faculties of the ſoul in the ſervice of God. 
Having thus conſidered the love of God, 
Kal, in its object andi its nature, and, ſecondly, 
in its meaſure and Sent, it remains to, con- 


— 
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biet danse of chis/grinciplatih lads 
_ expreſſed in thoſe words of our Bleſſed Lord, 
This is the firſt and great cummandment. This 
ſhall be the ſubjtct of another Diſcourſe; 
From what has n ae ſine, 
let us, r! 9711 2 [afin-{recc 5 Kar 
. ln e plate, etal t6 diſtinguiſh 
' carcfully between a conſtitutional and tranſi · 
tory fervour of devotion, and the calm and 


genuine love of God, and, in the exereiſe of 


this noble affection, e err 
aggerations of enthuſiaſm. . All- violent emo 
tions of fervout afford ſtrong ſuſpicions chat 
our love is not pure in its nature, nor ſalid 
2nd permanent with reſpect o itt duration. 
Our love of the Supreme Being cannot be 
pute, if our conceptions of his nature be nt 
juſt ; and juſt conceptions even of his good - 
neſs and mercy, combined, as they, are, with 
fanQity, wiſdom, and an awful oajeſty, will 
» always. blend the effuſions of love with pro 
found veneration, . and prevent all familiar 
flights of a rapturous devotion in the preſence 
of Him, in whoſe preſence tbe ſaraphimt are 
- Sa . e 
W257 of Nona abt 
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more precarious and uncertain than thoſe re- | 
Ugi6us affections, in which a conſtitutional 
fervour hath the aſcendant. They are va- 
riable aud inconſtant; whereas the true love 
of God is à ſettled habit founded on convie- 
tion and knowledge. As in human inter- 
courſe and connexions no wiſe man will con- 
found with real friendſhip the declarations'of 
attachment which are made in a ſally of good 
humour or a flow of animal ſpirits; ſo in reli- 
gion no good judge of things will confound 
the precarious fervours of enthuſiaſm with the 
genie love of God. A vein of ſteady and 
perſevering piety, animated by veneration and 
complacence, gratitude and hope, is the moſt 
perfect homage we can pay to the Deity. 
This will be more aceptable to him, ib 
wvhom' there ir io variableneſs nor ſhadow of « 
turning, than the paſſionate fervour and inter- 
mitting effuſions of an "uequl, 28 2 
But more eſpeciallß, ; t 
In the ſecond place, Let what has been 138 | 
faid concerning the meaſure and extent of the . 
love” of God awaken dhe infenſibility and 
warm the hearts of thoſe in whom this divine. | 
Lake "OK never been kindled 8 


5 8 nich 


| to. revere and love the belt of Beings, Let 
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nich extinguiſhed, Let them revolvo in their 


minds, the innumerable reaſons they have, 
and the. weighty obligations they are under, 


them hear the voice, or rather the multitude 

of voices, which call to them from nature, 
providence, and grace, to love the Lord with 
all their foul, with all: their heart, and with all 
their mind, Let them endeavour to conceive 
(what, no tongue can expreſs} what they owe 
to him, who by his creating goodneſs called 
them into exiſtence, to make them partakers 
of reaſon and immortality ;-who by his provi- 
dential benignity conducts them through the 
Various ſages of this tranſitory life, and by 


IN his redeeming mercy has prepared for them, 


at its concluſion, ſuch: glorious ſcenes of feli- 
- city, as exe bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 
bath-it entered into the heart of man to conctivs. 
Let them behold the majeſty of ' their Judge, 
aſſuming the mild aſpect of a Father ; the Son, 


to whom all the angels of heaven paid ho- 
mage, taking upon him our nature and dying 


on the croſs, that he might bring peace, hope, 
ſalvation, and immortality” to miſerable of- 
As and Nan eee and 
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ruth, offering to dwell with men upon earth. 
Let them, like David, mu/e and meditate on 
theſe tranſporting views of DzrTy, until the 
fre kindles and their hbarts- are affbeldd with, 3 
delightful ſentiments of veneration, gratitude, =, 
confidence, and hope towards the Author of 
their temporal and eternal bleſſings. They, | 
| whoſe hearts are untouched with theſe things, 
and unaffected with'thefe intereſting views of 3-«þ 
the Supreme Being, are deprived of the nobleſt 
and moſt delightful: feelings of which human 
nature is capable. Let us nouriſh' theſe 
feelings by the frequent contemplation of their 
| great and glorious objeck. Let us not only 
be careful to aſcertain tlie ſincerity of our love, 
but aſpire after its Imptovethettr' and perfec- 
tion, employing all the means of religion and 
the events of Providence to'cotifirin bar com- 
munion with the beſt of Beings; chat we r may 
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Irsus SAID: UNTO uin, rh SHALT 
. LOVE: THE LORD, THY -GOD, WITH ALL 
TT HEART, AND WITH ALL - THY 


E aa, AND WITH ALL THY. MIND, 2 


>, 3 


5 


Age 3 mm 'in two 3 
Diſcourſes, iſt, of the foundation and 


eſſential properties of the love of God; and, 
adly, of the meaſure and extent of this noble 
and delightful duty, we proceed to conſider, 
in our 3d and laft head, its high moment and 
importance, from thoſe words of our bleſſed 


Lord, This. is the F1R8T and GREAT com- 
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The two. epithets here given to the pre- 
cept, of our text are expreſſive, and full of 
meaning. It is the „ commandment, that 
is, it is ſuperior to all others in dignity and ob- 
lgation—and it is the great commandment, 
whoſe influence and importance are the moſt. 
extenſive, Theſe two general ideas deſerve a. 
particular and circumſtantial ituftration, - ' 
I. The love of God is the fi command - 
ment in point of dignity and obligation. It 
would ſeem ſcarcely neceſſary to enlarge on 
this part of our ſubject; becauſe, from what 
was ſaid: in our firſt general head, concerning. | 
the foundations of our love to the Supreme 
Being, your own feflections will eaſily deduce. 
the ſuperior and unrivalled digriity and obli- 
gation of this noble duty. For the Being, in 
whom every thing venerable and lovely is 
united in the higheſt perfection, whoſe 
goodneſs is pure, diſintereſted, and unchange- 
able, and is manifęſted to mankind in the en- 3 
gaging relations of Father and Redeemer, f = 
Benefactor in time and Rewarder in eternity, \: 3 
is not only entitled to our higheſt love, but 
thy love of ſuch a Being muſt Arie, intui- 
3 3” "OE 
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| tively; the mind as the fit, the eee 
che moſt ſacred of all obligations. . But, 
II. If 4 d ee e 


nity aud obligation, {> alſois its ſalutary in- 


guende great and remarkable, and the ſublime 
alſſection of love to God is, in its very nature, 
adapted to produce the happieſt effects. 
1. In the i place, the exereiſe of love to 
dtie greateſt and beſt of Beings has u direct 
| tondenoy'to ennoble human nature, by puri- 
Ping and improving the frame and temper 
of our minds. The frequent (contemplation 
ccf the Divine perfections, to which this pious 
_ affeQipn naturally leads, muſt repeatedly pre- 

| ſent to us the ideas of what is great, good, cx · 
prove: the ſenſibility of our ſpiritual taſte for 
theſe objects, It will make the mind aſſume 

| me fechle lines of their ſupreme excellence 

| and beauty, and the Chriſtian bebolding at in a 
mirraum of glaſs, the gin fene Lord, will, 

| arcording'to the apoſile's expreſſion, be teu. 
HR image. um glory. to glary, 
Li . of the ord®" The AN 
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of love to God will give this contemplation 
. degree of ſanctifying and transform- 
ig power; by exciting a deſire to imitate his 


moral perfe@tions, as far as his grace ſhall | 
_  efrable us, and our imperfection will admit. 


It is impoſſible, as we obſerved in our pre- 
cedinig Diſcourſe, that we can love in another 


any quality warmly and cordially, without 
deſiring to poſſeſs it, and finding the natural 


principle of imitation arifing in our hearts. | 


But it 18 alſo remarkable, that no qualities 
excite love in the human mind, but ſuch as 
are of a benevolent nature, and, in ſome de- 


gree, imitable by thoſe who love hem. We 


do not love the Supreme Being on account 
of his omnipotence, his omnifcience, his im- 


conſidered in themſelves, excite only admi- 


ration and aſtoniſhment: but we love hint - 


for his goodneſs, wiſdom, and merey, and 


theſe lovely and attracting attributes are in 
their nature imitable in different degrees by 


moral beings. Their poſſeſſion, in à certain 
meaſure, conſtituted, originally, the i image of 


God in the heart of man, before bis fall; and 
their reſtoration will, one day, renew that | 


. image, 


It 


menſity. Theſe ſublime perſections, when 
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image, through the. divine. power of tranſ- | 
ſim Sa and make it approach more 


and more ee e ee e 
ages. 


r 

2. Great alſo, in the frond is] is oy in. . 
3 and importance of the love of God in 
rendering all the divine laws lacred to che 
heart, and forming, thus, the ſalutary prigciple 
and habit of a.univerſal obedience. It is one | 
of the immediate effects of love to unite wille; 
and though there may be exceptions to this 
rule among men, there can be none applicable 
0 the love of God, A his ll en 


2 


855 che beſt of "Boba? the 1 | 


of his providential . goodneſs. and redeeming. 
mercy have excited ſuitable ſentiments. of 


. gratitude, hope, and confidence in him, this 


muſt produce, in the nature of the thing, a 
bleſſed harmony between our will and his, 
wherever his deſigns and intentions are ma- 
nifeſted. The true Chriſtian will ſay, from a 

habit of harmony with the will of his Creator, 
_ "Thy will be done upon earth, as it is in heaven. 
Andas love excites this cordial deſire, that the 
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duce . 


1 
* * 
7 ” 


CA, 


DISCOURSE xvl. 116 


duce a powerful inclination to obey it upon 


every call of duty. It will aſſume a com- 
manding power over our actions, and bend 
them gently to the dominion of the great and 
good Being, whom we love and revere. 
Every law, which bears the ſtamp of his au- 


thority, however painful it may be to a cor- 

rupt taſte, or to an irregular paſſion, will be 
_ and a view to the. approbation of 
him, - whoſe favour is better than life, will for- 
tify the ſoul againſt the power of temptations 
from without, and the influence of irregular 


the Chriſtian 70 cut f a right hand, and to 


Pluck out a right eye; it will give vigour to 


his active powers, and make him capable 


benefits received, and his tranſporting hopes 


of bleſſings to come, will diminiſh whatſoever 


is difficult and painful to a corrupt nature in 


@ courſe of obedience. Theſe views and 
theſe impreſſions. will prevent any exception 
in favour. of a predominant paſſion. They 
" make the NEO mind feel tis beauti- 
ful 
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paſſions from within. Thus love will enable 


of the nobleſt efforts in the ſervice of his God. 
His impreſſions of the excellence and benig- 
nity of the great Being, his grateful views of 
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fl and laleparable connexion tht thebe lo 
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to un obedience univerſal in its extent, the ex- 
dellence of this pious affection is farther dif- 
Played by its influence on the ature of this 
obedience. For it renders obedience volun- 


tury and cheerfur, the pleaſing ſervice ef 'k 


Happy child and a reſpectful ſervant, and not 
the forced ſacrifice of an unwilling and ter- 
ned Nlave. O'bow 7 love thy law! it is ny 
meditation” all the'day. The flatutes of the Lord 
are Fipht, rejoicing the heart. Nor is it ſur- 

 prifing that the love of God, where it truly 
öbecdience pure in its principle, and cheerful 
in its progreſs and perſeverance, For ſince 
this noble affection purifies the moral and 
Serbe tie by a frequent contemplation of 


me divine 1 by this br ena 


ſtance it 


which is ebe Sine it excites 4 defire to 


pleaſe the great and venerable Being, whom 


we love, it muſt produce a co: and 
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inſtarice of duty, when we conſider” than 5s | 7 
the: means of obtaining his approbation a 
favoiir. And, finally, as the love of God im- 
proves and invigorates the love of mankind; 
ſo does it, by a direct conſequence, render 
the duties of juſtice, equity, compaſſion, and 
benevolence, towards our brethren and fellow= = = 
members of God's great family, more pure 
. an, more downs, uber e 
their exereiſe. 


ä 6E Gol elfiniaths in ſome 
e e obeSiiace of the Chiao 2 
that of the angels, who are repreſented in 
 feriptare as rejoicing to perform the com- 
mands of their king, and to do bir pleaſure. —_— 
It not only whites all the virtues under it: 
comprehenſive influence, but alſo adds ne 2 % 
pleaſure to their purſuit, from the conſider -k; 
ation of the great and good Being, -under - © 
whoſe eye they are prattiſed ; and thus, alu. 
it gives ſtability and perſeverance” to obe= 
dience ; for love never faileth; uniting te 
nohleſt and the moſt ingenuous pleaſure with ..” x 
obedience, it overpowers every motive 9 1 

rebellion or apoſtaſy. While obedience is' BEES. 
founded on terror alone, it is precarious and 
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guiſh, which can only produce an involun- 
tary ſubmiſſion. As a beginning, it may be 
a- uſeful reſtraint to thoſe whom nobler mo- 


tives cannot touch; but as long as fear is not 


ſoftened by love, nor modified by thoſe gene- 


rous feelings,of veneration and awful: regard 


which are due to the greateſt and beſt, of 


| 'Beings, / it oppreſles the heart, deſtroys all in- 


ward peace and ſelf-enjoyment, and is a bur - 
den which the mind ĩs unable to bear for any 


length of time. It therefore frequently hap- 
pens among men, that, when the terrors of an 
alarmed conſcience are not mitigated by 

ankle and edi * hey ne 4 


ian In order, e, 60. our 
obedience ſtable, pleaſure. muſt be its compa- 


nion, and love its principle: ſo unſpeakable 
is che importance, and ſo Gi aſe oo 


fluence of the love of God, : MED 


4. We may obſerve farther, that as "this | 


„ide affeQion is of the higheſt importance 
OM nouriſhing the love of mankind, and all 


other Chriſtian virtues, ſo is it in itſelf and its 
- humediate mn an eee ſource of 


ee 
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"Pleaſure, and ſelf-enjoyment. It is the moſt 
plesſing of all the affections, as the oppoſite 
feelings of malignity and hatred are the moſt 
painful. It ſweetens the frame and temper of 
the mind, and, when excited by an object ſo 
venerahle and benevolent as the Being who 
poſſeſſes all perfections, it diffuſes a happy ſe- 
renity in the mind, and that anticipating hope, 
ꝛbich entereth within: the vail, that covers our 
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ſucceeding ſtation in the kingdom of God 


The pleaſure, indeed, which immediately re- ; 1 


ſults from the exerciſe of love to God, is a 


matter of feeling, rather than of deſcription, 
and no words will cogvey an adequate notion 
of it to the underſtanding of thoſe, whoſe 


| hearts have not felt its influence. ; The good 


man enjoys it in his own contented mind, and, 


in the very nature of this pleaſure, he has 
conſcious: proofs that it has ſure foundations, 


and ſhall endure for ever. In the judgment 


of the unthinking mockers at religion, he 


may paſs for an enthuſiaſt; but if they coulg 5 


conceive the calm and exalted 
the love of God ſheds through his "heart,— 
how it raiſes him above the impotence of 
their NOS and the wretchedneſs of their 
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millery. how it oſten turns his indignation 
Into compaſſion at'a view of the {alicitythey 
 thandon, and'the means of wu ard ie 
ent, which they trample under foot, 
| Mis woulda leaſt reduee them. to ſilence. 
F. As this divine principle is immediately | 
| urs] in-its exerciſe, ſo is-it a rich ſource 
of conſolation in all the painful events and 
mene life. All theſe are, to the good 
man, the diſpenſations of ſovereign wiſdom, 


his comprehenſion, the deſigns of Supreme 
goodneſs, and this conſideration will inſpire 
a a placid ſubmiſſion to the ways of Him, who 
ddes ue afflict willingly. Thus love ſende 
many rays of light and conſolation through 
| the, gloom of adverſity, and its gentle, but 
ene WWE: th extends where the world 
and its reſources are but miſcrable comforters, 
. And if it opens a ſoutce of comfort in the de- 
Jeciing events of time; it is alſo a powerful 
Preſervative againſt the anxious fears of eter 
nity. It does not, indeed, remove à filial! 
fear of offending our Heavenly Father: —on | 
the | contrary, it produces and novriſhes this 
nes, WAKER IH: its confluit; aan 
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+ ant in the Chriſtian? s heart. Nor doen itres 8 
move a certain ſolicitude about our eternal 9 
| intereſts; for this is naggally ſuggeſted b 
an humble ſenſe of our intirmities, and thi 
vaſt importance of a happy concluſion to our = 

| Rate of trial. There is alſo ſtill a folemn awe © © 2 
which ſtrikes the mind, yhen it contemplates | 

in God the righteous Judge and Governor 

of the world; and this awe is proper to tem- 

per love and prevent its degenerating into a- 
ſanguine and familiar confidence or a pre- 1 
ſumptuous ſecurity. But in proportion aa i 
our love to God inereaſes and brings forth its f 
proper fruits, it will proportionably remove 

from our ſolicitude and awe every thing wic 
is adapted to diſturb our tranquillity. It will! 
preſerve us from the ſervile fear of death, 0 
and prepare ve to pak through er e 
without diſmay. 8 

ZSuch then is the ;nexpreſile py: | | 

of the love of God, both with reſpect to our 8 — 

preſent comfort and our future hopes. {Dub . 2. 

this affection, like all the other Chriſtian vir 

ues, is poſſeſſed in very different degrees; ans 1 

it is only in proportion as we cultivate and * + 

INDE Wee 3. oor tharochs moaris-of | 


* 


. 2 4 


"I of means, in order to bring this ingenuous 


11 paſſion and fancy. There are, indeed, per- 


; TR to true picty; but their abuſes be to them- 


32⁰ 5 pts 0 6 UR 8 E N. : © EE 
grace, "that it will give us peace, Joy, and af 4 
| ſubance for ever. The Chriſtian wh pot 
ſeſſes it, even in a low degree, ought not to be 
diſcouraged, if be lover 'the Lord bir God in 
ſincerity, and is earneſtly diligent, in the uſe 


"arid pious affection to ſtill greater degrees of 
ſtability and elevation. But how many bear 
the Chriſtian name, the name of that God 
who davelleth in love, and yet ſeem to be 
ſtrangers to the power and efficacy, and con- 
ſequently to the fruits and comforts of this 
noble affection? From the whole tenour of 
our Diſcourſes on this ſubject. you will eaſily | 
| perceive that we are very far from recom- 
mending an enthuſiaftic ſpirit or thoſe ecflatic . 
raptures, which have no foundation but in N 


Tons who give theſe opprohrious names even 


| ſelves: we have here been recommending giv 
that love of the Supreme Being, which is con- 
| ſiſtent with the pureſt reaſon and the moſt 
1 ſoundneſs of mind which is founded 
on the moſt ſolid principles and the moſt in · 
e a relations—which is neceſſary to our 
"comfon 
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comfort arid tranquillity in this Wied kid 


tranſitory ſtate, and to our hope, in the ap- 
proack of a future and awful ſcene ; which 


WY" Veins" forth fru of vittde Bere, and 


crown them with high degrees of improve- | 


ment and felicity hereafter. . If the perfections 
of God are che ſublime ſoutce of every thing 
chat is preat, excellent, and lovely—if his re- 
lations to us, as our Creator, benefactor, and, 
in Chriſt Jeſus, our merciful Redeemer, are as 
real as the moſt intimate relations in human 
fe can be— then furely not to love ſuch a 
Being muſt ſhew a very great and unnatural 
depravity of mind. 


Let us, then, avoid every chin ng that 4 bir * 


tendency to oppoſe the riſe and progreſs of 


this amiable and elevated aſſection in dur 


hearts: let ds ever retain; a proper ſenſe of its 
hight importance, as the great and fruitful 
principle of all religion and virtue, which 


gives to all the Chriſtian graces their ſtability _ | 


and perfection; and let this conſideration en- 
gage us to employ all the means of grace, with 


Which we are furniſhed, to noutiſh within us 


the delightful fatntcits: of benennen and 


* im & 2 
* 2 w_ — -- — 
IL ZE AR 

Fr CRORE 


* 
* „ 
. « 
1 
ö i = 
\ — * w Al . 
— r wk —— — 
< . 2 — Y 23 SI ASBI. I £2 2 
of 4 * 2 "as E I”. "y 
_ - SI * 4 © 14 © Wt ——— 
> og” On — 
EFA 


| . 5 
prehends. 


=. 
— 
= | 
4 
9 = - 
* + 
* . 
— — . 
r 


322 DISCOURSE. XVI. 
ode, - More. eſpecially let us 8 as 
much as poſſible, connexions with the lcen· 
tious and profane, keep within the proper 
"74 bounds. our ſenſual appetites, and our natural 
attachment to the pleaſures and enjoyments of 
a preſent tranſitory world. All theſe; have A 
tendency to corrupt that religious and moral 
taſte, whoſe purity is ſo eſſential to the growth 
of the love of God in the ſoul, and which 
renders | it an acceptable oblation to its ador- 
able object. On the other hand, let private 
meditation and public worſhip, the ordinances 
; of religion; and the events of Providence, be 
all employed to nouriſh and confirm our com- 
munion with the ie 955 . e And e 
all things, Fr 
Laſily, "gh us 0 and eſtimate the Ga. 
cerity and extent of our love to God, by its 
ſulutary fruits in our lives and converſations; 
more particularly, by its influence in the go- 
vernment of our irregular paſſions ; by: the 
ſuccour it affords us in the hour of tempta- 
tion, and the ſupport it communicates in the 
time of trial; by the reſignation, with which 
it calms the mind, in the dark ſeaſons of af- 
flliction; and the humble fortitude it inſpires, 
; , / in 
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lo the proſpect or approach of death and judg⸗ 
ment. It is by theſe deciſive marks that we 
ſhall be enabled to judge truly of the reality of 
our love to the beſt of Beings. 


Tou may ſee, from all that has been hither | 
ſaid concerning the nature and influence of the 


love of God, that religious principle is the only 
true and effectual ſupport of moral virtue. An 


paſſes daily before our eyes, in human life, 


will convince us of this important truth. 


The deeline of religious principle, of genuine 
and fervent piety, is the object of a general 


complaint; and the proportionable decline of 


morals and wiſdom, in the conduct of life, is 
equally notorious. In eſſect, it is the love of 


God alone that can effectually engage us to 


make conſcience of every moral duty. 


It has been maintained by ſome, who Pas | 
ſiderately erect ſyſtems of virtue, independent | 
on religion, that moral virtue, viewed in it- 


ſelf, is a lovely form, which beautifies the 
human character, and is, by the internal joy 
it produces, its own immediate reward. But 
why ſeparate. virtue from God, who is-its 
etage and only ſource? This is n 
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attentive and ſerious conſideration of What 
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ile eien of: Mig Wen ue M0 
the eſſect from its cauſe. The moral perfec- 
tiohs of the Deity, his goodneſs, mercy, 


righteouſneſs, and truth, are the great models 


of every thing that is virtuous and worthy in 
a human character; and therefore the con- 


templation of him, as the benevolent and 


holy Governor of the world, gives a peculiar 
authority and force to that inward ſenſe of 
moral obligation which was originally im- 
planted in the mind of man. Beſides, the 
beauty and excellence of moral virtue can 
never have ſuch a commanding influence upon 
eonduct, as when we. confider it as the image 
of the great and good Creator of the world— 

the object of his approbation—the law and 
| Ratute of his ſpiritual and eternal kingdom, 
which bears the ſublime charaQters of his 
benevolent, but alſo venerable and awful 
authority. This will give a ngw acceſſion of 
influence to the things that are true, juſt, lovely, 
and of good report, and animate us to run be 


way of bis cummandmentt with enlarged and 
willing hearts. A ſubmiſſion to God's au- 


thority, a ſenſe of his paternal and redeeming 
love; and a grateful return of love to him; 
. ... , _ thale 


DISCOURSE XVI. 325 


theſe arb the principles and affeQions which, 
ſeebnded by his divine ſuceours, will power- 
fully and effeually influence us in every | 
branch and inſtance of duty. 

To conclude: —Letus feel how happyathing 
ic is t& ee under the empire of a Being, 
who; though unbounded in power, founds his 
ſupreme authority in goodneſs and wiſdom, 
and demands obedience from the ingenuous 
principles of veneration and love. Theſe 
ſweeten ſubmiſſion, and render the obedience 
of the true Chriſtian the cheerful oblation of a 
willing heart. If he feels that religious awe 
which is excited by the aſpect of the Supreme 
and Righteous Judge, yet the permanent af- 
fection of his heart is the love of the reconciled 
and propitious Benefactor. The Lord reign- 
eth, let the earth rejoice, is the conſtant lan- 
guage of his heart; and the ſublime declara- 
tion of the Apoſtle, that God is love, is the 
predominant motive to his obedience. Thus, 
in the goodneſs of the Divine nature, and the 
mercies of his covenant, the Chriſtian's hope 
becomes triumphant, and he ſees the terrors 
of God's tribunal diminiſh, in proportion as his 
love of the beſt of Beings grows more ardent 
9 8 3 8 and 
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and. babigusl. But even goodneſs had mercy 

will always be, in a certain ſenſe, awful to his 
- _ reſpeQtfullove; he will fear the goodneſs of his 
| Heavenly Father, and love the authority of 
his Righteous Judge; and there is no mo- 

ment in which he will guard his heart with 
more circumſpeQion againſt the ſeduction of 


fo, than in that in which he enjoys the moſt 
unclouded proſpect of the mercy of his God, 
: > { 
| 
_ 


We HE OS 
* 


Ps ALM viii. 3, 4- Re 
WHEN 1 CONSIDER THY HEAVENS, THE 
_ 'WORK or THY FINGERS; THE MOON 
| AND THE. STARS, WHICH THOU. HAST 
ORDAINED; WHAT IS MAN, THAT, THOU 
ART MINDFUL OF HIM, OR THE so OF 


MAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HIM? 


12 frame of mind in r theſe ends 
were pronounced by the royal Plalmiſt, 
the objects that occaſioned them, and the feel- 
ings and ' ſentiments they imply, are worthy 
of peculiar attention. He had been contem- 


plating the ſublime ſpeQacle of nature, which | 
is ſo often beheld, without either reflexion, 
admiration, or delight, by a multitude of un- 
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2 thinking , mortals. The ſtarry . and 
the moon, ſhedding her mild beams from an 
unclouded ſky, had probably carried up his 
thoughts, during the ſolemn ſilence of the 
night, to the Being whom Nature proclaims 
as her author, and but imperfectly repreſents 
in unnumbered worlds. Tranſported with 
aſtoniſhment and delight by the contempla- 


tion of this magnificent ſcene, ſo diverſified 


and ſo affecting by its beauty and grandeur, 
and ſending forward his imagination into the 
immenſity of the works of God, he caſts 
back a'deep reftexion upon | himſelf. In this 


review, tw different aſpects of human nature | 
ptefent thetnſelves to his mind. On the one 


Hand, his Pride vaniſhes; and, to aſtoniſhed . 
imagination, his ; body appears as an atom in 


infinite Tpace, and his exiſtence as a moment 
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riſe, What, it 


many that thou art mindful La e 1 
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S. vide fiſt-phee, endeavour to prevent or re- 


- Ta-Gfeourving from theſe words we all. 


move the erroneous ideas which, when ſu- 
perficially viewed, they may be adapted ta 
excite. 

20x. We ſhall conſider the falta” 
which may be ſuppoſed to have eee 
mind of the Plalmiſt, when he uttered them, 


in ſuch a pathetie eee 


of pious contemplation. 

I. It is not to be ſuppoſed Hes Mi ol 
of our text were ſpoken. to the diſadvantage. 
of human nature in general, This could: not 


have been the deſign. of che Plalmiſt, ſince, in- 


the verſe following, man. is repreſented; as: 


Theſe. words, it. is true, have been, by ſome; 


terpretation of. them, and they are. certainly. 
applicable, in a, literal ſenſe, to. human. nature. 
in general, For if man, by his material frame, 
is connected with, the animal world, he alſo, 


ſtands connected, in the great, ſcale, with ans. | 


gelic natures, by his intellectual and moral 
333 powers. 
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made hut 9./ittle lower than the angels, and as. - 
crowned | with Elurg, honour, and dominiam. 


. 
. . 


applied, in a prophetical ſenſe, to the-Son of. f 
God.; but this is, rather, an overſtrained in- 
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powers. When we . him as made ca- 
pable of contemplating the works and per- 
fections of his Creator, formed with the inex- 
_ tinguiſhable ſenſe of good and evil, and en- 
dowed with the ſublime gift of immortality, 
ve catinot but obſerve in his original conſti- 
tution evident characters of elevation and 
+ dignity.” And if we conſider, moreover, his 

 rank'and deſtination, as they are pointed out 


in the goſpel, we ſee there human nature, 


| | fallen and corrupt as it is, enrighed with bigh 
_ privileges and promiſes. For there we ſee 


the Son of God deſcending. from beaven, and 


dying upon the eroſs, that he might ſave man, 
and raiſe human nature renewed and ſanctified 
| to; eternal life and happineſs. It was not 


therefore to caſt a reproach on that nature 


that the Pſalmiſt ſaid, What is _ ___ thou | 


art mindful of bim | 
- It would ſeem, at firſt ſight, chat the Phlm- 
iſt, in this ejaculation, places human nature, 


in a comparative view, with the heavens and 


their ſhining hoſts, which were at this moment 
the objects of his contemplation and wonder. 
And there is, indeed, ſomething amazingly 


TL 6 He 8 
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. bur, as tlie celeſtial bodies appear to us, they e 
exhibit only diſplays of material beauty and 


grandeur, and, in this point of view, are in⸗ 

ferior i in rank to a claſs of beings, whoſe efſen® h 
al nature is ſpiritual, intelligent, moral; and  . 
imm The moral creation in all its ranks _ 
and ee is, without doubt, the nobleſt 
work of God. In Nature's faireſt forms, in _ 

her moſt graceful and majeſtic aſpects, there | 
is no beauty equal to that of a good moral 3 oo 1 
| character no ſpecies of harmony and order oy 
to be compared with that which reigns in the - 
ſentiments, affeQions, and habits of a'virtuous —* 
mind. The light of truth is more pleaſing - 
than the luſtre of the ſtars; and the benignant 9 
influence of the ſun, which enlivens univerſal f 
nature, is much inferior, in its kind, to the | 
ſweet influence of thoſe benevolent affeQions, Ha 
which draw upon the beneficent the bleſſing os 
him that was ready 10 periſh, and cauſe be 
widows heart to fing for joy. The queſtion, 
therefore, of the Pſalmiſt was not intended to 
_ diminiſh or undervalue the excellence of man, | 
. by comparing him with thoſe celeſtial bodies, 
| which ſhine in the firmament and declare the 
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pb And ſhould it be ſuppoſed (as doubtleſs is 

3 the caſe). that many of theſe ſhining worlds 
i above us are inhabited by various orders of 
5 beings, in compariſon with whom man 


+ lor rank in the univerſe,— hat follows? 

It does not follow, that the human ſpecies, 

| However inferior to theſe exalted beings, 
ds therefore below the paternal regard of 
their Creator. Unphiloſophical and even 
= — _ childiſh: was the notion of Epicurus, that it 
wh was below the dignity and incompatible with 
the: pleaſures. of the Gods to give any atten- 
tion to human affairs; and this ſtupid: lan- 
| gunge has been more or leſs adopted by too 
. many pretended. ſages in more enlightened 
a times. In effect, when God ſays, by the 
mouth of his prophet; the heaven is my throne, 

aud the: earth is my. foviflool—yet io him tuill I 

lack, even to the man who-is of an humble and 

_ eartrite: heart; many. look upon this doQrine 

FED, with a ſtupid kind of aſtoniſhment, which im- 
perceptibly degenerates into doubt and un- 
belief. But it is eaſy to perceive the ſource 

_ of- their deluſion. They take their ideas of 
the Divinity from the characters gf inddlent 
or faſtidious greatneſs among:men;; and it is 
2 133 ©: ' not 
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not ſupriſing to find chem drawing difalting 
conſequences from ſuch an abſurd compariſon. 
If it was no diminution of the greatneſs of the 
Creator to form various ranks and orden off 
Being, it cannot be ſuch to extend his conde» | 
ſcending benignity and care to them all. on 
the contrary, it is in this that the greatneſs: of 


the Deity is truly manifeſted, that his: provi- 
dential care extends to all, and that his: good« 


neſs. opens ite paternal hand to every thing! 
that lives. Beſides, what idea remains of 
greatneſs, if goodneſs, and benignity be re- 
moved from it? none but that of ſenſeleſa 
oſtentation or terrifying power: and ſurely; 
theſe are not the characters of a perfect being. 
Nay, even in our ideas of human grandeur— 
where they are juſt and accurate, condeſcends: 
ing goodneſs is ſo far from being à defect, 
that it gives power the true character of great: 


neſs. The monarch who, without negle&ing: 


the more weighty and important objects of! 
government, extended his beneficent regards 
to the cottage of the poor, inftead:: of dim 
niſtuing his glory, would add a news luſtre tus 
his diadem, and complete the character af geo 
nuine majeſty. Rn the ſun.is nag: 
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diſhonoured by its ſhining upon the inſe&- as 
well as upon the monarch ; it is this which 
8 its glory and 55 it a precious 
mage of the benignity of its maker. And 
ſhould the timorous creature fear its being 
” overlodked: in the immenſity of the works of 
God—this idea would be as diſhonourable to 
-the omnipreſence of God. as the former ſup- 
poſition is to his goodneſs. . If it is in the na- 
ture of perfect goodneſs to be univerſal in its 
operations; it is in the nature of the Omnipre- 
ſent Being that nothing can eſcape his inſpec- 
tion — and it is in the nature of the Omniſcient 
and Omnipotent Being, that no variety . of, 
ohjects can embarraſs his attention. The ac- 
tivity of limited and imperfect beings is fa- 
| tigued and perplexed by an application to 
many things at the ſame time, therefore they 
are obliged: to negle& ſmaller objects, and to 
cynfine their attention to thoſe which are moſt 
important: But this is not the caſe. of the 
Being, who comprehends, peryades, ſuſtains, 
aud governs all beings and all things by one wo 
Eternal act of his omnipotent will. Great atte 
aa ile are meaſures, xelative to the coneep- * 
tions and: powers of imperfect 'ckeatures 3: 
Pwozogih 7 they 
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they have no relation to the energy and ope- 


rations of him to whom immenſity and om- 


phet ) ite nations are as a drop in the. 
und are cpunted as the ſinall duft of the balances 
All-natiohs are before him as nothing, and they 
are counted to him 45 thes e, gs _ 
* eee ry 

But if, by nao: als Platt, ie. 


bim with other parts of the viſible creation, 
nor to intimate an apprehenſion of his being 
neglected by providential goodneſs, or over- 
logked in the immenſity of the Divine works; 
wit: were tlie ſentiments which may be ſup- 
poſed to have paſſed in his mind, when he 
uttered, in ſuch a pathetic manner, the words 
before us. Mbal is man, that thou art mindfut 


of bim, and the Son Man that thou wiſiteſt. 
bim; This we come now to Oe in the 
IId head of this Diſcourſe. 5225151 
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was not meant to leſſen man by comparing 
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grandeur of the firmament, caſting a penſi ve 
thought on the weak ſide of human nature, 


and then riſing to a view of its exalted pri- 
us placed at the head of the viſible 


- "ercation, in this part of the works of Gock 


This mixed aſpect, theſe contraſting views of 

human nature produce effuſions of humility 

= admiration, which ſeem to be the feelings 

expteſſed in that pathetic exclamation of our 
text Mbat it man, that thou: art mindful of 
him; and the Son f * that thou vifiteft 

„ 

. iſt, The Plalmiſ Sha the'weak 


| ide of humanity, and expreſſes his ſenſe-of it 


in that mortifying queſtion, What ir nan? 


| Far notwithſtanding the dignity of human 
niuture in its primitive ſtate, aud the capacity 


which it ſtill retains of riſing through: goſpel 


grate to felicity and perfection, yet, conſidered 
in his actual ſtate, as à fallen and corrupt 


creature, man exhibits humbling inſtances of 


weakneſo, indigence, imperfection, and miſery. 
His bodily fr dm is ſubject to diſſolution and 
decay from a thouſand accidents, and carries 


in it the principles of its deſtruction: He co- 
nb ap at @ flower, and ir cut dium —be fiecth 
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. eee as'a tale that ir 
toll. During this tranſitory paſſage to an un- 


altogether ' vathity.. He is compaſſed about 


difficulties he is hurried, different ways, by 
his paſſions he wanders in errors and thif- 


he is a ſinful and degenerate etreature: We 


ſee his mind often' eſtranged from the hows = 


ledge; and his heart frotn the love of his Creu- 
tor; His actions are often irregtllar, his affec- 
tions miſplaced; his faculties diſordered, his 


talents-perverted or neglected. How often 


doth he behold the Heavens extetided over his 


head, the ſtars in their courſes; declaring the 
glory of their Maker and nature; pouting in 


upon hm diſpldys of the preſence, power; and 


| zoodnels of God, and yet how often does he 
behokl theſe-wonders with inattefition 6f fits 
"Ou RR 3 
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known region; his ſtrength is little more than 
weakneſs his purſuits are mingled with ſor. | 
row and diſappointment, and his beſt eftate is 
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with | infirmities—he is beſet with pain and* 
ſickneſs—he is perplexed with doubts and 


takes and his few days are full of labour and 
trouble. As to his moral conduct what is he? 
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their abuſes, and deſperately trample upon the 
meèans of grace and reformation.) What is 
man then in theſe views of human nature? 
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| Wodker aviliclittle foliciroustooktzinthifonpur 


of that glorious Being, whoſe favour and pro- 


teRtion are ſo eſſential to his great, permanent, 
and eternal intereſts. With reſpect to the uſe 


of the means of improvement and ſanctifica- 

tion, what is man? how often do we ſee him 
perverſe and ſtubborn in an unhappy degree ? 
diſobedient to the calls of reaſon, ſtruggling 


againſt the checks of conſcience, deaf to the 
admonitions of Providence, the invitations. of 
mercy, and the calls of God's word not to 


be influenced by promiſes or threateninge, by 


a-ſenfe; of duty or intereſt, by preſent enjoy- 
ments and ſufferings, ot by the proſpect of 
greater to geme; unmindful of his greateſt 
BenefaQor, and forgetful of all his benefits ! 
What is man then, in this view of human 
nature? It is ſurely an humbling view to 
every one of us, as far as e are reſpectively 


the beſt, when they reflect with, candour on 
their infirmities and failings but it is» full of 
terror to the imponitent, who perſevere in 


* 
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And this is the being of whom # bountiful- 
Providence is mindful from day to day from 
moment to moment and whom he con- 


ſtantly viſits by the marks of his bounty the | 


means of his grace, and the offers of his di- 
recting wiſdom. This is the being whom he 


has made but à itle lower than the angel.— 
crotoneil with. glory and honour and malle 1⁰ * 


have dominion over the works of bir hands 
and'who; by his vices and paſſions, excites in 


that globe in which he has dominion,” ſcenes 


1 


of diſorder, deſolation, and miſery. This is 
that being, for whoſe uſe the earth produces 


its fruits—for- whoſe comfort and preſerva- 


tion the moon is appointed for feafons and the 
ſun Ino toetbh bis Fung down! This is the 
being, whom an intelligent nature, noble fa- 
culties, and an immortal dutation, raiſe to a 
connexion with ungelie natufes—whons the 


Son of God came HS from heaven to fanc- 


tify and ſave,” and to whom is held forth,” in 
the promiſes of God, the offer of an imberitance 


incorflptible, uhu, and that adi not 
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When we conſider the Rate of human na- | 


ture under this ee: Oh view of the eor- 
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- ruption, / infirmities, talents, ; privileges, and 
proſpecta af man, ſhall we not adopt the lan- 


guage of the Pfſalmiſt. and ſay, What is man, 
 thgt' they art mindſul of him? Let us fay this 


with profound bumjlizy; but let us ſay it alſo 
with pious qamiration. 

I. There is eee 0 
"excite humility as that which is preſented to us 
in the words of our text. The contemplation 
of the ſtarry heavens-of thoſe unnumbered 
worlds that xall over aur headg—the view of 

he ſmall ſpat we occupy in che immenſity of 
the Divine works, while innumerable orders 
Fephim, fill more exalted ſtations in the vaſt 
univerſe 3 all this is proper ta give us hum- 


E 


© © ation, of, our geaſonable nature, as ſuſceptible 


of high degrees of felieity and perfection, and 


af the incftimable privileges with which we 
we enriched by qur goſpel vocation, be adapt- 
cen to excite. a certain ſenſe. of dignity, and a 
erin ele auen of mind, yet an impartial 
conſideration of the manner in-which we have 
. Improved, this nature, ang theſe. privileges, 
** turn our * . Great ad- 
Vantages, 
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Auge tarniſhed by multiplied fallicigs and 
bp muſt ſuppreſs every motion of pride, 
and engage the being, whom God hath made 
but alittle leawer than the angels, to tall out, in 
the candid language of the contrite Publican, 
Lord, be merciful to me a finner. 
But, ſecondly, this humility will be raiſed. 
into admiration, when we repreſent to our- 
ſelves the Being, whoſe greatneſs and majeſty 
the heavens themſelves but feebly repreſent; 
as mindful of us, and viſiting us conſtantly by 
the . paternal diſplays of his providence and 
grace. This condeſcenſion and goodneſs 
carry markg of excellence and grandeur which 
muſt excite the higheſt admiration, and make 
the Supreme Majeſty of Heaven appear in the | 
moſt venerable and delightful aſpect to man, 
Will God in very deed dwell with man up - _ 
carth ? However natural it may be to God, it 
cannot but be a moſt amazing and rejoicing - 
thought to us to conſider the Being, who fills 
immenſity, as mindful of nun; and not only 
extending to him his providential care, but 
graciouſſy offering to deliver him from his cor- 
ruption, to comfort him in his infirmities and 
to direct his courſe h human life, fo eo 7 


10 


2 


. 
= . . 
2 by FIT Ws 
= — 5 
” . * * * = — - » 
OO LO Bn OED EONS W K API as I Neue, LOTT 3 wu 8 
8 * 5 a * 4 — "I 1 = «+, * * 
R eee. | — * LAT. 8 W 725 * 76. — — 
. * _ G 4 a; 8 Ser 2 >. l . 28 De 2 = i 
2 * jug. — 1 4 £ © 7 * N bibs CE * 2 2 * — * > — l — — — 


1 


* o 
— — 
Sc _— 


— * * * 
—ͤ— L — 
—— 8 — 


342 DISCOURSE. XVII. 
to abs ul events turn, in Ahe iure e bia im- 
provement and felicity. All theſe ideas enter 
into that queſtion of the Pſalmiſt, What is man, 
that thou aft thus mindful of bim? And this 
view of the Supreme Being by connecting 
the world with its Author, and man with his 
God, is truly delightful indeed, and wonder̃- 
ful. It is this view of the Almighty. that 
gives dignity and conſiſtence to the ſtate of 
man; which would be, otherwiſe, little better 
than a viſionary ſcene of unſubſtantial enjoy- 
ment and real pain: and upon this view, as 
on a ſolid baſis, is founded that ſpirit of piety, 
or religious principle, which is of the higheſt 
conſequence to the comfort and happinsſs of 
human life. It is certain that the world itſelf, 
and all the objects that contribute to our com- 
fort and enjoyment in our paſſage through it, 
muſt be ſeen; by the religious man, in à very 
different light from that in which they appear 
to thoſe who live without God in the: world ; 
that is, without a proper attention to the per- 
fections, government, and providential care 
of the great Being, who is mindſul of man, 
and on whom the eyes of all things wait. In 
effect, how many » ma of enjoyment are 
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loſt to the latter; in the contemplation of the 
world in which they live, in the confideration 
of their relations and connexions a human 
life, and in the Any, wn ow there fur re lot we 
deſtination ! DEAE | 
I. With ey to che viſible or material 
world, what an elevated pleaſure, ſimilar to 
that of the Pſalmift in our text, muſt ariſe i in 
the religious mind, vrhen it contemplates the 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs which are diſ- 
played in the earth, and in the vault of 
heaven, with ſuch beauty and magnificence! 
But it is the religious mind alone which en- 
joys ibis pleaſure truly and fully; becauſe it 
ariſes from the grand effects to the wonderful 
cauſe, and ſees in that cauſe the gracious and 
benevolent Being who is mindful of man. The 
mechanical ſophiſtry of the atheiſt,” and even 
the gloomy doubtings of the ſceptic, tarniſh 
the beauty of nature, and leave the mind dark, | 
anxious, and uncomfortable, amidſt all its 
charms; nor does the merely nominal profeſſor: | 
of religion, who meditates little upon the Di- 
vine perfections and government, ſee the world 
in a much better light. He ſcarcely derives 
any higher N 70.” it, than as it con- 
tribute 


* 
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tributes to the ſupport of animal life, and th 


Maker: he obſerves the benign ; 
the Almighty, warming in the fun, refreſhing 
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gratification of his external ſenſes, This ia 
not the caſe of the religious. man: he con- 


ders theheavens as declaring the glory of the 


Lord, and the earth as full of the e af its 
influetce of 


in the air, glowing in the ſtars, and diffuſing 
life, intelligence, and well-being, in various 


degrees, through his univerſal empire. Theſe 


views excite veneration and a pleaſing kind of 
aſtoniſhment ; they nouriſh gratitude, hope, 


and confidence, and thus produce the moſt 
e een ef bn 


0 


Secondly, Conſider the e views 
which the religious man, and the man who 


ves without God in the world, muſt have, re- 


ſpectively, of their exiſtence and condition in 


this preſent ſtate. The former, ſeeing God 


ig all things, looks up to him, in nature, as a 
protector, and in redemption and 


Seer as a father and a friend. He views his 


preſent ſtate as a ſcene. of infancy and trial; 
and even. its evils and pains as the diſpenſa- 


Oy id goodneſs, for the 
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diſorder, In this friendly aſpect of nature and 


grace he humbly acquieſces, and even goes 
on his way rejoicing in expectation and 


principles, theſe comforting views are un- 
known, He is, as it were, in a, fatherleſs 
world, with no ſecurity for the continuance of 
his enjoyments, and no reſource, when they 
are ſucceeded, in the inſtability of external 


things, by diſappointment and ſorrow. Little 
accuſtomed to exerciſe and nouriſh his faith in 


that ſupreme goodneſs, wiſdom, and power, 
which are the ſtable foundations of hope and 


confidence, he aſcribes the evils he ſuffers to 


accidental cauſes, which, inſtead of alleviating 
exaſperate their pains; and he is deprived of 
the conſolation and ſupport which ariſe from a 


perſuaſion, that the great Being, wha .. FN 


menſity, is mindful of man. 
Conſider, thirdly, how peculiarly intereſt- 
ing ſociety, friendſhip, and domeſtic relations 


are rendered by religious views—by the con- = 


ſideration, that God is mindful of man. When 


latives, as. the nel one Supreme Fa- 


exerciſe of virtue, and the correction of moral 


But to the man who is deſtitute of religious 


rent, 
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345 DISCOURSE xvn 
Tent, as fellow-members with him of the great 
family of God, this point of view renders, 
furely, the ties of nature ſtill more tender; 
te bonds bf friendſhip more intereſting and 
delicious; the feelings of humanity ſtill more 
kberal and extenſive. In this point of view, 
5 the good man conſiders his connexions with 
* the” righteous” as immortal. There is no 
__ worthy and eminent character, with whom 
ke has converſed, or whoſe virtues have been 
recorded in hiſtory, whom he may not hope 
3 to meet, one day, in that paternal and ro 
Er tial bone," Wer where there are many. manſions. 
this view of the great family of God, as og 
ing only its commencement here below, and 
confidering himſelf as a member of this family, 
his mind, while he runs his race upon earth, 
is elevated with the proſpect of a nobler ſo- 
ciety, and the hopes of ariſing to a ſublimer 
ſphere of action and felicity, in the kingdom 
of his Father. No ſuch proſpects embelliſh or 
ennoble the connexions of the irreligious 
mian with his fellow- creatures in a preſent 
world. He conſiders the human race ag a ſet 
of beings, who came into exiſtence he knows 
; got tea. and who, ſueceſſtwely diſappearing, 
* pas 


Pd 
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yy he knows not where, nor for what pur- 


connected with an Almiglity and Benevolent 
Creator, the amiable ties between parents, 
children, brothers, friends, and all the other 
endearing relations of human ſociety, are 
tranſient and precarious connexions con- 
nexions of a ſhort and uncertain duration 
here, with no proſpect of à rene wal hereafter, 
in more improved forms and happier ſitua- 

ations. This, where all reflexion and fore- 
caſt are not baniſhed, ſheds an uncomfortable 
gloom on the preſent ſcene of human life, 
and covers, with thick and n e pes 

the departing moment. = 

What language, then, e the Berry 
of thoſe, who voluntarily deprive themſelves of 
the comfort and delight which ariſe from a 
perſuaſion that the Great Being, who formed 
the univerſe, is mindful of man, and will di- 
rect the courſe and ſecure the true intereſts 
of his faithful ſervants, in all the periods of 
their eternal duration? While they baniſh 
him” from their thoughts—while they cloſe 
their eyes on the empire of his providence, 
the authority of his laws, the manifeſtations 


poſe." In this view of the human race, un- 
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dan render us unhappy, while we enjoy his 
' favour, bis direction, and guidande; and the 


the protection of this glorious Being, and fe- 
eure his favour by faith in his promiſes, and 


ſcenes of exiſtence—He ſurely ought to be the 
| ſupreme object of our pious regard, in all the 


of his mercy, and the offer of his grace, they 

forfeit the moſt rational and ſolid comſorts of 

er d eh OWENS 1. e 
an, 


Let us therefore W 20 8 d thing 
that can have a tendency to exclude us from 


ſincere efforts to obey his holy and righteous 
laws. Let us conſider how vain all projects 


of happineſs muſt be, which we form without 


an humble dependence on him, who is the 


only ſource of all true felicity. He, who can 


embitter the joys of proſperity, and ſoften the 


_ anguiſh of adverſity and forrow—He, who can 


make all the events of time contribute to the 


happineſs of his faithful ſervants, in endleſs 


duties, events, trials, and relations of human 
life. No ſtate: or condition, however painful, 


moſt ſplendid ſcenes of external proſperity will 
be ineffeQtual for our comfort, when theſe are 
withdrawn, and: his. gracious preſence is re- 


moved 
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moved from us for ever. His preſence, in- 
deed,” is every where: but how different are 


its aſpects to the righteous, who reſpe& his 


| laws, and the perverſe and diſobedient, who 
inſult his government! To the former, it is a 
ſource of light and' power, to direct and main- 


tain them in their way: to the latter, it is an 


object of diſquietude and apprehenſion, if ever 
it comes acroſa their thoughts. It will carry 


the righteous perſevering and triumphant J 


through the changes of life, and through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death ; it will raiſe them 
from their nk below the angels, to the ſociety 


and happineſs of theſe glorious beings, and to 


eternal communion with Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt ; ro whom, 25 
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THEN SIMON 0595TY AxsweRrD. KIM: 
LORD, TO WHOM SHALL WE Go? THOU 
e, THE WORDS OF ETERNAL LIFE. 


nx of the —_ acute ſceptics, or infidels, 

of the preſent age *, fitting down ſeri- 

- ouſly, as he tells us himſelf, to conſider the 
amount of his philoſophical ſpeculations on 
the origin, faculties,” and deſtination of man, 


N the reſult of his reſearches in the 


e 


N following 
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following words: I am affrighted and con- 
<'faunded with that forlorn ſolitude in which 
«I am placed in my philoſophy. When I 
© look abroad, I foreſee, on every ſide, diſ- 

pute, contradiction, and diſtraction: when 
« 1:turn my eye inward, I find nothing but 
doubt and ignorance, Where am I, or 
„hat? From what cauſes do I derive 


< my exiſtence, and:to-wwhat. condition hall 
return? I am confounded with theſe. queſ- 


tions, 49 begin to fancy, myſelf in the 
« moſt deplorable: condition imagitiable, en- 
« yironed'with the deepeſt! darkneſs 
There is a remarkable contraſt: between this 
piteuur and diſmal complaint, and the aſfecting 
queſtion, ſo full of a meek and pleaſidg:;confi- 
dence, which St. Peter addreſſes to him, who 
was the true lt ef thei world, in the words 
of our text. There is, indeed, ſomething 
peculiarly affecting in this queſtion, Lord, in 


whom ball we. go? It diſcovers a pious and, 
moreover, a natural anxiety, about the great 


and:efſential-intereſts of man- a deep concern 


en his condition after the preſent tranſitory | 


*# See iv rea Hens Nr vol. i, , pp: 4599; and 
particularly 466; 7. 
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352 DISCOURSE XVI. 
| Kate, in which his continuance 1s ſo ſhort and 
precarious. It implies, in a more particular 


manner, a painful conviction of the darkneſs 


and uncertainty that hung, like a cloud, both 
over the heathen world and the Jewiſh church, 
with reſpe to the great intereſts of futurity. 
Lord, to whom Hall we go? Thou b the 
words of eternal life. Such was the anſwer of 
St. Peter, when, on occaſion of a defection of 


ſeveral of the diſciples, and of the multitude 


that followed him, Jer ſaid to The.twelve, 
Mill ye alſo go away To whom ſhall we go? 
Shall we go to the heathen philoſopher, whoſe 
conjectures are ſo often mixed with uncer- 
tainty, or degraded by abſurd and viſionary 
fictions; or to the Jewiſh doctor, whoſe 


= worldly views are fixed only on a temporal 
Canaan, or a terreſtrial paradiſe? No, Lord, 


we come unto thee ;. for thou done gb muy 
the words of ternal IM. SITS SIRI e 

We are not to conclude, indifcyinilnardly, 
3 this declaration, that Chriſt was the firſt 
teacher who preſented any views of a future 


ſtate to mankind, However great the doubts, 


errors, and perplexities may have been that 
N the ſages pf antiquity in their re- 


* 


2 is co vnsE N 3th 8 1 
is concerning the nature and/dnraicn * 
of the foul, it cannot be denied that many of, T1 
chem conſidered - its immortality as highly! mM 
probable; but cheir dectrine on this head Fl 
was much rather founded on ſpecious conjec- 1 
_ ther clear evidence. It is Were 5 | jr 
Ec: Extends ate were never ſo i ingenious . 11 
and ſolid as they have been ſince the Sun r it 

_ righteouſneſs aroſe upon the world, and brought. 1 
life and immortality to light by his goſpel: for bit 
when we know that a thing ii, we are always | | 
more cute in finding out reaſons why it /bould: 13 
be. It carinot be denied, that the capacity of f 

perpetual improvement, which is viſible in 
mai; the marks of a ſtate of trial, which the : 
preſent ſcene of his exiſtence bears; the natu- 
ral deſire of immortality, which burns in the 
humati breaſt, and increaſes in proportion as 
we advance in a virtuous eourſe; form pre- 
ſumptions in favour of a future ſtate. But Ft 
what do theſe prove, when they are not 
combitied: with a 4nowwledge of the perfection 
and.conafels of the Deity; and ſome clear and. 
conſiſtent idea of his moral government? Abd | 

of this . what imperfect traces, 
; 241 5 5 44 EY mixed N 
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| of: future fiate was a provhiling dpinjon. in 
many nations; before the coming! of: Qhriſt; 
and though law⸗giverd and prin ces have been 
cCͤůharged with propagatingsthivdoftrine;' often 
from poliey rather than parſaaſion;oyer this 
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mixed with the moſt extrayagant, fancies and | 
errors, do ue find in the beſt productions af 
Fuga wiſdom The unhounded profpedt of 
ibſßinite ſpace und eternal duration ley before 
une ſages: uf -antiquity;but"cloutds: atob dark 
neſi reſied upon it; and the Great Being, to 
Vom immenſity nc: dquiiniyi-eactu indy be- 
long, was to them (with, reſpe@-10.any'thing 
beyond the preſent ſbene dſ, his prohIdantia 
wit, the amin um G,jẽj Ze 


1 i thevertheleſs certain, that-the-dofixine 


is riot: a prœof that-the/doftrine back n other 


| foundation: than | politival*fiQion} In the 
- earlier ages off ther Hagan world the belief:of 

it ptevuiled: moſt» bu in proceſs of time it 
. Wer f e W OE even abe 
mans, that at the period vf Chriſt s Appeur- 
f ane N erh in gs, ahmolb genchatly ex- 
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A eo che Jews; notwithſtanding" their pe 
culiar-advantages,/ their hiſtory gives us but 


Hint aud dubious notices of their views thto 


futurſey, The doctrine of future rewards and 


prniffentents' made no part of their religious 


c pie preffguratibn of a more perfect differs 
fation, and of beter thingęr to come. One et 
cheir three moſt" eminent Tells" denied, altö- 
geiler, 4 future Rate | while the Ener, who 
acknowledged | tHe immortality of | the foul; 


corrupretl' this belief with the moſt extrava- 


- 


with miltitude' of corrupt and ſchſtiat fe 


tienten Well, then migkt Se Peter? r any 


candid Paght or Jew; who" had ootafion ty = 
fear this wAfuRtions of His Divine Natter! ſap - 


Ut 
D/P BE Dr of ternal Hf. 201 7. + 44 oh 


= 
- 
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ce, "WAIch exhibited only promiſes and 


gint'Widxtires'of Pagan ſuperſtitibm and en- 
thruſtalnfg and che PHariſees, WO believed a 
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I Ear dme denen ee priety 


= 36 faid to have the words of eternal life. 


\ Firſt, e ny eiter thu Edd a n- 


7 4 the exiſtence. of a future and eternal 
tate not probable, but abſolutely; certain, by 
| poſitive and expreſs promiſe, ſupported by 
tranſcendent authority; and this ſurpaſſes all 
reaſoning, when the queſtion is about a matter 


ol fact. The moſt ingenious and plauſible 


reaſonings of a Socrates and a Plato, were; at 
beſt hypothetical; they were liable ta ohjec- 
tions, and accompanied with douhts; While 
an expreſs promiſe, properly ſupported, it 
liable to none. God ſends his Son into the 
World, cloathed with all the awful and at- 
tracking characters of a Divine miſſion, to de- 
clate to mankind that there is c ſtate of glory 
and felicity reſerved for the rightepus beyond 
the grave. From this ſolemn; clear, and re- 
peated declaration of the Son of God, the 


moſt perfect conviction and aſſurance muſt 


fill che heart, with reſpect to this great and 


: tranſporting t truth. We have the promiſe; of 


the living and true God, whoſe, promiſes ar: 
all yea and amen, faithful. and ſure . Let aot 


3 * bearts be W ſaith the Divine 
F 3 
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Saviour 3 ” Hive e Cal, neee , fo 
me. 


attainable by ſinful man. The co ſtioufneſs 


of guilt caſt an awful cloud on the proſpect 1 


death, and the voice of conſcience made of- 


fending creatures behold immortality with an 
anxious eye of perplexity and fear. Even the 
ſyſtems” of the moſt” eminent Pagan ſages 
were rather adapted to inſpire painful appre- 
henſion than to excite hope; and there ij 


ſhall I come beſbre the Lord, and preſent myſelf 


before the Moft High God, was the univerſal 
language of the guilty nations, whom the 
tar of death held in bondage, and who, by ſa- 


crifices and burat-offerings, ſought to appeaſe 


an offended Deity. But the angelic armies, 
when the Son of God deſcended upon earth, 


proclaimed peace from heaven, and good. will 


towards men; and thus the Lamb of God, who 

tabeth aredy the fins of the world, has, truly, the” 

wordt of merey and ſulvation, that open the 

N * and calls from his croſs, 
| 443 2 


We y bete, ſedondly, that Chritt "7 
the words of eternal life in à very peculiar 
manner; as it is by his mediation and ſuffer- 
ings that this ineſtimable bleſſing is rendered 
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us of eternal life by an expreſs, promiſe, and 


| rendered it acceſhible. to penitent pffenders by 
alſo farther confirmed its certainty, by his re- 
furrection from the dead for by chat tri- 
umphant act he is become the pledge and the 


1 


eternal like and felicit . 
But a nk oven ee eee | 
. importance-on this ſuhject, (and which I have 

| had prigcipally in view in treating it,] is the 
elevated and explicit language in Which boch 
Chriſt and his apoſtles ſpeak of the nature and 


circumſtances of this eternal life. In entering, 


it is true, on this part of our ſubject, we muſt 
carefully remember, chat a- hin and com- 
Plete account of the nature and enjoyments of 
a future world is impoſſible, in the-preſent 
Rate of our exiſtence: nay, were it pgſſible, it 
Would not be expedient, as in many reſpects it 
Vould defeat the purpoſes of that Rate of pro- 
bation and trial in which we ale actually 
. Placed, The mature and emiopments af a fu- 
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| Don nn 
dure fiate abe revealed de us l ae of 


that luſtre and glory. Which 


would fill us with aſtoniſhment, and tender 


all our enjoyments and occupations, here be- 
tow, inſipid. The poſitive and expreſs de- 
darations of Chtift and his apoſtles, on this 
ſolemn ſubject, are nevertheleſs "ſublime in 
_ Ur finiplicity, and announce things far be- 

yond the inveſtigation of human wiſdots: 
Thilo deelatations are tedutible to four points, 
which we thall confider ſucceſſively: An e. 
_ emption from evit=the pleaſures of ne in 4 
teſurrection· body the pleaſures of extenſive 
knowledge in an improved and exalted mind 
and the pleaſures of benevolence and een 
an enlarged and ſanctified heart. 

I. The firſt idea then, and che loweſt * 
de goſpel leads us to form of a future and 
eternal ſtate, repreſents it to our hopes, as a 
ſtate of exemption from all evil, natural and 
moral. The exemption from natural evil is 
n mentioned in the e chapter of 

EY TL ene 


e 


light ſufficient to ele vate our view, alt our 
hopes, and ſerve üs motives and enovürüge- 
ment to a virtubus courſe ; but they are nor 
unfblded wich that circaniſtabbal Aetut, wich 
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this Book of the neck whers dn ld 
of the righteous in a future world they 
| ſhall hunger no more, neither bing any more; 
and that Ged foal wipe away all tears from 
their; eyes; and again, that there ſhall be nd 
more death, e forrow, nor crying — neitber 
Hall 'there be any more pain: for, the former 
things are paſſed away—and. be that ſat upon 
the throne ſaid, Behold I make all things new 5 
Here we ſee by a poſitive promiſe, by one of 
thoſe expreſs declarations, which. ſurpaſſes 
far, in the ſatisfaction it adminiſters, the 
moſt probable ſpeculations, that the infir- | 
mities and pains, the afflictions and calami- 
ties,. that. embitter our beſt enjoyments here 
below, ſhall have no. place in that bleſſed f 
world to which Chriſtianity directs our views. 
There the corroding anguiſh of poverty the | 
dangerous ſnares, of riches, the anxious tumylts 
of ambition, the diſappointments and vexations 
of life, the changes and revolutions of incon- 
8 ſtant fortune ſhall. be no . more experienced, 
nor even known; nor. ſhall the heart ever 
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and dejeQtion; that flows from che impulſe o 


mature and friend(bip; when death diſſolves the 


age: and. , connexions . mu 


Bus it 3 is woo . . vl ad uk. 


4 fering that we are promiſed an abſolute exemp- 


tion, a complete deliverance, but alſo from 


moral diſonder and tranſgreſſion. Yer a little 
While, and ſin ſhall. be no more. The ſpirits 
of the juſt made perſeꝶ are the inhabitants of 
that glorious ſtate, and, according to the ex- 
preſs declaration of St. John, There ſball in no 
wiſe. enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatſoever worketh abomination F, In that 


bleſſed world the love of pleaſure hall never 


be ſeparated from the love of order; and 


therefore the righteous ſhall remain in it with- 


out ſpot and blameleſs. The ſincere and 
humble Chriſtian, who paſſes. in this ſtate of 
trial ſo many moments of ingenuous ſorrow 


and dejection, in reflecting upon his weak hu; 


moura, his unruly paſſions, his propenſities 


towards tranſgreſſion, his coldneſs and indif- 


| e towards the ſublime. . of Kia 


| 4 » Rev. xxi. 27. * 
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fiction of tranſmigration, which exhibited the 
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 _ mankind, and ſet before them new labours, ' 
nei toils, new temptations and'trials at the 
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Bvered" from all theſe — 


trouble in a future ſcene; for there o af- 


fections ſhall be exerciſed towards their pro- 


per objects and in due proportion; and hu- 
man nature, which has been here, for wiſe 


reaſons, made /ubjet? to vanity, Pall be te. 


 tivertd from the' bondage , cofruption into'the | 
8 edge u d eee of GO] 


Now, had the goſpel of Chriſt given os 


© Sin hi this negative account of à future 
| Rate, it would have ſer the dofirine of eternal 
Fe in a much more comfortable light than it 


appeared in the conjectures" of the antient 
phitoſophers, 5 and particularly in the wild 


moſt difagreeable profpetts to the generality pf 


end of this mixed and imperfect ſtate. And, 


indeed, it was only a Divine revelation, that 
could aſſure us of this total exemption from 


9 in a ene ſcene. OY — 
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| * exporienite' and analogy could aw ao 
_ encouragement to ſuch an expectation. Bu 
cis negative account of our manner of e. — 
iſtence i in a future ſtate is accompanied with n : 
ſeveral eireumſtances of a poſitive nature, & 5 
preſsly revealed e bes ace, eg © ol 
of eternal agen mo Ou SO 664th "2 
promiſe us, 
Adly, In that 2 this pace, uf fey hs hy, 
a gloriſted body. This, perhaps, is an obje& 
of faith, which will appear attracting to many, 
who have little or no idea of felicity, where 
the external ſenſes ate not concerned- And, 
indeed, where ſomething analogous to theſe” 
ſenſes does not exiſt, we can ſcarcely form any 
idea of true felicity; becauſe, without theſe, 
wee can have no notion of that mutual inter- 3 
courſe and ſociety; which are effential to hu- 
man nature in all the periode of its exiſtenen: 
and the progreſſtve ſteps of its improvement.” 
Thus che refurrection of a.glorious body was 
not only congenial to the nature of 3 ; 
eſſential to his improvement and felicity. 
eee ee ee een 5 
whoſe vain philoſophy regarded the body as 
the 2 of the ſoul, and the only ſource „ 
| 9 0 | | . 


” bis cobneg went 
its en and miſery. But hear Fry 


who has che words of eternal life, declaring. 
by his apoſtle, that this corruptible Sail put" um 


 Tacorraption,” and this mortal ſhall put” on im- 
| a: 
in potuer t is ſown a NATURAL: body, it it 
 Faiſed a SPIRITUAL body®. This is indeed, 
2 deelaration equally new and ſurpriſing; and 
though we cannot form, at preſent, a complete 
or diflin&t notion. of all the qualities, powers, 
and ſenſes which the Divine munifioence may 
communicate to the refurreQion-body;; yer, 
- from the deſcription of the apoſtle, we may 
_ ſe ſome faint conceptions, both of its 
nature and its enjoyments. By the denomi- 
nation of a ſpiritual body we are led to under- 
ſtand a body not ſpiritual, as to its. ſubſtance, 


for that is a contradiction; but à body ani- 


mated by an inward . ſpurit of life, which ren- 
ders it eſſentially and intrinſically immortal, 


a body free from the more turbulent and groſs 


appetites of our preſent animal frame, and re- 
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ſembling, in its activity the rapid motions of 
; and eee, natures—3 gs * 
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Es with the faculties of 
the ſoul in the higheſt degrees of their im- 


ſtrument of perception een wits 3 
of che. ju malle pere. t. 


t eee eee our W rs ai de A 


provements in the knowledge of the natural 
world afford a pleaſing, and not imprbbable 
illuſtration of this doctrine of ſcripture, When 
wei conſider, the ſubtile, refined; and active ha- 
ture of certain material ſubſtances, the beauti2 
ful Forms and modifications of which they are 
ſuſeeptible, and how near they approach CY 
the rapid motions of the ſpiritual Being, we 
may the more eaſily imagine. the. poſhbilry. 
of a very ſublime degree. of beauty and pero 
fectina in the reſurrection- bod {rc , foo 
From al this, by and eaſy induction, z 
may ebuelude that the ſlateg v hich is to com: 
plete the felicitx af Chriſtians will be a vibe 
world, and will, adminiſter: to ee err 
ſenſes, many noble objects of contemplation: | 
and enjoyment. That God who forined tlie! 


0 contemplate the beauty and order of 
his works, and the ear to hear the harmony oþ _ 


ſounds, and to ſerve a as the inſtrument of ra» 
Ro: ee: 8 . tional 


ptovement, and a proper habitation and in- 
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tonal ang dociahiintercourſe; und oe h | 
Protniſed one day to reſtore theſe admitabls 
organs to the human frame, will not furely 
naſtore them in vain. They will have their 
R the grand ſpectacle of 
ure changed and improvgsd—the mardel- 
Fe of wiſdom, power; and goodticly 
tliat ſhine forth in the works of God, will 
- farniſh abundiaat matter for the etuploymedt 
| and gratification of thefs improved and noble 
ſenſes. If God: has given here below, inthe 
| kingdom of nature, ſuck rich diſplays of-wil- 
dom, power, and goodneſs, how much more 
mull hoſe: be diſplayed in that kingdom ef 

glory aboyey which is mots immediately fee 
win his preſence aud mujeſty '? If: in hie 
changing and tranſitory ſcene of things, which 
| Aruniticence has opened to us ſo many: ſources 
af externaſ enjoyment; ſo wonderfully'diver- 
ified our pleaſures and gratifieatiens, WI 
nrw ſources of pleaſure will he not open t 
bis children and ſervants; when their füateb ef 
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. higher claſs of pleaſures id m. 
nifeftly.poimed.ont-tÞ us by the exprefs lan- 
gage of 8 pleaſures of n- 

| Aue \noxoledges. 1 4A . er Movants 

«Ids apaRie cine his 10 Epikile to che C. 

rinthians, expreſſes himſelf! due: Note cer 

es bra a gla/e.Yarkly; but them fart 10 far 

e lots in party but then; ſball I bmi ever 
q am known}, Here he declares in“ 
tixdate: and extenſive knoeledges to be, one of 

5 the eſſential ingredients of. his future felicity 
Had. indeed, knowledge as it is one of the 
onſtituent pants of che dignity oß our nature, 
ſor is it, in itſelf, a very noble ſource- ef plea- 
ſund and entertainment. But the value f 

kaawledge; riſes. in proportion id the eꝶel- 

lente ef the objefts. upon which it is exe -: 

ciletd;(! what then; ate the obje ds that ſhall/ 
exciſe; the imelle cual faculiies of happy ſpi ./ 
rits in a ſuture world? Chriſt him ſali furniſhes: 
us with an, anſwer to this queſtion, which has: 

mon xeafog;could, never have anſwgered with s 

ſatiafatory. degree of certainty; and. evideng:: 
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is that of the Were een Aikigle', i 
dorb not yet appear, what toe ſball be; but ave 
know, that when be, ſhall appear; we ſhall be". 
like bim, for toe ſhall ſee bim as; he it. There 
ds certainly ſomething too high for our pre- 
ſent mode of conception in theſe two re- 
 markable paſſages. They, however, imply 
the knowledge of the Divine perfections and 
counſels, as they are manifeſted in the works 
of nature, the government of Providence and 
_ the diſpenſation of grace. 'To ſee God ar be ir, 
can only mean fuch an immediate clear and 
certain knowledge of the Being of Beings, as 
| finite minds are capable of acquiring. In this 
world the Chriſtian ſees God only by riſing 
from the effects to the eauſe ; but a8, in Ut 
_ world, we ſee only a ſmall part of the Divine 
works, a minute portion of that vaſt univerſe 
in which the perfections of the Moſt - High' 
ſtand ſo glorĩouſly diſplayed; as the ways of 
Providence are, for the moſt part, hid from our 
hort · ſighted underſtandings, and the marvel- 
lon: 5 7 of oats =o 
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noceſſity extremely mie and imperfect. . 
lad to enpoct adage rchange. 
in his deſpect. By many expreſs decla- 
rations of ſcripture they are encouraged to 
hope that their. . intellectual faculties ſhall 
ben ſo . improved and perſected. as to en- 
able them to teoetyedenlarged views and ap- 
Prchenſions of the Divine nature and perfec- 
nens, and to make the nobleſt diſcoveries with 
Teſpe@&30!the' wiſdom. of God in the enn. 
Went of the univerſe. e. 

- But however glorigus this idea — we heas 
vanty-felicity may be, however noble the de- 

kae fbekalted knomiedge and of enlarged 
enpscities may juſtly appear ; yet a ſtill nobler 

olaigi-of pleaſures ia promiſed, in a future 
world;bby bim who Has the words of eternal 

lieg ern the pleaſures of benevolence and 

vintue; inan enlarged and ſanctified heart. 

Theboly ſeripturgs are expreſs and poſitive in 

this: mater. They repreſent, in many places, 

che reſetnhlance of the Deity; in his moral 
perfections, as both. the character and felicity | 

of bleſſed. ſpirits ; and this reſemblance can 
N a 8 . 
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only add in aan. and "benevolence. 
und *the'feraphims C theithrone 
Ale Gut eu Bach aber ON ab g 
Moreover; Gul ix h wit he. NMB va Ul, fn 
Boe, Aer; i God und Coll Of Bim. hu¹u 
fanctityi or the love ef order and bene volenee, 
vt the love & all intelligent beinge as they 
ate ts nobleft lines wf the Divinontriagein 
the When Asul, wilrifirove ulſd Elte Chief 
ſpringei vf / dcs eternalofelielity/. How beanciful 

and ſublime, in this rp i the UU ef 
Chhriſtianity, which repteſents ſuflcney d 
love, Hot only as the preparation fe hippi- 

neſs; but Ada happideſadtfelf; Theivery: fub- 
mand and effenee of tre fvlictyi Auch indeed, 
they dritt be ſo: be ditman hearti 1 Ne 
framed © ad''to. feel the nioſtꝰ neee Yelightt, 


_ vittue; and u benevolent arid chitrimble frame 
vf faul Aves not only deliver from: the pal nf 
tamultgsotif malignant paſſtons Butt (rffuſes 
chrough che heart a fret (erthiity;'WhEtriex: 
N of plenſure abi denght. 
2 ; dais 101 ⁰,] oft nod en ia 
PL enldnigten Nhat z. 16. bsllol 0 
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_ vonlolouſheſs of His ſupreme funetity And un- 
 boundethgootitiofs Well ten may tre bn 
Aude, lat the purſuit of onlerf and the exers 
wich ſalnts and angels, will be the g | 
"Pap, cr, een 
1 bas the'ww6rdt "of afe#il Wife The 
dy wu come Ei A new and gloribus ſtate 
ef chung halt "ariſe to their tranſported and 
 Monied lee; when their light ial be u 
more mingledwith darkfleſs / Ber their vIteue 
ererefſed by trdubies and aMiQions'; and that 
dy eis not far öff-yet & Iittle While and 
kite Maß give plate tö etermity; and death be 
hint wedd up in Shiner viRtery* teh. thafl = 
adde ft be dara iwie Night“ Weir hope 
HitocChſoymetit,” atid heir works Halt de 
crowd) wirkt che iacorraptibfe Prize: then 
wan their bodies rte Fron the duft 1h honoue 
and:F Ir, and their Foils be transformed inte 
creed Tir Sffecttens puffged and en- 
nbblecd, and their Felleiy four through the . 
5 3 2 
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endleſs" ages.” Bleſſed be the God and Father 
"Wn our Lord Yeſus Chrisi obo, thus, raccording- | 
i bis abuodant mercy bas begattew us agu un. 
to a lively hope, by the re 
of an inberitance that i eternal, 
and tbat faderb not atuay, reſerved: in hedven = 
ot theſe. xwho; are kept Iy the power of God, 
- through faith unto ſulvations "wy che Wi, 


| gecuſtomedy by frequent meditation, impreſs 
upon cur minds lively feelings of thoſe ſublime 
eee muniſicenee of God 
and the: reſurrection of Jeſus have opened o 
I views: chen would welive,and-/a&; quite 
otherwiſe: than, alas! the greateſt part of a 
d, Buy this lively conviesion of the Chi- 
an's deſtinatien 0 liße eternal, and the habit 


to rare in the world. With reſpect to many, 


| Prehendethiit wot. A groſs and criminaljigno- 
a ſenſual or a frivolous:taſte-in. 


* 


rance in 
Others, prevent or deſtroy the ſali 
which thenoble preſpecs and promiles gf the 
© ks are adapted Tas at- 
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2 tentive, and ingenuous minds bst mit- 


fttunuẽdees are there; that ſeem to propoſe to them- 
felves no other felieity, no other enjoymients 
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than the low and tranſitory pleaſures of ſenſe, | 9 
and that for the ſhort and fleeting moments of 5 1 
an uncertain life If they lock, gat all, into | 7 
futurity . if, at any time, they caſt a thought 
forward to that ſolemn period When time ſbal! 
be no more; the awful thought of eternity dejects 
_ their ſpirits and fills them with painful aſtor 
niſhment, rather than with tranſporting hope 
And, O! how unhappy muſt they be who 
_"bediold; with dejection and confuſion, thoſe 4 


very objects which are deſigned to conſtitute 
che felicity and glory of human nature? HO 
unhappy muſt they be, who, with a negli - 
gende that is inconceivable, and looks like 
frenzy, trample, as it were, under foot the 
greateſt promiſes which God could make, 
and the moſt glorious gifts which he could 
beſtowy on miſerable mortals! Here, indeed, 
the corruption of man appears in point 7 | 
view that aſtoniſhes and confounds. '. The, _ 
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 piousand attentive mind which views, on be 99 
one hand, che munificence of God, and on 9 
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rithuralty Aed with amanement hl e 
ing appearange. Ah l let not:this-bie our e 
Chriſtians, wh M God hab drawn from the 
duſt, with à view to clothe) you it glory 
and immortality ʒ for whom Jeſus bas d upon 
the ertiſa, that y by his triumpiunt tefurreſtien 
and iaſtenſion he might adi death, ad he- 
res cad fee mene ob: anyone 
When the en fliall — ankity chad. 
NETS Atouſtom youre 
felves to (behold that day with plesſbre and 
| hops, mized, indeed, with awfitl ſentiments 
8 of its ſolemnity and importance, and au 
nmaumble ſenſe of your own infirmitien But 
| ſimce the mercy of Gad, in Chriſt, is infinite 
do chose hd put their truſt in Him, let plen, 
| ture and hope be the reigaing ſentimente 
pour hearty in dhe view of Him uubv bar the 
| | Words of cjernal life. For this purpoſe repre» 
5 | ſent theſs future ſcenes frequently to yt. 
* minds, that they may excitg deſira, and live = 
| | in ſuch a manner as will prepare you ſor the 
enjoyment of that bleſſed world, that this de- 
ſire may be accompanied with tranſporting 


with 
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— Syeeniſed toiiciumdetality; a6d thoſe 
 prindipal« Buſineſs; ipjpopreſent or, is to 
e thou 
Such happy ſouls are ſupttiok to the events 


of this uncertain ſtate. Independent on the 


changes and revolutions of earthly things, 


fixed habitually upon it. Undiſturbed with. 


_ thoſe tormenting fears, thoſe vain defires and 
- diſorderly appetites. that perplex the anxious 


children of this world, they enjoy, in the 


the end of their being, and the grandeur of 


their deſtination, ſhall be to them a day of 


humble, yet complete triumph. Then ſhall 
they ſee, that Jeſus is the faithful and the 
true witneſs, and ſhall enjoy the glories of 


RT eat neee in- 
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with reſpect to their true well - being their 
great prize is beyond time, and their eyes are 


proſpect of things eternal, a contentment and 
tranquillity truly divine. In the evils of life 
they have the nobleſt reſources, and in the 
valley of death they ſhall have the moſt vic- - 
_ torious ſupport. That day, that ſhall bring 
terror and deſpair to thoſe who. have forgot 


that life and immortality that he has pro- 
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AND. THE EYE, CANNOT SAY. VNTO. Tux. 


1 HAND, 1 HAVE NO NED or ER; NOR 
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works of Nature, an immenſe variety 
of objects are _— to our view ; and ne- 
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murs of thoſe who complained of their thfe- 
dor eilte, and of their filling lower and Cub- 

| vrtinate vocatibns in the fervice of the chuich. 
He obſerves, forthis'purpole; that as the hu- 
„ een BORE: is compoſed by the union of many 
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 ventheleſs, by their en a 


nexions, they only compoſe one avorld... in 


poſe one great feciety, combined- of many 
ſmaller ones; in every! ohe of which the ſame 
uniformity and variety take place. We need 


not go farther, for an illuſtration of this ge- 


| neral law of. Providence,..than che human | 


frame; of which the different members, by 


their mutual xelations and depend nau von- 


ſtitute one body. 
T lathet 6bjeft, by a bedurifi Ager the 


: ede ep Hes to the Chriſtian church, and to 
= the variety of ſpiritual gifts which were there 
ine ere 
ſior the edification of the whole Body of Chrif. 


by the great Farber of lights, 


His addrefs was deſigned to correct the mi 


members, hoſe. v 
ony = Bags * 


 , DISCOURSE/SIX” 3 


they! were inembets, and in which God bad 
fot font for apoſtles, others for prophets, others 
for teachers; after that, miracles, then gifts 3 
ee, ' helps,” governments, ' diverſitics. of 


comple; that as the eye cannot ſay to the band, 1 
have u need of thee 3 nor again, the hund to 
the feet, I bave no need of you'; ſo the ſuperior 
and inferior miniſters of the-Chriſtiay church 
wete in a e ener, dependence on - each 


f. Ne vr one of them, or if 
The dure, — the polls applied 0 
Chriſtian church, — — 
the variety of ſtations and circumſtances which- 
diverſify-the--Guce' of evil pm human | 
application Wen mall, 

» Confer this ure of dae and irs 
eee eee eee, S OR e * 

2. Point out the: duties a: — 
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All chie diverſity was ſo wiſely ar- 
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eee happy 
05 whole, 


WE There's a SS a p 


" agg of the Divine wiſdom in that * 

of God's providential government which we 
are no to conſider, even in that variety of 

ſituations and circumſtances which diverſify 
the ſcene of human life. On the one hand, 
| this variety flows naturally from the various 
talents, capacities, taſtes, and characters of 


men, which have no ſmall influence in fixing 


cheir external ſtation and condition; thou 
in che preſent tate of human ſoeiety this is 
often determined by birth and other accidental 


 *circumſtances. On the other hand, this va- 
 riety of ſtations and circumſtances (like the 
| "IG GY capacities, dere 
n of active duties, ne the , 


| "intercourſe of good offices. It may be doubt- 
*.. el: whether there be in the whole univerſe, 


even in heaven itſelf, any ſociety,” of which 
all the members have exactly the ſame capacities 
and ftations. © It is, at leaſt, certain, that with 


en 6 the nr before 
W ch 


F ²˙ AAA ̃˙ vꝛ 


— — as — * 


| DISCOURSE) NK * 


atk. 
out it, 1 and even n 
ciety without mutual n ee 0 

tual Wants, which ſuppoſe variety and even 

inequality in talent, capacity, ſtation, or poſ+ 

ſeſſiong. In a word, without diverlity.of fla» - 
tion and circumſtances, the high enjoyments 
of.aQive benevolence and virtue would be "= 
tirely loſt. What a motley; ſcene, of confu - 
ſon, terror, and violence would human ſo- 

diety be, i all were to govern, and none ta 

obey 1: And if there were no ſtations, ex- 
poſed, by xheir inferiority, to the hardſhips of 
indigence, the divine virtues of beneficence 
ead-kiberality avould.loſe all their æxerciſe, and 
conſequeatly; all tkeir energy and beau: 
| they/would he no more cyes to the blind, nor l 
fats 19 the lane they would draw n m e =» 
upon the generous benefactor “ the bleſſing | 

oh him that was ready to periſh, nor make | 
the auidocv 4 bear to fing for joy. And is 9 
n not true, alſo, hat the inferior Nations of —= 
human life, and the adyerſe circumſtances 
which eee Wann. * 
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Adenid from them [all;vforcthors/is;notbing 
ordered er permitted without a Wiſe purpoſe 


beauty and dixerſifled luſtre. It adds u N 


5 2 


_tivas: and circumſtances; as gratitudey*lbe- 


give a true and genuinelutrees elevation and 
profperity. ** Both fines, and, indeed; all our 
ſtations and eircumſtances ate' menns'of im- 


diobement ; and important ad vuntäges, Wit! 


reſpect de true and laſting /fellcity;- mix be 


In ehe deine government! As the light ef 
_ the ſun rüſtected from diſforeiit objecæa pro- 


dudes bedutifulb colours id a grent variety 16 


true piety, Gedding/ its fue nne on thy dif 
rent chüdracters, ſtatlems; anderem 
of men, erhiditg noble lines of its füperor 


8 Iplendour tocthe throne, and gives cheerful 


and leading? aſpect to the cottage/j/lirdight. 
fied . ralents and laboiirs el the 
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knowledge of che learned, and ſuggeſto he 1 
defby nd Jocility to the ignonant 5 it init! * 
bars vy hama, ther foperiority)06-che A 
mirſter, and render the inferibrity of tlib ſer- is 
vine" reſpelitable by integrity and principle, | 
Falling upon this variety of obje@ts; piety: and | 
birtue'diſplay all their glorious 'eolours,” and 4 
ber ſome lines of that beauty and felicity | 
whichz/intGolfsimiſerand good 1 Ei g 
will: be their immOrtäal fruits} for intelligent 1 
ail nioxabheibgs mm eee ins. 2 
future economy. ür bus H tTerot - 5 
— exjireſbon of dub f 
tent, Gad bun ettutbe member r, tory line" of i 

n in r d that is, (as wWe apply the [ 
prefſive>to:ouropteſent ſubject) all che ron ö 
ditiona chHeuftandes, relations} and ſtartoms x 
of human life are arranged in coulequerde 1 
ofthe perimiſſiom or appotatmine? of Güde I 
allawifgand/gracious Providence: 15 He hath 1 
lei the ¹ν,ỹ]ↄEhery hen the body Fa 
it Bb ping him; not tllat thereis/anyithlhs «© | 
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i a ing ef the! thout wiſe" and 
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good. baba bor products d Mhe | 
Pen rde Thüs God Has * aitatiged td 
Aud vif6 hex: of ram Hi —— 5 
circumſtan 3 hi 
os nete mann 
not auf 4-tend, mlinateh, 6 
meh 2 and the happineſs e a 
3 And, indeed, — le for 
* N Ao it cende 
5 —_ action and virtuous eee 8d. 
e were 
Would not che — 


Eee human life eee 


of officer" and em- 
—— 
4 even mean and various wants? 
| deren e an dun of long men, 
K. ee eee e 
5 —— — com- 
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Forts of life, what would be the conſequence? 


All the efforts of genius would be ſup- 
preſſed, the progreſs of knowledge ſuſ- 


2 


and the intellectual powers of man, 
which are ſuſceptible of ſuch high improve- 
ment and productive of ſuch pure and ele- 
vated pleaſure, would be either neglected, or 
confined in their exertions to a low ſphere, 
to the ſordid cares and objects of animal life. 
It is the variety, under conſideration, which 
gives occaſion to all the noble exertions of 
genius, benevolence, and virtue; and forms 
that chain of mutual dependence between 
high and low, rich and poor, learned and-ip- 
norant, which renders them, according to the 
expreſſion of Sa ot fabjet one do an- 
ot ber *, . 

Accordingly; the voice of e ee as well 


as of reaſon; proclaims the wiſdom of God in 


the diverſified ſcene of human life. It is the 


that be neee, NY: 
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Lord that maketh poor and maketh rich; be 
bringeth - low and lifteth up f. The powers 
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nan, (ſays the apoſtle,) avbercin he ts. call, 


„ 
Rations and circumſtances, though it contri- 


hutes, by its general tendency, to the good of 


the whole, hears hard, neyertheleſs, upon thoſe 
individuals who are in the lower ſtatiens and 
unfavourable, circumſtances of life; but this 
ſeeming objection to God's providential wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs will vaniſh, e e 
the following things 6 

Iſt, That eee eee ad U 
ee the lower ſtations are not always 
inferior to the higher. The peaſant is often 
happier chan the prince, the ſervant than his 
maſter, the man who enjoys the competence 
of a middle ſtate, than the ſplendid ſon of 


proſperity, who fares ſumpluoyſly: every day. 


Why t becauſe the ſources of true enjoyment, 


which. lie in the faith, the virtue, and the 
hopes of the Chriſtian, are acceſſible equally 
to all, in all tations and in all circumſtances, 
95 You know, alſo, that, even out of the hard- 
ſhips of indigence and the. boſom. of. affliction, 
= Res ai of God 0 

„ dbat 
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at ſalutary improvement, choſe "fruits of” © 

righteonfict which are produQtive of hct, joy, = 
good man pour forth ſuch ſtrains as theſe, - 
thow haſt. pu more joy in my heart than in theirs 
whoſe corn and wine have increaſed—Tt is good 

fer me that I baue been aflifted—Though the 
be fruit in the vine; though: the labour of the 
meat; though the flock ſhould be cut off from the  _ 
| fold aud abe herd from the ſtall, yet will I re- 5 
joice in Gad, and joy in the God of my ſalvation; 
hat muſt we conelude? The natural con- 
eluſion is, that it is no ſolid objection to the 
wiſdom and | goodneſs of Providence, that 

many are placed, for a /bort time, (for ſuch is 

the meaſure of our preſent ſtate,) in the lower 
ſtations of human ſociety, and the unfavour- 

able circumſtances which often attend them. 

2. It is very remarkable, that, almoſt gene- 
rally ſpeaking, there is ſuch an accommodation | 
of the inclinations of men to the places they = 


, 
„ll, and che ſpheres in which they are provi- 
dentially deſtined to move and act in human 


* AO conſideration is, alone nne \ 


cc 2. r 
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to remove objections. Where do envry * 
murmuring moſt frequently take place? Is it 
not between perſons of nearly the ſame rank 
and ſtation in life? The peaſant does not re- 


pine at his condition; when compared with 


that of the magiſtrate, nor does the latter feel 
any anxiety at his not being a prince. The 
exceptions to this general rule are not many. 
Ambition and genius have, indeed, ſometimes 
raiſed men from the ,moſt-obſcure ſituations 
to high ſpheres of action. But. theſe caſes are 
rare, and can never become common, until 
civil ſociety loſes its proper and ſalutary tenor, 
and is thrown: into confuſion and anarchy, by 
the licentious -profligacy and unbridled paſ- 
ſions of the wicked. In the natural courſe of 
things, the anxiety even of the ambitious is 
rather to be diſtinguiſhed in his ſphere than to 
get out of it; and we generally ſee birth, habit, 
and education attachiig men to their reſpect- 
ive places in human liſme . 
But a third conſideration which removes all 
2 diffeulties and objections reſpecting ine qua- 
| lities of ſtation and condition among men is 
this, not only that the ſources. of true felicity 
n to all, nnn 
©. BSD cos plained 


2 


i, 


' 
A 
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putuew db 0 ſhort and tranſitory. They are 5 
the viſion of a day, compared with our endleſs. 
duration; and when the vocations we have 


filled on the ſcene of life ſhall be ſucceſſively 


magiſtrate and the peaſant, and all other tem- 


but the man ſhall remain, and his, future and 


eternal lot ſhall be determined, not by his paſt, 
terreſtrial, and momentary diſtinctions, but by 


the piety with which he adorned elevation or 


dignified obſcurity, - by the virtues which 
have bee ee ene on hĩs proſperous 


day, or the patience and reſignation with 


2 burden in che day of 
is adverſity. There is no doubt but that a 
= ftate- ſhall difplay this momentous truth 


to our aſtoniſhed view, and will correct the 


erroneous judgments we formed here below 


with reſpect to the characters, the condition, 
and the happineſs of man in this ſhort paſſage 


to his eternal deſtination. In the mean time, 
as the poor und the rieb meet together, and God 


is the maler of them all; and as the various 


ſtations and circumſtances of human life are Fn 


the JE of God's ruling wiſdom and 
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- goodneſs, calling us all, in our reſpective eon- 
ditions, to enter into his views and improve 
His diſpenſations; let us hear his voice let us 
ſolemnly attend to the concluſions relative to 
our ſentiments and conduct, which are dedu- 
cible from the diverſity we have been now 
conſidering, and which will render it as happy 
to the individual as it is uſeful to the whole. 
This is the important duty which we come 
now to nee Oy ORE in our _ 
Head.” HERS | 
II. The firſt dens we SAY 
of the diverſity which the Almighty has per- 
mitted or appointed in the ſtations and cir- 
cumſtances of men, is à contented ſpirit and 


0 a patient continuance in our ſtation, if we 


cannot change it advantageouſly, by ſuch me- 
thods as are conſiſtent with the principles, not 
of worldly wiſdom, but of Chriſtian virtue. 
We have ſeen already how conſpicuous the 
wiſdom of God appears in the vaſt variety of 
human conditions. We have ſeen that the 
ine qualities, of which ſore have — 
are neceſſary tothe harmony, the comfort, an 
ſupport of civil ſociety; and we * 
day to day to appreciate with more truth 


bpiscounsk u 
_ and preciſion that phantom of ee ee 


can never exiſt, but whoſe viſionary ſtandard 
is raiſed as a pretext for all the plagues of de- 


vaſtation and ſanguinary violence, which, ia 


_ this period of darkneſs and confuſion, degrade 
and afſſict human ſociety. But, above all, we 
ſee, in the Divine promiſes, after this ſhort 
and fleeting life, a fublime change, which 
opens to man new ſcenes of exiſtence and fe- 
licity. - Remain, therefore, in your preſent ſta · 
tions, whatever they may be, with patience 
and contentment, in the pleaſing hope, that 
your faith and patience ſhall be crowned-with | 
ſtations more exalted and happy; when the 


time of ng ers Ree * | 


of the Lord. 

It is not, 123 e e eee 
man muſt conſider himſelf as confined, by the 
order of Providence, to the poſt which he 
actually fills,” or that he may not fairly at- 
tempt to riſe from a lower to a higher ſtation. 
On the contrary, nothing is more lawful than 
to attempt to better our ſtations in life by fair 


and virtuous means: it is even laudable and _ 
uſeful, as it excites genius, promotes induſtry, 


and e RON Beſides, we find, not 
. 8 ES, . . 


- — 
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ſeldom, in the obſcure walks of life, perſons 
competent, by capacity and character, to fill 


| places of eminence and importance; and ſuch 
changes we ſee, accordingly, take place in the 


world. It is not ſo rare to ſee the ſervant be- 
come a maſter in his turn, nor to ſee the poor 


woe only mean to enjoin here a contented con- 


tinuance in ſtations which we cannot lawfully 
better. This precept is ſo much the more 

ortant. ebenen e. 
and a fabmiſlion. to theſe is a very eſſential 


AT part of the duty under conſideration. - High 


and opulent ſtations expoſe to envy, jealouſy, 
cenſure, and cares. Low and leſs honourable 


ſituations are too often accompanied with ill- 


founded contempt, painful labour, and the 
hardſhips of poverty. Submiſſion, therefore, 
to the inconveniencies either natural or acci- 


dental that attend theſe different dee 7 


is a duty founded on the wiſdom of God, on 


the one hand, and on the eee e 


with reſpect to the things that are truly good 
for him, on the other. But as there is no 


: Bui! in de ce its W and 
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which, of conſequence, does not require ſome 
meaſure of patience and ſubmiſſion ; ſoit may 
be obſerved that there is no condition without 


its peculiar mereies and advantages. There 


is in every ſituation a mixture of good as well 
as evil, ſomething tliat juſtifies the oblation of 


praiſe, as _ as n wee this leads | 


ug to nnen n le 
Second 3 concluſion deducible 8 


e ene een the obli-- 


gation of gratitude to God for the bleſſings that 


attend our reſpective ſtations and circum- 
ſtances in a preſent world. It is the charac- 


ter of certain melancholy and ſelfiſh minds, to 

centre always their views upon the diſadvan- 
tages and eroſſes that attend their condition 
and we may have often heard the eyils; the 
troubles and calamities of the world, painted 
in the blackeſt colours, and with the greateſt 
exaggeration, by thoſe who were viſited with 


the ſmalleſt portion of them. This exaggera- 


tion proceeds from that ignoble and exceſſi ve 


ſelf-love; which is ever unſatisſied and un- 
grateful; and it is incompatible with the ge- 


nuine ſpirit of piety and virtue. The true 


Chriſtian vill be attentive to all the l- 
vantages 
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ſupreme and bountiful hand from whence they 
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proceed. He will not forget any of the bene- 
ſits of his God; and his gratitude for the 
mixed with his lot will enable him to bear its 
diſadvantages with the greater ſerenity and 
reſignation. Gratitude and reſignation go 
hand in hand through the bleſſings and trials 
of the good man, who, raifing his eye habit- 
uually to the diſpenſer of his lot, alternately 


XN. magni Wonders, Meas FPS $0:46N 


; paternal wiſdom, * | 
3 r 
cumſtances in life call each one to acknow- 


| ledge gratefully the bleflings that may accom- 


Ly pany, or the advantages that may be derived 


from their reſpective conditions, fo are we 
bound, thirdly, to guard againſt thoſe empi- 
ation, to which we are more peculiarly ex- 
poſed by the ſtate and circumſtances in which 
we are placed. It is not eaſy to maintain a 
ſound mind, a meek and virtuous ſpirit, in a 
ſtate of elevation, power, and opulence. - 
Truly critical is ſuch a Rate, and many are 
the temptations which attend it. It engen⸗ 
8 e ders 
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ders a ſpirit of independenee—a ſenſual frame 
and temper of mind—and furniſhes incite- 
ments to intemperance, and all the vices of a 
luxurious life. A. peculiar and ſolemn voice 
is therefore addreſſed to the opulent, to guard 
_ againſt theſe vices by the efforts of piety and 
- virtuous principle. They are peculiarly called - 
to preſerve the ſoundneſs of their minds, by 
the ſacred culture of reaſon and religion; that 
thus, amidſt honours and elevation, they may 
be preſerved from the inſolence of pride and 
the. barbarity of ambition; and, amidft the in- 
 toxicating ſeduQions of opulence, may not be 
enſlaved by-thoſe low and frivolous pleafures, 
thoſe idle revels of intemperance and folly, 
which are the degradation of human nature, 
the ruin of its moral taſte, its improvable and 
noble faculties, and its immortal proſpects. 
Amidſt the ſtraits of poverty, and the diffi- 
culties of a low or adverſe condition, the 
| Chriftian is obliged to guard againft the 
temptation which this ſituation holds forth to 
murmuring impatience, and the uſe of crimi- = 
nal means of ere eee 
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6 DISCOURSE, XIX. 
The fourth; and moſt important plain 


inference from the ſubject we have been treat- 


Ing, is the obligation we are under to diſ- 
charge the particular duties which are con- 


nected with our particular and reſpective ſta- 
ons and eircumſtances in life. There are 


bbligations. The variety of conditions gives 


certain obligations and duties incumbent on 
all men, in all circumſtances, conſidered as 
reaſonable creatures and Chriſtians ; for they 
have all the fame rule of action, founded on 
the univerſal ſenſe of good and evil; and the 
ſame pati to happineſs, even the ſacred path of 
| religion, which the Father of lights has opened 
to the faith and piety of his children and ſer- 
Vaants in all the ſtations of human life, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt. But there are alſo 
duties and virtues of a more relative and par- 


- ticular kind, which are determined by ſpecial 


fituations and circumſtances. The high and 
low, the rich and poor, have their reſpective 


o0ccaſion for diſplaying all the different kinds 


and branches of Chriſtian virtue. Every one's 
ſtation may be his monitor here, and ſhew 
him 40bat is good, and what Cod requireth of 
| him! in his N ſphere. They who are 

| 115 clothed 


- perſons, but to impoſe upon them the moſt 


ſolemn, honourable, and important duties. 


He has charged them with a ſublime and be- 
neficent commiſſion to maintain order and 
peace, to promote juſtice and equity, to ren- 
der all the efforts of their virtuous ambition 


conducive to the well- being of thoſe who are 


J under their authority. Under ſuch à com- 
bination of grandeur and goodneſs, the aſpect 


of elevation becomes amiable and humane, 


and obſcurity looks cheerful, contented, and 
happy. The advantages and means of thoſe 


in power, for promoting theſe god like pur- AE 


| Poſes, are ample and abundant... They can 
do more by a word, than ordinary mortals 
can effect by the moſt laborious, efforts: but 


in proportion to the abundance of their means, 
will their reſponſibility be ſolemn and awful. 


The uſe they have made of their advantages 
and means will one day be tried at that great 
tribunal, where their tranſitory grandeur will 


diſappear, and they ſhall. be judged, like the 


meaneſt of the people, by Him who alone 
wa 3 reigns 


15 > 
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dlothed with power and authority ought to 
know that Providence has not ſo highly ex- 
alted them from any predileQion for their 
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eternal country, in compariſon with which the 


ſimplicity of manners, which render the calm 


| reigns for ever, with perfect equity and: un- 
erring wiſdom. With reſpect to the rich in 


_ this world's goods, if God permits them to en- 


joy largely the ſweets of their proſperity, he 


at the ſame time calls them to duties which 3 
_ adminiſter a delicate pleaſure to the generous 


mind: he calls them to the relief of the poor 


and needy, whom he has left to their mercy, 


that they might enjoy the exalted ſatisfaction 
of being fellow-workers with him, obo 45 good 


wnto all. He calls alſo the virtuous children - 


of adverſity to patience. and religriation; du- 


are ſubjected, in the hopes of a better and 


temporary diſtinctions of a preſent life are of 
- little or no account. The duties which pecu- 


liarly become a middle ftation in liſe are in- 


duſtry and prudence, and a modeſt and ſober 


ſeene of mediocrity truly eſtimadie ae 
ductive of comfort. 


Thus, under che empire 3 — 
"2s, who has diverſified the ſtations and cir- 
aumſtances of his immenſe family for the good | 


* che . r that family ſhall 


enjoy N 


ring the temporary ſufferings to which they 
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enjoy individually, in the proper ſeaſon, that FI 
| happineſs which they have ſoughtin the paths Y 
af religion and virtue, whether in high or in 

low ſtation; and then it ſhall appear, that ven 
in the moſt unpleaſing ſituations of this tranſi- 

tory life, all the ways of Lord are mercy and | 
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| On S. Perf. Denial of his Maſter 
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AND. THE LORD: TURNED, AND LOOKED 
UPON PETER 3 AND PETER REMEMBER- 
ED THE WORD OF THE LORD, HOW HE 
SAD UNTO- HIM; ” BEFORE THE COCK 

CROW," THOU SHALT'DENY' ME THRICE. 
AND” PETER WENT our AD WEPT 
. TAY) SEL 8 


\H18 is one of the affecting 1 in the 
hiſtory, of our bleſſed Lord, of which 
we ought not to loſe ſight, if we deſire to run 


dur Chriſtian race with perſeverance, and 


prove faithful unto death. The ſubject it offers 
to our conſideration is intereſting f in various 
reſpedts: it exhibits W views of human 


4% 


f DISCOURSE) Ak 491. 


ipfirmity. and Divine condeſcenſion, a warning 
againſt AY call to circumſpection 
and wigilance, and, a, comfortable diſplay. f 
Divine mercy, ſhed forth upon the, pious, an- 
guiſh of ſincere repentance : In St. Peter's de- 
nial of his maſter, a warning voice from the 
earth exhorts him, who thinketh, he e flandeth, fo 
tale heed beſt be fall: but in the recovery of | 
this backſliding Saint, a-comforting voice, as 
it were, from heaven, calls to the fineere and 
penitent Chriſtian, I uill never. leave thee nor 
forſole bie. 

_ In treating this important tubjea, we e hal, 
1 t Vonſider the denial of St. Peter, in the 
cauſes, which gave riſe to it, and the peculiar 
cixcumſtances that aggravate its guilt: 

Al., The: repentance of the fallen apoſtle, 
with the means that produced it, the qualities 
that attended it, and the fruits that followed | * 
it: and, | _ 

-.3diy,. We tall 5 5 this Renal event | in i 
its tendency. to en our faith 2nd; to direct 
OUT + conduct. F 

I. When, C Chriſt bad ee is perſon. 
into the 4 of his enemies, the time came 
when the faith and ſtedfaſt reſolution of his 

. n GO 


— 
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 Uiſtiphes'wete to meet with a Harp tal. Re- 
 Edrdiaghy, knowing che relktteld of his ſin 
dere, 'b dle Fervarits; che gobd Maſter 
Phat With the tmilltitade; which came out 
0 ſeire Him; for their Rbenty, fa) „ w. 
Aud it mW g '6F St. John, 1+ ts 
ur ye Bel, er e Yb dtex. But on- Wi bc 
_ Uaflon, dhe bog undd dpetacus Wpirdt of St. 
Peter Hindered Him from uffoelating the itn- 
Vile of zcal with the dittares f 


adefice. 
Hie Wllowan Chit at à certitti llttaher; and, 
not ſatisfied with avoiding the Aunget" f 
ich UL maden warnel; he went lie the 
court of the high Heſt, and 'miingted did the 
crowd WHO were Hallig the ue of | Chtiff's 


trial in the cbunefl 0 Jy Bit "how ttt: | 
coursging Was the ſcene ilch here proftiited 
Wfelf'to/ the ardent and ahxldüs Utſciple't” Tx 

Maſter, is friend in the hands of Bis thi: 

mies, and ſubmitting to their violence, Has an 
obj ect every way proper to deject his Fpirit. 
It was an obje& ocking to the views which 
g Peter, moſt probably, as vet retained of the 
brandeur 0 of the Wieck; ae no Aoubt it 
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DISCOURSE XX, oy 
fed hl mind with che deopeſt perpleilty. 
In this diſtreſſing moment, his faith id uf. 
peiſed by a ſudden aſſault. A ſervant dL. 
| ploy en! with an onranle” Sen and * 
„ eee ee. 2 
tyndom ariſe to his view; his faith is eclipſed; 
he falle from his Redfaftneſs,arid denies his Maſ- 
ter; as we ſes in the 47th-verle of this chapter. 
St. Matthew obſerves, that after the firſt denial, 
probably overpowered with a ſenſe of his dan- 
ond aſſault met him there, when he hoped 
20 eſcape; and, as one crime brings on an- 
other, when iconſcience has once yielded to 
4einptacion, he repeats the denial of his Maſter 
with awoath. A third aſſault finiſnes the- de- 
Feat-of che falling diſeiple, and produces a 
ird denial, with new and aggravated eircum- 
ſtances of guilt. What a rapid ſucceſfion of 
erinies do we find here, in a good man, achafen 
Aan and where is che heart that will not 
take the alarm at a view of human weakneſs, | 
8 e en ba. 
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"lk If we paſs from the erime of St. Peter, 
ta de caves which contributed to his lament · 


_ khlgifall, wel ſhall find fome views of human 


tation, and will lead us, particularly, to avoid 


laying too much ſtreſs on natural good quali- 
ties, before they have acquired the purity, 
eonſiſtence, and gracious humility of Chtiſt- 


jan virtues. There was ſomething. frank, ge- 
nerous, ardefit; and bold; in the character of 


St. Peter. He had all the qualities that form 


be Chriſtian, hero, when theſe qualities were 
tempered by humility, ſanRified by grace, 


directed by religious truth, and improved by 


experience; and We ſee, in effect, what {a 
gloridus luſtre they afterwards ſhed upon the 
miniſtry of the man who- had denied his 


Mlaſter, and ſaid that he Inet bim not. But 


His boldneſs and ardour, in their natural 
workings, produced ſelf-confidence and tetae: 
rity, which removed a proper ſenſe of his 
frailty, and a juſt apprehenſion, of his danger. 
When his Divine Maſter predicted the apo- 
ſtaſy of his diſciple, and ſaid to him, Bgfu 
the cock erow, thou ſhalt deny me thricey it was 
„ Tec: N 


nathre which are worthy of our ſerious medi- 
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preſumption,” and not inſincerity which dic- 
tatell that pompous anſwer, Though I Ponal 
die with thee; yet I will not deny iber. Though 
all eee get will I nut deny tber. 

Here courage produced preſumption, and pre- 
ſumption a fall. ine i To ending aan 
The natural ardour of this apoſtle contri- 
buted to produce temerity and imprudence 
in acting: it-extited him to encounter a trial 


to Which he was unequal! Had he been 


more calm and ſedate, he would not have en 
tered ãnto the palace of Caiphas, where he had 
no vocation; for the time was not yet come, 


when he was to brave the world and all its op- 


poſition, even in the face of martyrdom and 
death.:: Nor were the ſuccours as yer vouch- 


ſafed, which were to render the cauſe of his 


Divine Maſter triumphant over all his enemies. 


But the natural fervour of St. Peter rendered 
him blind to theſe conſiderations; and thus he 
was vanquiſhed, after the boldeſt profeſſions 


of firmneſs and perſeverance. In the ordi- 
nary. courſe of life, the greateſt dependence is 
not always to he placed on thoſe; who are the 
moſt:eager and ardent in forming reſolutions; 
* ken on ſuch as, * \deliberately- 
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30% DISCOURSE A 
de eviiſidefddthe:difficithies they are to ſencuun-⸗ 
erz are prepared for overcoming'themc! It is 
Ado hſervable; that Gòd's pater al wifdort d 
oftön remhatkably Gfplryed ih adapting phoyi« 
dentiat trials to the: eHaracters and predomt4 
nant paſſions of his ſervants, ti torrett qheir 
faults by eperithentul prodfs of their unipᷣpy 
aſſects and thus to reinſtate and confirm them 


in che paths of wiſdom and virtue. Sudk wan 


the caſe with'St. Peter; in that eee 
currenoe which iv related inlιẽỹmex tete 
Deplorable indeed was the fall of this! Hi 
ciple as your will eafilyi perbeive, when;after 
having 6bferved its cafes; you conſider the 
droumftanees: which aggrav at ns guilt oho 
whom dic he deny It Mus the holy and the 
ja the model of all virtue human and di- 
Vine: it wg iris Maſtef and: his friendz te 
whom he hall profeſſed ahe moſt tender and 
ardent! attachment: who hal Aways! given 
him fieeuliar tokens of lris attefitibni and love: 
and marked Him. a a great and ſigunl inſtru- 


ment in ĩhe propagation af kid gofpel. And 


oben did Petr deny llis-Miaſter 2. It wis in 


but, Auuberei unt none dy def uiii was 


100 8 in 
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the diy of his cadverſity; het heniooked: 
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in une of: thoſe . 
the eſfaſiitu of ftiendſiip am Almas the: muſt 
tender; and evenixiſe:to heroia efforts torbring 
ſuccour and relief to ſuffering virtue: it_'wasl 


in ſuch an; hoir; of calamity: iand; diſtveſs. that = 


the-dcoble diſciple difowned his Maſter; an 
uttered thode erual words, I byoxt h 
. ge hi nat ++ Thon Rn e nog 
th lui God | nad te iam; hn fe ae 
befdreꝶ chow didſtiaddreſi thay ſuhlime and a- 
fectiohata anſwer to 4 pathetic queſtion, Zord;j 
ta i un ug my buſt the wordt 
Arm mn, ! Wioilqc Autos 2. al b 1 
0 Thus you ſee the Kimi! 3 
e the aggravating: ciroummſtannes, of thay igs 
noble. fath-that-coveted, veith ſuame a rchofert 
apoſtte; &fhaine; however, ſoon to be affaced 
vy the glorious huſtre uf his happy reſtorationi | 
Fur if we ſee; im Peter's denial of his Maſter, 
what man is, when left to his \weakneſs and 
his paſſions,” the repentance. of this fallen diſs 
ciple-opdbe' a new ani! a very- different ſcene; 
which exhibits affecting viaws of Divine 
merdy; bd of the triumphs of returning vir; 
tus, when fapparted from above. It is this 
0 e . DD4 _. repentance, 


ad. DTS co ex. 


Suiched it, and the Fruits - thiat ofollowsth it, 


head. 1 : 903117, gase 03: t2ilsr bug 1109241 


II. We have been contemplating: a painful 
object have ſeen in a man, i whoſe heart 


principle ſuſpended, faith eclipſed, and virtiie 
dverpowered, o by a ſuddeh iteinptatibm. cn 
chie humbling ſitumtibn was St, Peter 3 hut tlig 
eompaſſionate: Maſter was :not i unmindfubiof 
Bis feeble and yariquithed ſervant. And here 
- ſcene enſues; which is ſhort, but aſſecting; 
and, in the beautiful ſimplicity of the, narra- 


tion before us, preſents a ſimular mixture of 


che pathetic and tlie ſuliime m for when the di 
| fence was completed, abe cri tre This 
was,'if we may ſo ſpeak, the ſignal for von · 
ſcience to awake from its ſlumber. Then! the 
Lord turned, ani looked upon! Peter. ;i and Pater 
went out and wept bitterly. We may von- 
eeive the feelings of the alarmed. diſciple, at 


this affecting moment: but ho ſhalb attempt 


to expreſs: the energy of that Jook! whichithe 
Baviour caſt on his feeble ſervant, whoſe; heart 


ee ee e eee 
a £8 Q. -:: however, 


repentanve, : th. the ebatubrrro that diſtin- 


- - that" we come no to <confider'in bur feebad 
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| B186OURSE AY © oy 
however,” repreſent to ourſelves, more or leſs, 
the ſeretie majeſty of that look, recalling t 
the diſciple the grandeur: and goodneſs of che 


Mlaſter he had denied, and, with am affecting 


mixture of clemency and reproach, rekind- 
lng love, exciting contrition, and reſtoring 


the momentary apoſtate to himſelf, ied 


viour, and his GW. 

And Peter went oit ond wept bitterly. Many 
things will ſtrike an attentive mind and à feel. 
ing heart, in the ſe few words. How ſpetdy 


dle repentance af mit good man l, How ſoom 


is his eandid heart alarmed, and how e 
is he melted into tears of com! punction by the 
ſontſe of his crime! No 3 of ſelfelove 
ſuſpend or ſuppteſs the feelings of à faichfat - 
tonſtience;/ no delays, ſuggeſted by a corrupt 
indblence;: retard the ſalutary Work of repents 


ante: he went out ſpeedily from the palace f 


the high prieſt, truſting himſelf no longer in 
that dreadful place, where temptation had aſ- 
ſaulted him with ſuch diſmal ſucceſs; He re- 


God and his own ſoul, he poured forth the 
abundance of His penitential forrow. He got 

no more than one look of his Maſter, who. is 
C1397 5 | now 


tired into 2 ſplitary place; and there, between 
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now gone to cloſe his eyes ee 


death, | He ſcazeely expects to ſee him any 
more He repreſents: to his wind the Nleſſed 


virines—loaded. with chains, covered with re- 
proaches, and denied by him in- this deſtinne 
condition, hen be looked: abont, and thera 
waf none to help bim. He remetuberp tha iu · 
dulgent. tendaætneſs of ihe da viour to him, und 
the affeRionate. advice he had ſo often git 
him, in ümes of trial and danger 2 he calls: td 


his Maſter in the vehemence of his zeal; the 


5 - ang, - criminal manner it which:ihe 
| had; violatyd his folemn engagements, und dhe 
competiion;and, patience of the Divine Man 
who gave his falling diſciple no other mack: of 
reſentment than an earneſt look. And when 
all theſe; affecting circumſtances aroſe to his 
recollection. they pierced his ingenupus heart; 
and he wept bitterly. . 
e wept bitterly. Well does the eloquent 
ſimplieity of theſe fe words epreſo the n. 
ture of. Peter's repentanee, the anguiſh of, his 
generous heart, the ſincerity of his pious con- 
trition and ſorrow! His tears were not the 
Won 5 tears 


| Joſs, za his patleſs inngcence—+inhis Divine - 
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tour lol dbarb ) bull no port in them. "The love 
of his: Divine Maſter, the ingratitude of an 


view of offended Henven, and the rimage:of 
Ohriſt's celeſtial virtue that ariſes' to his riod 


bled: mind ali theſe recollections draw: fortli | 


the tears of pious c ontrition and 'generous'res 


morſe. Satred tears ! they flowed" from 8 
ſeriſe of offended goodneſs; 4nd no proſpact - 


impumity would liave dried thetn, without thd 


true! or N Which e ee 


far euer. 9710 1 1 2717 7 


"Abd eben dee * the fruits that 
ertwynerl the repentance of this apoſtle! 
amazing the change that was wrought in 
him after this event! He roſe triumphant 


front his fall, and a new luſtre adorned hid“ 


tirtues, puriſied in the furnace of trial and 
affliction. His preſumption was changed int 
humble fortitude ; the ardour of his temper was 
modified into ſtedfaſt zeal and reſolute perſe- 


vera:ice; he was no more à read ſhaken by the 


i, but a rock;aghinſt which the ſtorms of ad- 
n — as invain. 


be db dabpatr the ſorrow of thr'avorld; thick «. 
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mimal though mromenitary denial; the awfhl. 


cdmforts of returning virtue, and the: fruits = 
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+, He, who lately tr mbled at the yoice of a ſer | 


_ vant maid, is the firſt who preaches a crucified 
Saviour in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, in the! face 

df perſecution and death. And though, after 

his happy reſtoration, nothing could vanquiſh 
his intrepidity, or even damp his courage, yet 
his humility and meekneſs were equal to his 
eonſtancy and fortitude... No more boaſting 
compariſons in his ov favdur! No more 
ſelf⸗ſufficiency ! The remembrance of his fall 


had ſuppreſſed all the motions of pride and 


preſumption: and it is worthy of being remark- 
ed here, that when, on a certain occaſion; 


Jeſus ſaid unto him, Simon Peter, loveft thou 
me more than theſe do? he declines the com- 


parlſon; and humbly appealing to the 
Scareher of hearts for the ſincerity of his af- 
fection, he replies to his Divine Maſter in the 
language of modeſt” confidence, and fays, 
Tord, uke things, thou knoweft that 
_ Plovethee; G blizz oi 
Such were ihe bel fruits of Peter'b re- 
pentance, which changed the anguiſh and bit- 


terneſs of his ſoul into that peace of” Cod that 
puſſeth underſtanding ; and, after tears ſhed 
in the night-leaſon, Or" Joy and. rejoicing: 
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with the return of the morning. Merciful are 
the ways of Heaven to erring man, as the goſ— 
pel of grade and truth ſhews ; not only by re- 
viviog promiſes, but alſo by. affeQing exams 
ples. And in all its circumſtances, preſented 
with ſuch ſimplicity, what example can he 
more affecting than that of our text? It re- 

mains, now, to conſider this ſignal event in 
its happy tendency to confirm our faith, and 
to direct our conduct. This is hat we pro | 
1 do in the third head. 
III. Obſerve here, firſt, what a bright luſtre | 
the. penitential tears and ſorrow: of St. Peter 
ſhed upon the character and miſſion of aur 

4 Bleſſed Lord. Had not Chriſt been the holy 
and the juſt, the true Meſſiah ? Wherefore 
ſhould Peter have wept ſo bitterly for having 
denied him? Who would take ſhime to him- 
ſelf, and feel the pangs of remorſe, for having 
denied an impoſtor? And was there exer 
a\ man who, after having denied an impoſ- 
tor, would not only repent in the duſt, 
but in the face of death defend his cauſe 
againſt che powers of the world, after he had 
, expired. in the agonies of an ignaminigus 
Mo the events of this remarkable 
; 111 wy hiſtory 3 
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Angenuous ſorrow dejects our hearts, and a 


gig DISCOURSE xx. 2 
kiſtory, the ſpotleſs innocence of the Divine 


Sxviour is glorioufly diſplayed. In even the 


his enemies, his celeſtial virtues /bine forth os 


; Wa rangers: mann auen 


way.” | 3 Hi 
In de ecu) ple; MO SE RR 
end reſtoration of St. Peter in a point of view 
ne 0e Pate, we man bad en in 


to our moral and religious conduct. We ſee, 
among other things, a very affecting example 


of the precious advantages of virtuous habit, 


by the facility it gives to the repentande of the 
good man, hen be has fallen before u fulldeh 


temptation. One look of the Saviour was ſuf- 


A fingle 100k melted him ante che tears and 
forrows of repentance. Let us take this fer 


in any inflance we fall from our ftedfaPtiieſs. 
Af, when we have yielded to-temptati6n, an 


Tpecdy return to the paths ef virtue crowns 


our repentanee ; if, upon the alarms and ter- 


et a faithful conſcience, reaſon and virtue 
reſume 


firuivein ſeveral reſpects, of great motbent 


the teſt of our religious and moral ſtate, when 


7 


Dsds es K. ig 
ai tes dent, and a painful ce exo 
on "offended gebdnefs aulttistes ane our 
bedleus efforts t0'forye the gremeſt and beſtaf 
Bdings f chi may encourage uus to look up 00 
His chrene of mercy with humble confidence, 
Aud to g 08 in our toay rejoicing in hope. To. 


bay, i ye will hear his voice,” burden a n,, 


Genen, in chat lethargic inſenfibility, andthe 
N dangerous fate.” 
Ae is certain that che pollcration: of '8t. . 
Peter is a truth, full of encouragernent (and 
_ corifolation to 'fincere Chriſtians. In 
ſee' the 'mercy-of that God, who defireth wot 
Be"Yeath 'of a former ; who Enows our Fade, | 
mul vemembern that ebe are but dust; he bee 
holds; wich an eye of compaſkon; e infirm. 
ties of his ſervants, and never fais eher te 
ſopport them in the hour of dempptarten; er, 
when they fall, to reſtore them, by er 
forrow and a ſalutary repentance, to the-paths 
df virtue. 7 will never leave thee-nor ats 
thee, 4s the-promiſe of the Almighty to-thoſe | 
that put their truſt in him, and commit et 
ſouls to his keeping. But glorious and eh 
Tortahle us this nnn ” 
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any of us to fold our arms in an indolent {e- 


curity, as if nothing were to be done on our 


part. This abuſe of the promiſes of God, and 


the ſuccours of grace, mult prove fatal to our 
beſt. intereſts; for the fall of St. Peter is ag 
much adapted to excite vigilance, as his re- 


cuvery is to prevent deſpair. It is a perpetual 


admonition to avoid temptations, as far as is 
poſſible and conſiſtent with duty: for if it is 


comfortable to be reſtored, it is much more ſo 
not to fall. Happy indeed they, who, when 
they are aſſailed by trials and temptations, 


combat them through the ſuccours of Heaven, 
and come off victorious. But becauſe this 


victory is not always ſure, wiſe are they who 


prudently avoid them. The good man in our 


text ran into the way of. danger without ne- 


. ceflity;; and thus, truſting. with too much | 
confidence in.the warmth of his xoal; and the ; 


imagined goodneſs of his principles, he. was | 
ſurpriſed by temptation, and fell from his in- 


tegrity. Let us profit by the warning which 


bis example holds forth: let vigilance and 


prudence, accompanied with an humble ſenſe 


of our infirmity, and a pious dependence on 


the ſuccours of Heaven, be the conftantanides : 
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| < FORE OY they will happily con- 
trihute to / make us fedfaft and immauable in 
dur Chriſtiau courſe j; they will render qur re- 


ſolutions eſſectual, and our petſeverance ſteady, 


and victorious. Let him that. Bicker Be ck, 


th take beed Kft be falls 11g. | 15 


With theſe rules and e deen ap ex- 


ample of this apoſtle's glorious heron to”. | 


the favor of God and the paths of virtue 

will ſhed conſolation and hope through the,” 
heart of the Ohriſtian in the day of trial and 
infirmity: but it is to the ſincere Chriſtian. | 
alone that this conſolation and hope belong. 
They do not belong to you, who reſemble St. 
Peter only in his fall, and not in the ingenu- 


ous and ſalutary contrition with which he la- 


mented his defection, and the Tignal fidelity and 


ſublime virtues with which he crowned his re- 8 


turn to the profeſſion he had diſhonoured, It 
is rather to be lamented than diſguiſed, that 


the Chriſtian profeſſion is often diſhonoured by 


a a falſe ſhame in thoſe who ſilently and without 
any mark of diſapprobation hear the cauſe of 
religion attacked by the infidel, or profaned 
by the indecent raillery of the licentious. This 
is a Fly of denial of the Saviour which be- 
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| and the grandeur of 
his immortal promiſes, Such, | knowing in 
ni they have believed, will never be 
| of thegy e of Chrift ; on the contrary, they 
cou firs in the name of their Divine Re- 
And, after having been faithful ev 
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ab e 1 n 5 
_ DARKNESS," and before your feet S run © ©. 
on the dark mountains, and while ye lool for | 
© LIGHT, be turn it into the ſhadow of me 5 
and make it groſs darkneſs. N Ce 1 : 


— 


E have ever been alld to tho eolehr 
under-an_aſpe& of things ſo omincus anl. 
alarming as that which is'preſented'to'us t 
this moment. A cloud Gf I may ufo the me- 2 
Ban : * R 2 fg taphor. 5 e 
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4 DISCOURSE XXL. 


| taphor of the text) has ariſen in our neigh- 


bourhood, loaded with calamity and deftruc- 
| tion, and we need not enumerate the horrors 
| that have already proceeded from its boſom ; 
they are known to you in all their atrocity ; 
and where is the heart that has not felt them 
with aſtoniſhment and anguiſh? The daily 


recital of them oppreſſes the heart ;—piety is 


troubled at the view of 'them;—humanity 


weeps over them; and they are marked with- 


A we ought to humble ourſelves, on this lolemn 
day, before the throne of Gad. 0 
This is ſurely a time to enter, like ap, 


X into the /anfuary of the Divine Proyidence, 
which is the high refuge of the religious mind, 
amidſt the tumults and calamities of a tranſi- 
tory world. As the hand of the Moſt High 
is evidently ſtretched out to viſit the nations, 
let us hear the voice that ealls us to give glory 
to him, before he permits the calamitous dark- 


. of theſe RR EE: to extend to us, 
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-and: to covet a country which has. been bog 
and often peculiarly e vx N. 
DN proteQaion. 7g io 2 cont 2h 
The words of our text were addreſſed by. 

8 r to a people .who had long conti- 
nued ungrateful and impenlitent, under the 
oſt! ſignal meteies and the moſt} ſokmg 

warnings. of Providence. At length, ho w- 

ever, the time approached when the decree 
Vns to bring forth and unfold its terrors. Je- 
remiah, divinely inſtructed to connect the fate 

of nations with the empire of Providence, * 
Frequently: admoniſhed the people of their 
danger, but in vain... They went on enjoying 
the calm ſeaſon: of their proſperity with le- 
thargic ſecurity; and, not e how 
ſoon; a. ſerene * might be be , overcaſt with 
clouds, they. took no precautions againſt the 
evil day. In the mean time, the prophet ſaw 5 
the cloud gathering v Which was to involve Je- 
ruſalem | in a fatal. darkneſs, and he addreſſes 
to the. people the ſolemn admonition of our 
text: Give; glory t to the Lord your God, before 5 
be cauſe DARENES8, _ and before your m4 
Ws * Fork, mountainr, and, or E 
e 8 x hs | 
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Toh fer Tiga, Be men in ifo tbr ache "of 
"Heath, And Wake ir 47% dur M 01 
5 The ſcenes of confuſion cad @tamntry Mh 
Webs peking do this anhappy country, are 
Were repreſented by expreſſive wetaphove, 
Which have u determinbte ſtuſe im the" pro- 
phetie Writings. Daringf is Al ufd c 
Vente great calkmities; ſuch de War, famine, | 
Ni diſcords; and popular San? "ts 
be, von the contrary, bs empfoyrd vo NMH 
© Be ce, abitilitce, and other tation? blefftngs. 
fore ol Net. Rumble upon the diy inn, 
4 5 Lent Yepreferity,)# lively man- 
Yer, 5 Aite of perplexity, precipitition, nd 
Ac esse by che Wagen Ipftbadh's? 
Unger or alverfity, on WHeh nitro fta 
Artue aud Prüſlent Foreſight had nmde nb 
Preparation. Phils wis Pretiſcly the Alte" ef 
de Fews When they dere wrfrla by K6f- 
Ale invaffen. When tie Bibylonians 2i2ives, 
Weir tity" es Wiakelied' intb Alti 
Went ant HSI ; weit efbrts Witte M- 
Feed and tieffottiral ; Aud, le thy ffn. 
, I. e. for nadöndl fafety,) r eh 
_ hank Butt the har at, 
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After horrid ſcenes of carnage, in which the ; 
royal family was not ſpared, they were carried 
into: captivity; and chus were yerified tbe 
- preditions of the prophets,” Which had been 
philoſophers of the time, who, funk in an in- 
dalent ſenſuality, the foſtering parent of irre- 

Tigiod;: and the mortal enemy of all public 

Apirit,; had been perpetually crying out, de 
Lond. fail do n gaod, neither ſhall he do evil. 

a We would hope that the inhabitants of this 

 Kepublice-neither: reſemble the people; to whom. 

theſe words were addreſſed if their moral Rate, 
mor in the fate that awaited them in the diſ- 

{penſations-of Providence. They are, never. 

Abelaſes ſo far applicable to our preſent circum- 

-andde,:95 to furniſh the moſt ſolemo And G. 

_ -pariod-of time. In this point of xiew they 
n e e ne . | 
Fat, Gain! 4 0 9 Wing ; | 
drendeof..calamity and N eee 7755 

Inſtipappuehended. e Mogan e | 
'1iy;Recondly, Abe Adana Aube | 
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"Give glwy ts rhe Lond your Gul eren 
. darkneſs; en el 551 e 300 e e ener 
I. 7% The proſenttime"is/agtimes.of 
Aͤlͤaager, in Which trying genes of ocalamiry 
Aud darkmeſd may be juſthy apprehen de Fhe 
_ -awful events thir-alarny us on all dee, de 
Proper to diſpel all illusion on this heatholnid 
| they muſt naturally excite a paĩnful ſenſibiliiy 
in every heart. There are dbire pltiguts 
which have for ſome time ꝓaſt been entęehdiiig 
their fatal influence thrbugh a conſiderable 
part of the Continent; and they threat che 
deſtruction of all ſocial order all perſonal ſe- 
curity and domeſtic comfort, all public und 
"national" felicty, -'They have bert formed 
and foſtered;ince the'commencementtefatc | 
Preſent century, in the bolom/of theme C- 4 


'upt nation in Chriſtendom, und: have 4 
Aſſued forth wick combined fury; carryüngdg- 3 
ſolation and mifery wherever they cnõmen . ; 
exciting painful anxiety whereverathownap- | - 

. _ proach'is/apptcherided.> Andy) as AF be pre- WM + 
Jeent period of umb were toilbe/mmarkebmvith e 
., the firangeſt characters of-:contzadiftioniand - If 
- <ibſurdity;«cthels plagues derive theinvofigin | i 


from the e a va; philoſophy, £ 
den > ; | 2 | | whoſe 5 | 


, 
* 
1 5 
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kinds: imperions pedagogues let en | 
up as the law-givers and didtators of che hu- 
mum race. And what · are the plagues which 
_ -thils philoſophy has produced? Alas! the fr 
it Anbsos by ier fruits, und its fruits are a hirit 
. @ pitii of popular: commotion, arid. 
'a 'ſpirit of aver and dominion, exerted under 
he bloody r of a fantaſtic" and ſpurious 
Uiberty. "! - Det Lots Fongde of fs 
10 1% The: Guſt fruit of this gloomy and dread- 
ul philoſophy is a ſpirit of irreligion; and this, 
| indeed; hy diſengaging conſcience from the in- 
Maerice- of all authority, human and divine, 
and ſetting looſe-the rein to every irregular. 
poaſſion, gives a fatal nouriſhment to the otlier 
plagues nom mentioned. But what muſt we 
_ kink of a ſpirit of irreligion proceeding; from 
Pbilgſapby This ſurely is a monſtrous pro- 
duction: it is a ſtrange and total inverſion of 
the order of things ; it is, However, of a pitce 
with the other unnatural productions af the 
day, If the times of Paganiſm the only true 
notions: which were entertained. concerhitigih - 


found in the ſchools of the philoſophers, and 
a ' ; %. is 4 l = ; 
a 0 8 e 


Supreme Being and a ruling Providence ware 


Sz 


426 : DISCOURSE: XXL | 


ed atoms: Ad der ne 
iges of | Athens and Rome have ſtood; aſto- 
miſhed, mad it been predicted to then, that in 
the future and more enlightened ages ef the 
world, and even under the advantages of a 
| Divine Revelation, (which the moſt eminent 
of theſe Sages * almoſt foreſaw,) atheiſm and 
_ religion would: one day be propagated under 
the name of philoſophy, and a punti of 
_  departed-ptofligates: (metamorphoſed into he- 
.yoes ani 'demi-goils) erected to inſult the 
"a —_— of Hin who. was ner 
e ee een 0 

| The:anicle eee ant, 3 
ee eee is the great object that 
_ -ought principally to employ aur meditations 
on chis ſolemn day, hen we preſent; ur- 
Aclues befure the Ruler of · nations, 40 acknow- 
_Tedge his empire and to implant his prateo- 
öh. Meligion ia the ire nüleſephy of c- 
deftial wiſttom;; it is the inſtructor, the guide, 
ent Wa. Rs 1 
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DISCOURSE XX. ay 

in all che circumſtances of enjoyment ar ſuſ- 
FfKering in Which he ean be placed. To the ia 
_ dividul-it is a ſouroe of donſolation and an | 
anchor of hope, amidſt all the tranſiemt tumaults 


and yliforders of the world ;, and-avit frength- - 


ens all the bonds of ſocial order and moral 
N it. dignifies, ſtrengthens, and exalts a 
Ooaſider with eandour the ſpiri 
re- eee che ca- ; 
ier it ig eulipted to form in the erue Chriſt- 
nun ch embraers it in its gentide ſimplicity, 
Wiſengaged from the abuſes of ſupenſtition and 
vrthuſtaſmq and the inflicnce that ſuch à ch 
"rafter muſt have in promoting the beſt in- 
Toeroſte of civil ſocety. This- divine Goſpel, 
von ho, fands its gentle but commanding 
Tower hre human laws cannot reach, -,, 
o the ſeotet receſſes of the heart; it nan 
266as' the Glrriſtian with God, as the-ereatar, 
 Wehendfagor, the faviourof men, he ſeaher 
A hearts, the affertor'of rightectiſneſt, aubtne 
Judge f the World! It governs his: Jeath- 
Tents and uffections as well-ds his: coadut 
And achensg und engages him to be virtuous 
a his own eye 15 Well as io thereyes pf the 
Reis As 9 e : 


6 — 
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| world: L addreſſes its divine language equally 
5 the higheſt and the loweſt in human ſo- 
25 eiery; becauſe their eſſential intereſts, both in 
ume and in eternity, are | 
e instructions it adminiſters. | Ic ſheds peace 
in the cottage of the! peaſant; it forins the 
manners of the eitizen to order and juſtice; 
it adds new ignity to fovereiguty, ſoſtens 
ſubordination, and, after having promoted all 
the ſalutary ends of a wiſe and happy govern- 
ment here below, it prepares the temporary 
lſubjects of earthly empires for a kingdom of 
wer pelt, and feliclry, <pbich ſhall never l. 
moved; mere N ee r ror? 
Aeschi iet e Ealhary inneres) Ir is ne - 


e equally concerned in 


ered authority of this Goſpel; that x notorious 


- toiifederacyhas,'for many years paſt; been en- 


deuvouring to undermine and deftroy': rſt, 


in ſeeret, by perfidious intrigues even in che 


cubinets of princes; and afterwards more 


dbopeply by licentious publications, in which | | 
me imagination, deluded by vicious plea- 
futtry, and the paſſions, inflamed. by every 
Art of ſeduction, corrupted the judgment, 
A for Fr an eaſy, atcels, 


| E e 


_ — e 8 N — 
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12 piscounsz XXI. wo 
eſpecially, 40” yan: 98 \utioxplſencod 
minds. ener. 
But all attempts to be or undermine 
by violence or ſophiſtry the diſpenſation of 
celeſtial truth and merey, which has already 
triumphed over ſo many forms of oppoſition 
in che world, are as vain as they are impious. 
For the: foundation of God flandeth ſure , and 
neither the powers of darkneſs nor the rage 
of the wicked ſhall finally prevail againſt it. 


The time will come (and perhaps that time is 


not far off) when the moſt outrageous eneinies 
ol chat Goſpel which God in his merey has 
given to man as a ſource of redemption and 
a rule of life, ſhall be broken gſunder, and be 
diſperſed lile chaff before the wind, for the in- 
ſtruction we the leſs” os nations of e 
world. 

In the mean time; are we in no 4 
| 5 poiſonous contagion of that irreligious ſpirit 


which has gained ſuch fatal ground in theſe 


latter days? Are there no ominous ſymptoms - | 
of it in the midſt of us? Theſe are important 
. we cannot WEI without | 


* 


* „ p YL » 
1 * „ Ti- i. 19. | » , 


afflition, 


© until they loſe ſight-of their mar vellous origin, 


4 LE DESCOURSE' 111. „ 
ane I is true, the inhabitants of ,this 
republic 5 been always deemed a religiqus 


people and can they ever ceaſe; to he ſuch, 


and of the long ſeries ef providential wonders 
by Which they have been ſuſtained and pre- 
ſerved againſt the uſual courſe. of ſecond 
ktauſes, though by glorious inſtruments? For 
what nation is there who bave had God ſo nigb 
unto them as the Lord your God hath been 10 


(> you in all things that you called upon him for * ? 


KA! never loſe ſight of thele things —-tell 
them to your children ;—tranſmit them to 
Four children's children, that they may keep 
alive that ſpirit of religion and of religious 
fortitude which animated your forefathem to 
| ſuch heroic deede as will render dh 
rleſpectable and illilttrious in all ages. 


ill 
But though this nation has bot, in he 1 a 
forkeited its. religious character; though the 
| number of thoſe who know, by their inward 


peace and tranſporting hopes, what a happy 
thing it is to be a Chriſtian, is far from being 


inconſiderahle in this republic; though: the 
ny: oY Deuteronomy, iv 7. „ 
nit | N edifying 


DISCOURSE XXI. 4a ; 


_  eflifying appearance of real devotion and” | 
| pious recollection with which the ſolemn ſer- 
vice of this day is performed, affords a com 
fortable preſumption, that there are multitudes 
in; this favoured land who have adopted that: 
memorable yow of Joſhua At for me a 
my bouſe we will ſerve the Lord; yet it muſt be 
confeſſed, - that there are many exceptions to 
lament on this head. —We do not affirm this 
from our on obſervation. It is the complaint 
of our ſovereigns, in the proclamation which, 
aſſembles us at this time. They complain ox 
the increaſe of a cold indifference with reſpect 
to religion; and it is certain that religion has, 
in a great meaſure, loſt its influence on the 
minds of many, who have neither renounced 
ĨQis to them neither a ſource of conſdlation in 
of proſperity, nor a rule of life and manners. 3 
It neither awakens their conſciences, nor re- 1 
ſtrains their irregular paſſions, nor betters 1 
their hearts, nor excites their zal for the ſer» : 
vice of that Divine Redeemer who has called 
them out of darknefe into bis maruellous light, 
W een, 
RE hes Sas 
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_ 6 vity, Which receives no reſtrainveven from 


A the admonitions of an ale ming Provi. 


dene And is this complaint” wit without 
wunden 2: It is true, our refinements! in 
luxury are not carried to ſuch a length as they 
are in other nations, where fertile and exten 
five territories furniſh with facility ſources of 


opulence; and Nature ſheds her treafures with” 


4 liberal and laviſh hand. They are, how- 
ever, gone far enough to threaten the rapid 


decline of a country where the parſimony of 


nature, in a ſmall territory, can only be com. 


| penſated by a ſober ſimplicity of life and man- 


ners, and by laborious: and perſevering in- 


| thoſe: imaginary wants which render tlił indi- 
viduals of a nation eb, and conſequent! 


diſpoſed to furniſh, from their opulence, a 
ſource to the public: in time of e 


are gone far enough to relax both our prin* 
eiples and our morals, and to produce among us 
(as they generally do in ſmaller ſtates) a decline 


of genius, talent, capacity, and public ſpirit. 
„And what a humiliating contraſt do theſe 
things make witli the alarming cĩircùmſtances 


They complain 6f'* a pine of luxury RY 4 


duſtry —they are gone far enough to'iltiply: 
* F 


* 
DDr e * 


f 


DISCOURSE. XXI. 


wound every virtuous and feeling mind, and 
fink the heart into . and de- 
' ſpondeney: 3 


We muſt not diſguiſe e our moral ſtate, which i: 


bas ſuch a momentous influence on our na- 


tional, conſi ſtenee, "dignity, and proſperity: 5 | 
and it muſt be confeſſed that our moral ſtate 
hag been gradually declinigg in many reſpects. | 


That virtuous ſimplicity of manners, that 
maſculine and ſteady vigour of mind, which 


iſhed the men of ancient days, have 


unde one a viſible alteration in our times. 
It is, 


have deen gprrupted by that, nation which 


for above a century paſt has been the corrup- 
ter of Europe, and is now. extravagantly at- 
tempting to involye it in barhariſm and anar- 
chy. Our young men reſarted thither to finiſh | 
their education and poliſh their manners, and 
too frequently returned with the. infection of 
its inkidelity, its luxury, and its vices. Thus 


= DN, FF 
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433 
* which we are actually placed? In the moſt- 
peaceable times theſe ſymptoms. of national 
corruption ought to excite ſorrow and ſhame z 


but' in the day of daringſ, when the tempeſt 
is preparing its. tertOrs all around us, they muſt 


is, among othet things, remarkable that we 
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3 that nation dict us more real injury by.their 
examples / their philoſophy, and their modes, 
han they have cer, done by their arms: and: 
dier intrigues, though thepſometimesinvaded 
and laid waſte our threitories with hoſtile fury, 
| and hade: often feilucadl us: into labyrinths of 
perplexity and diſtreſs, under the maß ol 
frietidſbip: - Butzthay union” will gorrupt us 
nb nwre.-5On:thetedntrarys t holds forth, to 
1 und to ul the pationt>of ch Mold, an ex- 
3 ample every: way proget to) terrify., ant in- 
nruct. Ie ſhe vy us in what the maxima gf ap 
impious philoſophy rand the licentious, frenzy 
of unprifcipled liberty, terminate, by the com- 
plicated/{cenes of-milery,which they;have g- 
| Hibited+ to out: obſervationz; for, amidEt the 


temporary ſucceſs of. its romantis gxPlojts, ve 


ſee all the branches ef its proſperity-blaſted;r— 
| mittions of its inhabitants, at home or im exile, 
Amvolveck in all: the: horrora of catnagey famine, 
and deſpairy and all the ſymptoms of approach- 
ing ruin fermenting in its boſom » iis 1. 
Happy would t be for human nature and 
Eivil ſociety, if the dreadful example of * 

anſatuated people produced effeRs; ſtill more 
talatary than a preſervative, merely, * 
eir 


Y « 
* 
— Y 
* 


weir overgrown corruption 1 It is not enough 
to behold with horror the ſanguinary ſpirit of: 
Auch) aud Barbariſm to which gas 
and atheiſm open a full career, by removing 
_ moſt” reſpectable and powerful reftraints 
lieh wün be impoſed upon the paſſions of 
E 1 not this calamitous example like wife 
adapted to chatige into zeal that cold indiffer- 
ence Which ſo often accompanies the external 
profeſſon of Chriftianity?-* Ought it not to 
make üg all perecive and feel, with new de- 
grees of -convittion and ſenſibility, the excel- 


5 Rhee and importance' of that divine religion 


which i is the vital principle of right conduct, 
ſocial order, and true ſatisfaction in all our re- 
lations in 7bir life, as well as in thoſe 5 pe 
we hope to form or rene w in a better? 
2. The ſecond: plague” Which has prone 
from the pretended philoſophy of certain re- 
formers, and which Tenders the times dart 
Aud Alamitbuss is à ſpirit of popular commo- 
Don and! inteſtine diſcord. This plague is often | 
 expreffed” in the” ſacred writings under the 
ige of aur igt, on account of the diſmal 
8 48 0 deftruttive confuſion it produees. And 
IT there & et was 4 this; when this poiſer-of 


.- 
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5 "DISCOURSE Xx. | | 
WEE: public felicity ought to be the object 8 our 
moſt ſerious attention, it is in this hour of re- 
l ligious meditation, when we come to plead 
VWith the mercy of Heaven for the falvation of 
our country. We need not deſcribe the hor- 
nd commotions and. inſurreQions which the 
5 novel doctrines of theſe times have excited in 
- - a country at this moment periſhing in convul- 
br ſions under their fatal influence; nor need we 
mention the odious methods which that de- 
/ _ graded nation has employed to ſtir up a ſpirit 
-" inſubordination and rebellion in all the 
countries of Europe, and even in more diſtant 
parts of the world. Their attempts have not 
5 been entirely unſucceſsful: for if they have 
„ overturned no government but their 
den; {whoſe deſpotiſm and corruption called, 
indeed, loudly for  reformation,) they have 
diſturbed well- being, order, and tranquillity | 
in many ſtates. Their doctrines and pro- 
jects, when only promoted by ſophiſtry, in- 
 trigue, and pompous declamations, on ſuch 
ambiguous words as natural equality and on. 
rights of men, deluded. many: but ſince. yio- ; 
lence and aſſaſſination have become the per- 
5 manent . of their _— at home, 


and ; 


. 
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and ardege and plunder the inſtruments -of 


tits propagation abroad, the eyes of mankind 


begin to open: the ſpecious maſk that covered 
a peſtilential philoſophy is falling, and its oc- 
1 qualities, (if 1 may uſe that expreſſidn,) 
being known by their fruit, will eome forth 
to view in their genuine colours, and will ap- 
pear to be nothing more than the luſt of do- 


minion and rapine, or, at e the ann N 


of diſordered brains. tk 


It is certain that pat mals and znfur- 


r muſt be conſidered as the moſt fatal 
an criminal calamities that can afflict a coun- -- 
try. In Scripture-hiſtory they are often men- 
_ tioned as the decifive marks of God's final 
Judgments; they are even placed in the liſt 
of thoſe awful circumſtances that are to pre- 
eib the diſſolution of che world. However 
"that may be, they are, in the nature 


convulſtve Iymptoms of the ruin of a ni. 
Im ſuch an unnatural ſtate of things, all Taws 


and authority, human and divine, being re- 5 Fr. 
duced to ebntempt. the reins are let looſe to 


© every! . A lawieſs multitude are ſet i in 
AN AS ad © 3 5 motion, 


whit they become permanent and 1 ; 
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;andtion, and the beſt members of for ociety are 
|at:the, merey of the worſt. No. ſecurity 1 re- 
mains for our perſons or our property. "All 
our ſocial enjoyments are embittered, and all 
the comforts of our domeſtic relations become 
objects of terror, on account of the cage 
Ri threaten. thñem 01-4 
If ſuch: a ſpirit of 4 ſhould ariſe in 
"this peaceable and induſtrious country, mer- 
- ciful Heaven! what would become of us? 
| We had Painful: {ymptoms of it ſome Fours 
ago, which. fraternal charity would wiſh to 
- forget, but which, in wiſdom and prudence, 
we are. obliged to recollect, that we may pre- 
vent their return, arm ourſelves with the ſa- 
exed principles of. religion And virtue againſt 
the licentious maxims that produce them, and 
point out, as the enemies of human ſociety 
and human felicity,; the perſons. that, would 
dere to renew our diſcords. Our late . 
 ' were: fomented and. inflemed by the ſame | 
_ = unprineipled enemy ho 1 us at 
preſent with unjuſt, unprovoked hoſtilities ; 
and had they not been providentiallx ſup- 
1 "wy wu bave n us in ca- 
lamities 


1 
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lamities 1 — to thoſe SED AY have "Men 
Produced in our neighbourhood by the fury 
+ = fanatical- reformers - and lawgivers.: Even 


the progreſs they made was affliting, by; its 
onlpyr effects on our national ſtrength and 
reſources. We ſhall not enter into any farther 
detail concerning them, as all theſe things muſt 
be freſn in your memory. But we aſk;— 
Where is the virtuous eitizen, whatever his 
"political opinions may be, ho would wiſh 
tie feturn of ſuch times, to trouble the rran- 
*quillity and blaſt che proſperity of à country 
'Where® the voice of the oppreſſor was never 
Heard, where every man ittetb under bis oton 
bine and Bir on fig-tree*, under the pro- 
tection of a mild government and equal laws; 
Wich full ſecurity for his perſon and property. 
tie freedom of his actions and opinions, and 
the unmſoleſted enjoyment of all' his ſocial and 
domeſtit comfort: „ i ess 
But theſe are not the only conſiderations 
* would render popular eommotions cri - 
minal und odibus at chis time: There is a | 
ae that would render them flagitious 
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and treaſonable in a very high dag 8 and 
. that is, the hoſtile ſtandard which, with equal 
5 treachery and violence, is raĩſed to encourage 
 .. + and'ſupport them. What! is it at the mo- 
ment vrhen a fierce and eruel enemy threatens 
MN Wen en us in the boſom of our profound and 
neutral tranquillity, that any would work to 
his hand by troubling our internal peace In 
_ what light muſt we conſider ſuch» as are ca- 
6 - pable of expecting with pleaſure, or beholding 
08 indifference, theſe lawleſs invaders? Can 
© we conſider them as Chriſtians? No; let not 
that ſacred," that benevolent denomination be 
defiled by its application to the fomenter of 
1 _ diſcord under a hoſtile ſtandard; runder 
be protection of armed legions," who have re- 
nounced even the pre of religion; as well 
az the laws of juſtice and humanity. Can we 
conſider them as true patriots a term hoſe 
proſtitution we deplore. Surely there is no 
Vvirtubus citizen, no true patriot, whos in a mo- 
ment of cool and candid reflection, would be 
willing to ſacrifice the ineſtimable bleſſings 
and privileges we enjoy, to the pufſuir- oF -a 
5 ſpurious and I. e which (when- 
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ever attempts have been made to introduce 1) 
has produced nothing but e and de- 

ſolation. % 25: 5820 

But though popular comzotions and tp- : 
mults deęſerve to be 2 as the greateſt 
_ of all temporal calamities, and render the 
times dark and 3 in \the higheſt degree, 
Jet there is another circumſtance which, as it 
is ſomewhat related to them, and ſometimes 
excites them, we cannot paſs over in ſilence. 
What I haye here in view is a violent party- 
ſpirit, and a want of union among the heads 
and members of a nation, more eſpecially i in 
the proſper of common danger. We ate or- 
dered this day, by the. Sovereign, to pray to 
Sod, the author of peace and the lover of 
* concord, that he would be pleaſed to remove 
our diſcords and heal our diviſions; This em- 
boldens us to touch that ſore, that dangerous. 
I wound, which feſters i in the boſom of our na- 
th ional health and f felicity. . ; Diſcords and divi- | 

_ ſions, even in e times, retard the pro- 
greſs of national proſperity, particularly when 
; they are nouriſhed by corrupt principles and 
| * views: : * in the- period of danger, 
N 


- 
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Ph enemy, they are criminal and Aiſa 
trous in the extreme, In ſuch a caſe,” it i is 
only when the mariner join hearts and hands 


to ride out the form, that the public veſſel, 


which carries all that is dear to us as men and 
- Chriſtians, can, with the ſuccours of the Al- 
mighty, be ſaved from ſhipwreck, Ne 
We have lately ſeen a noble and | antmating 
proof of this in the Britiſh Iſles, They Are 
not without their portion of Party- pliit and 
political diſfenſion. But when the proſpett of 
common danger called for their union; When 
they ſaw a plan, equally ; abſurd and |portetitous, 
formed by the diſtracted regicides of our Ay, 
to over turn chrones, to extirpate fovereigns, 


and to propagate uniyerſal diſorder and anarchy; 


what, happened ? They forgot their diviſious; 
_ they ſuſpended the execution of unſcaſonable 
projects; ; they united, as. in 2. halanx, in in 
ſupport of their liberty, their laws, their 


- conflitution, and their country, 8 and (with 
_ few,_exceptions) rofl e in one virtuous and, 


maieſtic as "under the ſtandard of their 


eo W , 5 Hay the man. for the fal- 
© vation 


its do er e e 


Fition of their" Iſrael and the: en e 
. | 
And hall not we Wo! forget ide 


"yp low attractions of partial views and ſepa- - 


5 rate intereſts, while the enemies of Heaven 
and earth menace our peace, our conſtitution, 
and our independence? Where ſhalt we find 
"ſtrength, under the protection of Heaven, to 
Ward off the evils that threaten us, but in 
united Hearts and i in united counſels? Be 


2 Feng and Arengtben one another, ſaid Samuel 


to the people of Iſrael, under the apptehen- 
* of common danger. This ſpirit of union 
ecerding to che words of the prophet) 


1 e 4 little one to betome a"thouſand, and a 
"pal one a firong nation , and ſhews that the 


Moſt High is in the midſt of a people, with a 


prteſence it favour and protection. It was 


thus that your country: has often been ſa bed, 
pen on the very brink of deſtruction, and 


ved by inſtruments (ſacred be their memory!) 


| whohad nothing to oppoſe to the formidable 


legions of theNebnchadnezsars and Sennucberibi 


or theft day, but their patriotic union, their 


8 2 Bamijel; X. 12. | 5 : + n bs. 22. 5, 
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perſevering valour, and their truſt in Heaven. 
Let not then their deſcendants, in this hour of 


dar kneſs, exhibit the diſmal ſpectacle of a diſ- 
couraged and divided people. We are deftroyed, 
if we are divided. This is the motto which 
we find inſcribed on one of thoſe medals which 
mark the virtuous and heroic period of this 
4 republic, when union of counſels, efforts, and 
powers rendered its name great and reſpectable 
among the nations. This was the old path, 
the good od way *, in which your anceſtors 


walked, and in which they found reſt * dig- 
"of ny after their glorious labours, 


3. To the two plagues which we have . 
now conſidering, is added a third, which. has 


for ſome time been ravaging the countries in 


our neighbourhood, and is at this moment ap- 
proaching the territories of this republic. 
_ This plague is War, which is declared againſt 
us by the ſanguinary dictators of an infatuated 
| people, whom Providence is permitting, for a 
time, to chaſtiſe , before they periſh, It is 
declared, with a palpable but inſidious abſurd- 
* againſt 0 2 Tn EMS: wa the 66th 
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wich a deſign to excite diviſions between the 
_ conſtituent branches of the union, and, under 
pretexts which profligacy can eaſily,contrive, 
to render the whole community, and eſpecially 
its more opulent members, the objects of de- 
vaſtation and plunder. 
And how ought: we tp be affected by this 


| hoſtile invaſion ? War, indeed, is-a deplorable- 
calamity. © Conſidered in itſelf it is the re- 


proach of nature and humanity ; but conſi- 
dered as a diſpenſation of Providence, which 
permits the fury of the wicked to correct us 
dy temporary ſhocks of adverſity, it may be 
ſalutary in its fruits. It may reſtore the dying 
flame of piety and puhlic ſpirit, where it has 


been nearly extinguiſhed by luxurious eaſe: z 


it may revive the vigour. aud energy of a 
people; and awaken them from that lethargy, of 
ſentiment and principle, which is the flow, but 
mortal diſeaſe of a country. Was it not 
adverſity; and more ſpecially the calgmities 8 es of 
war, that formed to noble and virtuous deeds 


the illuſtrious! founders, of this republic; chat : 


turned the Belgic burghers into, ; berges, an and 


ſhewed that ſuffering and trials were the ſeeds 


of national Property and grandeur? War, 
then, 


+ 
3 
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ken, though deplorable in itſelf, may, through 
the direction of God's wiſe providence, ter- 
minate in a ne and a better ſtate of things to 
_ this republic, and in time to come give ſtabi- 
lity to its-peace, and render its conſtitution and 
| independence ſtill more reſpectable. But this 
will depend on the pious improvement of our 
-preſent critical ſituation, and on the bleſſing of 
the Almighty on our meaſuxes, our efforts, our 
arms, and thaſe of our allies. Let us chen 
ius glory to the Lord our God, that he may 
not permit the darling which approaches to 
overwhelm us, nor our et to. fumble, through 
confuſion and perplexity, an the dark moun- | 
aint, nor the light of deliverance, which we 
ſeek, to be turned into. the /badorw, of death and 
Era darkneſs. Let us, above all things, con- 
| fider theſe words of our text in the eſſential 
duties they require on our part; this is what 
we moſt earneſtly recommend to you in the 
concluſion of this diſcourſeQ. | 
II. This, indeed, is the great purpoſe of our 
preſent meeting. We come as a favoured, a 
| finful, and an alarmed people, before the throne 
of our Benefactor and our Judge: and if we 
do not come before him with the. ſentiments 


and 


<4 
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1 and aiſpeßtione which” this folemtt and na- 7 
x gonal ac of religion ſuppoſes and requires; if 
we have nothing to preſent to kim this day 2 


* Ve 


but our tranſgreſſions and omiſfions, and thefe 


© neither accompanied with a generous com- 
punktion, nor with fiticere and fervent reſo- 
i Ro of amendmetit, to what will our fo- 
lemn. Faſt : amount ? Will it be an objeck of ap- 
probation it in the eye of Hin who is the fearcher © 
125 bear arts, 0 ; and can otily be pleaſed with Eu- 
| 17 $54 6 truth in the i#tbard parts? And if 
ES the object of hls approbation; will it | 
recommend. us to his protection in this critical 
| riod of danper aud rial? Bring no mort wats 
9 55 72 5 v Was Ihe Awfül Athonftien to his an- 
4 cient 1 1 2 ple; and UbesHbt the fame voice ad- | 
reſs wHelf to us? To io fititthe Sußreme 
Bein is behoſds With fndiffererice "he | 
= moral characters If THdividiiats and OY 
A tions, is to Fal into. Kind of been, As N- 
Tee wa 8 Wich all goed men 
 Tament and abfiör in 'a Heighbouring people; 
for if the Atkeiſt fenſed His kx heine; the àmpe- 
| ent rai Frelför ckerlles, r at Ted fülts, | 
Ae 80 e And His — ik 
e kt Ann is Fit eltfenee ?: 
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Let us then this day, in the firſt place, ire 
1 Pq to God, by a pious acknowledgment « of ' 
dis ſupreme dominion. This is that rational 
and elevating act of religion which, by con- 
necting the world with its Author, and all 
events, both in our public and private rela- 
tions, with the righteous. and beneficent. go- 
vernment of their great Diſpoſer, opens to man 
ehe true ſources of conſolation, hope and moral 
improvement, in all the different ſcenes and 
viciſſitudes of human life. In effect, what 
ſtrength and conſtaney of mind muſt the feli - 
gious man, the virtuous citizen, receive fron 
his habitual act of veneration and homage to 
that. Sovereign Majeſty that govettig the 
| world? It nouriſhes in his mind the full and | 
happy perſuaſion, that neither, his intereſts, 
nor the intereſts of his country, are at the diſ- 
| Poſal of blind chance or a fatal neceſſity ; thoſe 
.vain idols which afford neither conſolation nor. 
help to man in the time of trouble. He ſees 


| of ths 450 Being brag during this proba- 
; tionary ſtate, ſends proſperity, that we may 
rejoice with gratitude in his benignity; and 


adverſity, that we may confider our errors and 
1 ö | | | our 


— d al 
| . 'Y % 
* — 


— and be correcked by the diſeiphne 


of his wiſcdom: and who, in tlie final reſult | 


of things, will make all events; even thoſe 


that are the moſt painful and afflicting, termi- 
nate in the happineſs of his faithful ſervatits. : 
| * Setondhy, Let us give glory to the Lord dur 


God by our gratitude and contrimom. We 
join theſe two ſentiments together, becauſe 


We appear this day boch as a favoured and a 
ſinful nation before our offended Benefactor; 
and if we can recollect our paſt bleſſings, ad 
the inner in which we have ores ane them, 


are n aaworthy to appear in yy pre- ; | 
ſence. We had enjoyed during a long period 


{before our late troubles) the precious blef- 


or 


revolving years paſs without any 


alarming appreherifions. But the bleſſings of 


Heaven loſt their impreſſions upon us by the 


very cireumſtance that ought to have rendered 


them affecting, even their long continuance; 
and they were neither improved to the * 
vaneement of our national ſtrength and hap- 


pineſe, nor to enliven our gratitude" and am- 
mate our obedience to to ine Rock of our Salva 


* 
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tion e eee e 
apprehenſion; the long - ſuſſering patience of 
God has not withdrawn from us the-precious 
marks of his favour and protection, and the 
actual poſſeſſion of many ineſtimable bleſſinge, 
Ahews that his loving-kindneſs is unwilling to 
"depart from us. Therefore let all bat ir woith- 
in ur be flirred up to magnify bin name, before 
his mercies be withdrawn, and the day f dark- 
neſs and calamity comes upon us. From the 
ingenuous compunction of contrite hearts, 
that ſincerely lament the abuſe of his gifts and 
the tranſgreſſion of his laws, let us ſend up 
our penitential ſupplications to his throne of 
grace, that he would not caſt us of. for ever, but 
be the hope. and ſaviour of our Iſrael in the time 
of trouble, and in i e _— 
Lag mercy. 
. Laſtly, Let thai effuſions e 8 
| me; contrition be accompanied with „em 
vows and deliberate rgſolutions - of reformation 
aud obedience. _ This is the great purpoſe of our 
National Faſt; the ultimate end to which our 
acknowledgment of God's empire, gratitude 
for his mercies, and contrition for our ſins, 
hy pou. * p relen and W | 
98 | the 
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8 ee eee of our bnd Güter-. 


ſions, of our irregular paſſions, of our corrupt 
habits, of our falſe notions of duty and hap- 


.  pinels, that, through the ſuecours of the great 


Sanctifier of minds, who gives grace" tothe. | ® 
biimble and ſtrength to the feeble, we may com- 
bat and fubdue'thoſe mortal enemies both o 

our temporal and eternal felicity. Without 


| this true ſpirit of reformation what ſolid found- 
ation can we have for hope, amidſt the evils 
© we ſuffer and the calamities which threaten 


us d If vve ſeek for deliverance by means unac- 
© companied with piety and virtue, have we not 
too much feaſon- to fear that the hand of the 
"Moſt High will confound” our devices, and . 


make our uurighteous enemies his ſcourge, to 
afflict us grievouſſy, before their iniquities 


A turn finally upon themſelves, and accompliſh 


their perdition ? And ſhould this be the caſe, 


what would we have to plead in our behalf in 
the. day of our viſitation? We could only ſaß 


to the Ruler of Nations, Righteouſneſs belong- 


eth unto thee, O God, but unto-us "ſhame and 


| confuſion of face, to vur rulers, to our princes, 
und to our Kaden; ; becauſe we have ſinned 


againſt thee. on us . this ingenuous 
8 2 | 
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Im he. i - confelion 5b let us not ſiop here.” Let tis | 


| found the depths of conſcience, and, examin- 


W adopt als. the pious vow of Joſhua, and ſay, 


every. one for himſelf, with an humble | 
my houſe, we willi farve the: Lord. Did ſuch a 
© reſolution crown the celebration of our folemn 
_- Faſt, chen would we have nothing to fear. No: 
even under tlie ominous clouds that hang over 
our heads, we would have nothing to fear from 
: 8 rage of man, and we would have every 
thing to hope from the protection of God. 
For then might we look with unſfſaken confi- 
dence to the Supreme Diſpoſer of all events, 
who is able to ſave: by many or by few, and un- 
2 whoſe direction the arrangement of t 
that ſeems the moſt unfavourable to our hopes 
may become the occaſion of our deliverance. 
O then that there were in us ſuch a beart, that 


we would fear God and keep bir commandments, 


tht 6 1 enen our chil- 
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